1.Kaş Irish Film Festival

I came to Kas last November 23rd to escape the Irish winter and live a quiet life away from the hustle and bustle of Dublin city and Western life. 

I had already been to Turkey many times previously, first in 1998 when I spent 8 months living and working in Istanbul. My interest at that time was historical  Byzantium and the East. It was the beginning of a love affair with Istanbul and Turkey as I have been back on these shores now more times than I care to count.

As it happened, I hadn’t been to Kas till June 2010 when I decided to make a special 3 day trip here before going to my usual haunt of Butterfly Valley. Every Turkish person I had  met had raved about Kas so I thought finally I have to see this place for myself. I was pleasantly surprised.

When my contract with an Irish university ended in September 2010,  Turkey came calling.  First, I spent 6 weeks on an organic farm near Fethiye  and then needing to be  in a sunnier clime for winter I decided to head further east to Kas and make my nest here.

I got by by writing travel articles about Turkey for the Irish Times and other publications, teaching English and giving holistic therapy treatments. 

After meeting a Scottish couple who revealed that they had taught Irish set dancing in Baku, Azerbaijan, when they were living there, I recruited them to teach weekly classes to the locals and expats in Giorgio’s bar…with varying degrees of success.
It was a nice way though to introduce Irish culture to Turkish people of diverse backgrounds and I was touched by how positive their impression of Ireland, Irish people and Celtic culture in general was. There was no doubt but that there was a closeness in our nature and even in our music and dances.

I had organised cultural events back home in Ireland, most notably the Dublin Arts Festival in 2010 and also had worked in film and TV for many years so I thought that one way of creating  a stronger cultural link would be to organise a film or music festival. An Irish friend, living in Moscow, arrived for a visit in March, fresh after organising the 4th Irish Moscow Film Festival and we got talking and decided it would be possible to organise such a festival in Kas’ lovely antique theatre. 

We proposed the idea to Culture Ireland, an organisation which promotes the Irish Arts abroad and they were very enthusiastic about it and gave us the go ahead.

I arranged a meeting with the head of the Kas Belediye who also welcomed the idea and agreed for us to use the theatre. I had intended to hold the festival in mid-September but hadn’t anticipated the effect the debilitating heat would have on me and how full Kas would get so we put it off till the week of the Bayram in November, 11, 12, 13.

The Kas Kultur Evi staff have come on board and I have a couple of local volunteers helping and we are making good progress.

We are going to show 6 films over 3 days and  also have talks and workshops in Kas Cultural House. We are currently confirming all the details which will be sent out to all media in due course. We aim to create a festive atmosphere. Irish music is being sent over by an Irish musical organisation, Gael Linn, which we will distribute among the bars and restaurants in Kas. 
The films were are looking at so far to show are: Michael Collins, Once, The Commitments, an Irish-language film Poitín (Potcheen), In the Name of the Father and Ryan’s  Daughter.

We will have two showings with a talk before each film and a question and answer session  afterwards. The times will be 5pm and 8pm. 

If you’d like any more information please call me  on 0543 867 9533

