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SYNOPSIS 
The story unwinds during the last week before the arrival of an alien civilization on earth. This arrival has been announced by various government officials during the nightly news and it doesn’t seem to cause a stir in the population.  
The aliens arrive in a tired and disappointed country during a hard and full blown economic crisis. The reaction of the people goes from racism (Now they’ll rob our jobs just like the Chinese did before them!) to crazy religious/mystical interpretations of the event. 
This is the background of our story. 
However, we’re not going to narrate the story of a population but the life of Luca Bertacci, a man who is having serious relationship problems, who was abandoned by his mother when he was a child and who has grown up to hate women. He has difficulty trusting anyone and above all he is incapable of feelings. 
Due to this emotional block, Luca has become an outcast without passions or dreams and he spends his life going to work (he’s a bartender at a bingo hall), rare dinners with his father (who reminds him of his suffering for being abandoned by his mother, that damned woman….) and a secret and unmentionable attraction for his neighbour. Luca doesn’t want and can’t allow this attraction and so he tries to repress in every way. 
The arrival of the aliens is going to change everything. In the story, this arrival will unravel a genuine “revelation” for the main character. These aliens, who in shape and behaviour are very similar to the “grey-skinned” aliens in Close Encounters, however they are different because they have the ability to distinguish “what is Right from what is Wrong”, act behind the scenes to modify Luca’s life, initiating events that brings Luca to discover an unexpected and surprising truth about his mother and her “abandonment”, giving him a new opportunity in life and hope of happiness. 
At the end of the story it’s difficult not to think of these aliens and their arrival as a sort of “Last Judgment” for Luca, almost as a gift only for him. 
DIRECTOR’S NOTES 
I’ve always believed that in order to narrate reality truthfully you have to change it completely. I am also convinced that it is almost useless to try to describe modern life narrating modern life itself, seeing that it is continuously evolving and mutating so rapidly that today becomes yesterday in the time it takes to write the word. 
In order to avoid this trap, the story is set in the future, just some years ahead; let’s say three, not more. 
An Italy after Italy, allowing us to imagine the extreme laxity social conditions could reach. This is the aim of the film.
The story is simple: an economic crisis; looseness of habits and traditions; everything is blown out of proportion, becomes rooted in everyday life and exasperated. People are extremely disappointed and incapable of dreaming and imagining a future. This becomes “normality”. 
That’s why in the story, the “Official Announcement” of the arrival of the aliens (yes, you still know how to read, Martians, the landing of aliens, as in Independence Day) doesn’t generate any feelings in the “man on the street”, no new emotion. People are used to news, to all kinds of news, and everyone reacts as they’ve reacted to other news. 
Racists get in a huff; opportunists imagine how to exploit the situation. Statistically, indifference is the common feeling.
The aliens arrive. As normal, governments have reached agreements; the minister (of the newly created ministry for alien-human relations, with its sixty-five undersecretaries) assures the population that the aliens come in peace. Their aspect is not scary and their arrival on earth will take place problem-free. All the talk shows talk about this arrival constantly.  

This is what we find out during the first frame of the film. We hear the news commented by radio listeners. We see the sky, the stars and beams of light in the troposphere. 
And then the shot moves towards a field in the outskirts, on a “sad” Indian city car, costing only 180 Euro. But we are not in India; we’re in Italy where people can only afford Indian cars costing 180 Euro. Inside the car we can see Luca Bertacci, a thirty-something bartender at a Bingo Hall, who has never had love in his life.
Luca is looking for a prostitute’s phone number, a cold substitute for his lack of meaningful love. He turns down the volume of his radio which is buzzing with the news of the arrival of the aliens; he makes a date with the prostitute. Luca leaves. 
The story follows the life of this man, Luca Bertacci, his desire for a love (he was abandoned by his mother when he was a child) that he can’t even imagine. A feeling that he fears and which tears him apart, when it is present, just as love would tear anyone apart that has been abandoned by a mother. We follow Luca through his relationships with his co-workers, in the Bingo Hall which is a continuous make-believe place of happiness and light; a world away from the world, synthetic Caribbean environment with various colours in a valley of grey fields.  
Luca observes his neighbour, a normal girl, an unapproachable Goddess who he watches hatefully but who is a promise of love. Love a four-letter word that Luca cannot decipher. 
Her name is Anna and she lives in the apartment in front of his. But he doesn’t know how to befriend her and then for what? Women are all the same, Luca thinks. They are all like his mother Luca thinks without really believing this. And yet……
The aliens are coming. Someone says that they will eat humans alive and others think they will steal the few jobs remaining just like the Chinese did before them. 
And these aliens, this small group of vanguards, arrive silently on the earth to understand and prepare for a significant encounter. They are at the margins of the narration, they are not the stars, but they are important to the story and intervene with small signs just as discrete prophets.  
I have always thought of the arrival of the aliens in this story as a sort of mystical event. A coming of truth in a society which cannot imagine the future, change, illumination and which actually doesn’t ask for these things and believes they can live without them. 
The arrival of truth. That’s it. A society which can still distinguish between right and wrong and apply justice for all. Something which in some ways can be very dangerous.  
But we won’t see spaceships landing and opening up their doors letting armies of spider men out to march on Italian soil. 
Certainly we will see the aliens in some episodes of the story, they intervene in an issue, they direct it but our glance on this future Italy is interrupted the day the aliens land. We are interested in the mutation occurring in Luca Bertacci’s heart in the story, in how this arrival changes, above all and in an unexpected way beyond his control, his existential condition and how he discovers the truth about his mother abandonment. A surprising truth, that will finally free him from his sterile vision of existence.   
I don’t want to say more about the plot and its twists. It does have a lot of twists, because it is not my intention to narrate an intimist and boring story. 
Ok and in conclusion, when I try to define this story, when I seriously ask myself “what am I talking about? What does this story talk about?” I always find myself at the spot. I don’t want to but I always end up there. I’d like to say that it talks about something else (and actually it does talk about something else as it unwinds) but the heart of the plot, the deepest meaning of the story, is always the same in my mind and I can’t find other words to describe it: The Last Earthling is (and I can’t do anything about it) and remains a love story. 
Gian Alfonso Pacinotti
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The last man on Earth is his first movie.
TOSCANA FILM COMMISSION
The Toscana Film Commission, department of the Fondazione Sistema Toscana, guarantees total free assistance to all those in the cinema, TV, advertising and multimedia industry who choose the Tuscany Region to realize their productions. It collaborates with local agencies, investors, private enterprise to obtain special terms and conventions favoring the work of cinematography crews and making the organization procedures for filming easier. An extensive photographic database of the most suggestive locations of the region and a database of the operators working in the sector can be found at www.toscanafilmcommission.it. The Tuscany Region subsidizes these productions through a special Cinema Fund set up to support audiovisual productions filmed in Tuscany. The film “The Last man on Earth” won a competition during the last session of the Toscana Film Commission in the first work category and so was awarded with this economic contribution by the Tuscany Region.
