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ANKARA, 17.10.2009
ANKARA ITALIAN INSTITUTE OF CULTURE – “KALEIDOSCOPEUROPE”

Voyage to the Roots of “Tree of Life”

The Documentary Film and the Book ,“Seth’s Journey to Otranto” will meet with the audience in İstanbul and Ankara in October…
“KaleidoscopEurope” Project, led and coordinated by the ITALIAN INSTITUTE OF CULTURE ANKARA, is funded by the European Union within the framework of EU-TURKEY Civil Society Dialogue “Cultural Bridges” Programme.

 The project is supported by the Italian Institute of Culture in Istanbul, Middle East Technical University (METU), Turkish Opera and Ballet Employees Foundation (TOBAV) as project partners and by many important institutions and associations from Turkey and Europe as activity partners. 

The aim of the project is to ensure the cooperation of cultural actors and operators in order to build a lasting and sustainable dialogue and partnership, able to improve mutual knowledge and understanding among peoples.

 “Tree of Life”, is one of the seven activities included in “KaleidoscopEurope” Project, consisting of performances, exhibitions and workshops of different art branches. The Tree of Life Activity includes a documentary film, a related book and workshops aimed at giving visibility to the common root of Mediterranean cultures through cultural productions and encouraging dialogue. In the context of the activity, the documentary film and the book namely “Seth’s Journey to  Otranto” will be presented in Istanbul, Ankara, Samsun, Adiyaman and Konya in Turkey. 
The imposing mosaic floor of the Cathedral of Otranto depicts a huge Tree of Life staging a vision of divinity, which whilst asserting its Uniqueness, also illustrates its interpretation of reality through different cultures and religions. Putting forward a mutual understanding and drawing parallels with today is the aim of the documentary film director Michele Fasano. He has carried  out research activities related to the Tree of Life studies in Italy, Albania, Greece, Turkey, Syria, Israel, Hungary and Slovakia.

Students from METU and Bilgi University who attended these workshops in Italy, Hungary, Slovakia and Turkey had the opportunity to learn about documentary filmmaking in all its aspects, while reviewing their own set of values by interacting and working with people of their own age as well as with  professionals involved in cinema in different countries.
In the framework of “KALEIDOSCOPEUROPE’’ project that aims building bridges among  cultures, we would like to see you in our presentation of the documentary film and the book,  “Seth’s Journey to Otranto”, in order to take a trip to a bygone era. 

Michele Fasano is the Director of the Documentary Film will meet the press to present the activity along with the Director of the Italian Cultural Institute of Istanbul, Gabriella Fortunato.
Place: Santralistanbul E1 Building-Hall 301 / ISTANBUL
Date and Time of the Press Conference: 23 October 2009 - 18:30
Date and Time of the the Film and Book Presentation: 23 October 2009 - 19:00




For further information:

Italian Institute of Culture Ankara, KaleidoscopEurope Project-Press Office

Phone: +90 530 501 25 39 / +90 312 472 86 60 
Fax: +90 312 472 89 92

E-mail:info@kaleidoscopeurope.net 

Web: www.kaleidoscopeurope.net
The Tree of Life
"Seth's Journey to Otranto"
INTRODUCTION
Dating back to 1163, the imposing mosaic floor of the Cathedral of Otranto (Lecce - Italy) depicts a huge Tree of Life staging a vision of divinity which, whilst asserting its Uniqueness, also illustrates its interpretation of reality through a multiplicity of different creatures, cultures and religions. Calling us to understanding and compassion from beyond centuries, the Tree of Life is surprisingly pluralist and Universalist at a time remembered for the Crusades and Holy Wars. Focusing on this all-embracing approach, documentary film director Michele Fasano aims to draw parallels in our day with the Tree of Life "Seth's Journey to Otranto" activity, challenging commonplace beliefs, stereotypes and prejudices concerning historical, political and cultural relations between East and West from a perspective of reciprocity. The activity involves a documentary film, a related book and workshops aimed at giving visibility to the common root of Mediterranean cultures through cultural productions and encouraging dialogue. The director has carried out research activities related to the Tree of Life studies in Italy, Albania, Greece, Turkey, Syria, Israel, Hungary and Slovakia.
THE DOCUMENTARY FILM
The documentary valorises the sapiential contents of the mosaic floor of the Cathedral of Otranto, contrasting the universality of the mosaic with a confusing modern-day world that lacks compassion as seen through the eyes of ordinary people from different religions. The documentary film is the starting point for discussions and participating students are encouraged to take a broader perspective on the common foundations of Euro-Mediterranean cultures while learning a different approach to documentary filmmaking. 
THE BOOK
The book, taking a deeper look at the mosaic, also offers all the elucidations and philological research required for understanding this masterpiece as well as the mature expression of the Basilian community originating from Cappadocia in the southern Italian region of Salento who created the mosaic. The mosaic depicts a universal vision of reality in which all forms of spirituality is embraced as a part of the common metamorphic movement of Being; the existential metamorphic movement includes ancient Greek, Persian, Afghani, Pakistani and Indian reflections, besides Christian, Jewish and Islamic mysticism. 
THE WORKSHOPS
A series of workshops conducted by Michele Fasano related to the Tree of Life will be held in Istanbul and Ankara using the documentary film as a novel reference point to look at ethical implications, the European and international documentary film market and video treatment among other topics. International Maiaworkshops are also being held in Italy, Hungary and Slovakia where the focus is on the creative aspects, legal and business issues, as well as the marketing, developing and distributing content. All the participants of these workshops will have the opportunity to learn about documentary filmmaking in all its aspects, while reviewing their own set of values by interacting and working with youth and professionals involved in cinema from other countries.
ACTIVITY PARTNERS:

	Italy: Sattva Film
	Turkey:  Cankaya Municipality of Ankara Metropolitan Area

	Turkey: Ankara Middle  East  Technical University
	Turkey:  Canik Municipality of Samsun Metropolitan Area

	Turkey: Istanbul Bilgi University
	Turkey:  State Opera and Ballet Directorate of Samsun 

	Italy: Fabula Film - Maiaworkshop
	Turkey:  Adıyaman University

	Hungary: Media Desk - Maiaworkshop
	Turkey:  Konya Selcuk University 

	Slovakia : Media Desk – Maiaworshop
	


Event Programme of the “The Tree of Life: Seth's Journey to Otranto"
· PRESS CONFERENCE   

1) METU Culture and Congress Centre-Hall C / ANKARA 

Date and Time: 21st of October 2009, 11:00

2) SantralIstanbul E1 Building-Hall 301 / ISTANBUL
Date and Time: 23rd of October 2009, 18:30

· WORKSHOP
METU – GISAM / ANKARA 

Date and Time: 19-21 October 2009, 09:00-16:30
· The DOCUMENTARY FILM SCREENING and The BOOK PRESENTATION
1) Istanbul
SantralIstanbul E1 Building-Hall 301 
Date and Time: 23rd of October 2009, 19:00

2) Ankara

METU Culture and Congress Centre - Kemal Kurdas Hall

Date and Time: 27th of October 2009, 19:00
3) Samsun
AKM-Big Hall
Date and Time: 14th of December 2009 

4) Adıyaman


Adıyaman University

Date and Time: 16th of December 2009 

5) Konya


Selcuk University

Date and Time: 18th of October 2009 
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