21st International Filmmor Women's Film Festival On Wheels Starts

The 21st Filmmor Women's Film Festival will start on June 20th at 21:00 with the theme “Password: Peace," featuring the online Open-Access screening of “Stitching Palestine”. 

On its 21st year, the women-only Filmmor festival-forum will feature films, forums, and post-film discussions for the sections Password: Peace, Local Politics On-Site Cinema, Feminist Memory, and Rights-Based Cinema. This year, Sector Meetings will host film critics.  

The festival will continue until 30 June at Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality-run Beyoğlu Cinema and the Institut Français. Additionally, events will take place at the Municipality’s Zafer and Örnektepe Neighbourhood Houses on June 25 and 26, respectively.

Password: Peace 

Stitching Palestine by Carol Mansour showcases the stories of 12 exiled Palestinian women, inviting the audience to listen to the voices of Palestinian women and children.

Women's Cinema

The Women's Cinema section, which features films that have challenged the traditional “male gaze” in cinema, will kick-off with a screening of Kasik Dusmani to honour the 30th anniversary of the passing of Bilge Olgaç, one of the directors who made it possible for women in cinema to create a women's cinema in Turkey. 

Events under this theme will proceed with recent movies that inspire and fill us with pride:

Suddenly by Melisa Önel;
Not What You Think by Vuslat Saraçoğlu; 
The Payoff by Handan İpekçi; 
Bye Bye Turtle by Selin Öksüzoğlu;
The Doll by Emine Uysal Berger and Özgür Ceylan;
As Possible As Everything by Selen Örcan;
How to Disappear by Tilbe Canan;
Between Delicate and Violent by Şirin Bahar Demirel; 
Zuhal by Nazlı Elif Durlu. 

This section also includes:

The Return by Türkan Şoray, a movie that deserves to be re-watched again and again when looking back at Women’s Cinema;
My Name is Happy, a film directed by Ayse Toprak and Nick Read, which depicts Mutlu Kaya's pursuit of justice and struggle to regain her voice after being shot by a man who attempted to kidnap her at the age of 19, a few days after reaching the finals of a nationwide television singing contest;
Four Daughters by Kaouther Ben Haniai tells a story navigating between reality and fiction, and violence and women's solidarity by following Olfa and her family, after two of her four daughters joined ISIS.

Feminist Memory 

This year's Feminist Memory films include Who is Mihri by Berna Gençalp, which explores the legacy of the 19th-century painter Mihri Hanım, and Retro Therapy by Elodie Lélu, a story about memory and remembering, featuring the lives of a feminist grandmother, her daughter, and granddaughter.

Rights-Based Cinema

The movies to be screened under Rights-Based Cinema this year pay tribute to women in Turkey, Iran, and all over the world who struggle for their rights and convey their fight through cinema:

The Guardian by Martina Priessner narrates the story of Dayrayto, an Assyrian nun who single-handedly carries the responsibility of protecting a ruined Zaz village and the painful memory of the past; 

Eren, a documentary directed by Maria Binder following human rights defender and lawyer Erin Keskin’s in her pursuit of truth;

Seven Winters in Tehran by Steffi Niederzoll, which portrays the story of Reyhaneh Jabbari, who was arrested and sentenced to death in Iran in 2007 for killing a man who attempted to rape her when she was 19.

Local Politics On-Site Cinema

The festival, which aims to bring cinema to wherever women are, will end with the screening of 24/7 Street, a Filmmor-produced documentary telling the story of 7 women from 7 cities who started to change who change lives from where they live, followed by the forum Local Politics On-Site Cinema that will bring together women in local politics and those filming them.

In this year’s Sector Meetings titled Caution Spoilers!  film critics Alin Taşçıyan, Janet Barış, Esin Küçüktepepınar, Müge Turan, Nil Kural, Yeşim Tabak will meet and discuss film criticism and beyond. 

A Film Reading Workshop on Not What You Think with Ayşe Toy Par will be held at Örnektepe Neighbourhood House.

And finally, as we do every year, there will be interviews and forums with film crews following movie screenings. 

See you at the 21st Filmmor Women’s Film Festival, where all events will be free.
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