Bauhaus Screenings

at SALT Beyoğlu

February 12-March 25, Walk-in Cinema

A major international project including an exhibition with four chapters for the centenary of the Bauhaus school, bauhaus imaginista is represented by the chapter Moving Away at SALT Beyoğlu. Detailing the diverse approaches to Bauhaus in separate sociopolitical contexts, the exhibition bauhaus imaginista: Moving Away. Istanbul is accompanied by a public screening program that will take place in the Walk-in Cinema between February 12 and March 25.
Bauhaus Screenings consist of four films, which were commissioned for the bauhaus imaginista project by curators Marion von Osten and Grant Watson, and produced in 2018-2019. Artist Wendelien van Oldenborgh’s Two Stones (2019) explores the significance of Bauhaus-trained architect Lotte Stam-Beese and writer, editor and equal rights activist Hermina Huiswoud through the ideals and practice of communism. The Body’s Legacies, Part 1: The Objects (2018), first in a triology on “the colonized body” by artist Kader Attia, questions the restitution of objects that were taken to Western countries by colonial powers or missionaries. The Otolith Group’s O Horizon (2018), coproduced with the Rubin Museum, focuses on Nobel laureate author Rabindranath Tagore’s Visva-Bharati school in West Bengal, India and its environmental pedagogy. Scenes from the Most Beautiful Campus in Africa (2019) by architect and architectural historian Zvi Efrat documents the planning and design of the Ife University (now known as Obafemi Awolowo) campus in Nigeria by a team led by Bauhaus-trained Israeli architect Arieh Sharon.
Bauhaus Screenings are open to all. All films will be shown in their original language with Turkish and English subtitles. bauhaus imaginista: Moving Away. Istanbul is on view at SALT Beyoğlu until April 3. 
PROGRAM

February 12, 19.00

Screening: Two Stones, 2019

February 19, 19.00

Screening: The Body’s Legacies, Part 1: The Objects, 2018

February 26, 19.00

Screening: O Horizon, 2018

March 4, 19.00

Screening: Two Stones, 2019

March 11, 19.00

Screening: Scenes from the Most Beautiful Campus in Africa, 2019

Talk: Zvi Efrat (author of the film / architect and architectural historian)

March 18, 19.00

Screening: The Body’s Legacies, Part 1: The Objects, 2018

March 25, 19.00

Screening: O Horizon, 2018
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BAUHAUS SCREENINGS
Two Stones (2019)

February 12 and March 4, 19.00

SALT Beyoğlu, Walk-in Cinema
Wendelien van Oldenborgh

61 minutes and 15 seconds
English, Dutch, Russian, Ukrainian; Turkish and English subtitles 

Commissioned for the bauhaus imaginista project, this film explores the significance of Bauhaus-trained architect Lotte Stam-Beese and writer, editor and equal rights activist Hermina Huiswoud. Though they never met, both women experienced life in the Soviet Union in the early 1930s and ended up influencing public life in the Netherlands in the 1950s. Two Stones highlights Stam-Beese’s thoughts on housing and Huiswoud’s struggles for racial and class equality through the ideals and practice of communism.

The 2019 film focuses on two important locations: the constructivist neighborhood in the vicinity of KhTZ (a tractor factory) in Kharkiv, Ukraine—where Stam-Beese served as part of a Soviet design team in the 1930s—and the acclaimed 1950s Pendrecht district in Rotterdam, which introduced her ideas on urban planning to the post-war Netherlands. 20 years later, Huiswoud protested against the Rotterdam housing rule, limiting Caribbean Dutch inhabitants to settle in any districts if their presence would exceed 5% of the population. Superimposing these two locations as well as both women’s legacies, the film shows the resonances and dissonances in the ideals and life experiences of the individuals who inhabit there today.
Organized in parallel to the exhibition bauhaus imaginista: Moving Away. Istanbul at SALT Beyoğlu until April 3, Bauhaus Screenings are open to all and free. Reservations are not accepted.
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Still from Two Stones (2019) with the courtesy Wendelien van Oldenborgh 
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BAUHAUS SCREENINGS
The Body’s Legacies, Part 1: The Objects (2018)
February 19 and March 18, 19.00

SALT Beyoğlu, Walk-in Cinema
Kader Attia

58 minutes and 21 seconds
English, French; Turkish and English subtitles
Commissioned for the bauhaus imaginista project, Kader Attia’s The Body’s Legacies, Part 1: The Objects is a part of his trilogy discussing the concept of “the colonized body.” The film questions the restitution of objects that were taken from non-Western societies by the colonial powers and missionaries and delivered to Western countries. Having entered private and public collections in Europe and the US, these “ethnological objects” were stripped of their original meaning and functions and obtained a new identity by becoming the cornerstones of archaeology, art history and ethnology.
Presenting a series of interviews on legacy of colonialism, the 2018 film aims to understand the real impacts on individuals and societies. Beyond being a documentary or a historical survey, it examines how these objects in the Western museums have shaped the modernity and the postmodern human—in particular, the way of thinking of artists and writers in the West.
Organized in parallel to the exhibition bauhaus imaginista: Moving Away. Istanbul at SALT Beyoğlu until April 3, Bauhaus Screenings are open to all and free. Reservations are not accepted.
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Still from The Body’s Legacies, Part 1: The Objects (2018) with the courtesy Kader Attia
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BAUHAUS SCREENINGS
O Horizon (2018)

February 26 and March 25, 19.00

SALT Beyoğlu, Walk-in Cinema
The Otolith Group 

90 minutes
Indian, English; Turkish and English subtitles
The Otolith Group’s O Horizon, commissioned for the bauhaus imaginista project and coproduced with the Rubin Museum, focuses on the Visva-Bharati, which was founded by the 1913 Nobel laureate poet, novelist and painter Rabindranath Tagore in Santiniketan, West Bengal, India. Designed as a learning laboratory to interpret life, art and crafts with experimental practices, the school has transformed its surroundings as a result of its environmental pedagogy.
Combining elements from plastic arts, music, dance and literature, the 2018 film proposes that Tagore’s project maps onto the notion of terraforming—a term originating in science fiction and now more widely used—whereby a party reshapes the atmosphere of a place for their own needs. In studying this trajectory, the film extends The Otolith Group’s ongoing consideration of the Anthropocene.
Organized in parallel to the exhibition bauhaus imaginista: Moving Away. Istanbul at SALT Beyoğlu until April 3, Bauhaus Screenings are open to all and free. Reservations are not accepted.
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Still from O Horizon (2018) with the courtesy The Otolith Group
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BAUHAUS SCREENINGS
Scenes from the Most Beautiful Campus in Africa (2019)

March 11, 19.00

SALT Beyoğlu, Walk-in Cinema
Zvi Efrat

25 minutes and 34 seconds
English; Turkish subtitles 

Following the screening, architect and architectural historian Zvi Efrat will give a talk on his film, commissioned for the bauhaus imaginista project.

Scenes from the Most Beautiful Campus in Africa documents the planning and design of the Ife University (now known as Obafemi Awolowo University) campus in Nigeria by a team led by Bauhaus-trained architect Arieh Sharon. Founded in 1960 in protest against British colonial education policy, Ife was the first post-independence university in the country to possess an architecture faculty.
Having returned to Palestine in 1931 after his graduation, Sharon got involved in the Ife campus project as part of Israel’s development aid program. His synthesis of modernist-brutalist idioms, decorative elements adapted from local Yoruba culture, and radical reinterpretations of British tropical architecture, resulted in a rare ensemble of climatically sustainable structures that are open and flowing—in effect, “architecture without doors.”

Organized in parallel to the exhibition bauhaus imaginista: Moving Away. Istanbul at SALT Beyoğlu until April 3, Bauhaus Screenings are open to all and free. Reservations are not accepted.
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Still from Scenes from the Most Beautiful Campus in Africa (2019) with the courtesy Zvi Efrat
