12th Boston Turkish Film Festival’s Films Receives Interest And Applause Of The American Audience
According to the festival administrators, festival films have been receiving very positive response and praise from the American audience and the U.S. media, the audience applauding films enthusiastically at the end of each screening and showing increasing interest to the films since the beginning of the festival.
Erkut Gömülü, director of the Boston Turkish Film Festival, says they are proud to present North America premieres of most of the 19 films in the program, and some films having world premieres. Erden Kıral’s “Load” (Yük) had its first international screening at the festival, while “Do Not Forget Me Istanbul” (Unutma Beni İstanbul) by Hüseyin Karabey, “Know My Name” (Siirt’in Sırrı) by İnan Temelkuran and Kristen Stevens, “The Extremely Tragic Story of Celal Tan and His Family” (Celal Tan ve Ailesinin Aşırı Acıklı Hikayesi) by Onur Ünlü, and “Last Stop Salvation” (Kurtuluş Son Durak) by Yusuf Pirhasan had their North America premieres in Boston. In the festival program this week, “Voice of My Father” (Babamın Sesi) by Orhan Eskiköy and Zeynel Doğan, “Strangers in the House” (Evdeki Yabancılar) by Dilek Keser and Ulaş Güneş Kaçargil, and “Mahmut & Meryem” (Mahmut ile Meryem) by Mehmet Ada Öztekin will have their North America premieres, and it is the East Coast Premiere for Emin Alper’s “Beyond the Hill” (Tepenin Ardı). At the festival opening Zeki Demirkubuz’s “Inside” (Yeraltı) and Ali Aydın’s “Mold” (Küf) also had their East Coast premieres.
The jury award recipients of the Boston Turkish Documentary and Short Film Competition, the first Turkish documentary and short film competition in North America, were presented their awards at a ceremony during the 12th Boston Turkish Film Festival, following the screenings of award-winning films. Directors also had discussions with the audience about their films.
Best Short Film Award of the competition was split between Serhat Karaaslan’s “Musa” and L. Rezan Yesilbas’s “Silent” (Bé Deng). Best Documentary Award recipient was Aysun Bademsoy’s “Honor” (Ehre). The audience award winners were Hüseyin Karabey’s “Life as a Fable – A Narrative” (Bir Hayatı Masal Gibi Anlatmak) and Koray Sevindi’s “Bread” (Ekmek).

The competition celebrated its seventh year in December 2012 where 38 films in competition were screened. The competition jury is comprised of distinguished names in cinema, such as Haden Guest, Director of Harvard Film Archive, Peter Keough, film critic, and Carter Long, Curator of Film of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. 

Every year, a selection of award-winning films at the competition are re-screened at the Boston Turkish Film Festival.  

A panel discussion on Turkish cinema and its issues, moderated by film critic Peter Keough with the participation of directors Aysun Bademsoy, Ahmet Boyacıoğlu, Serhat Karaaslan, and Hüseyin Karabey took place open to public following the film screenings.  

Boston Turkish Film Festival is organized by the Turkish American Cultural Society of New England (TACS-NE), based in Boston since 1964, and the festival main sponsors are Turkish Cultural Foundation (TCF), the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, and Turkish Airlines. 

For more information about the festival you may visit www.bostonturkishfilmfestival.org 
