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“A new year, a new perspective”///  The 9th !f Istanbul AFM International Independent Film Festival begins! 
Istanbul’s hippest festival turns nine this year when it runs between February 11 -21 February, supported by the Istanbul 2010 European Cultural Capital agency, in three locations in the city, and February 25-28 in Ankara. Among !f’s much-loved sections, “Fantastic Films” will be sponsored by gnctrkcll and “ Life in Sound” by Colin’s.
Tickets are sold through www.mybilet.com and go on pre-sale with an early bird discount January 29-31 and in Ankara February 12-14. The festival box offices will be open from February 1st and in Ankara from February 15th. Gnctrkcll subsrcribers can buy one get one free during weekdays.

For the first time in the world, !f Istanbul launches a ground-breaking new initiative this year in collaboration with the US- based website The Auteurs, aimed at taking festival films beyond Istanbul. Five of the most eagerly anticipated films of the festival will be screened simultaneously in 15 points across Turkey and in Ramallah (Palestine), Gumru (Armenia), Tblisi (Georgia) and Tangiers (Morocco) the weekend of February 20-21st. The new project “!f ²: Live from Istanbul” will allow the Festival to take advantage of new digital screening possibilities to reach out to audiences who do not otherwise have access to these films. Most of these locations do not have cinemas, and those that do, are reliant on second or third run mainstream features. Project partners in these cities are unions, NGOs, cultural centers and even a cafe.  

The Festival will roll out the red carpet for a number of Gala screenings. Oscar contenders making their Turkish premiere at !f include “Fantastic Mr Fox”, “Precious”, “The Maid”, “An Education”, “Crazy Heart”, “The Lovely Bones” and “Un Prophet”. 

The Festival’s !f Inspired Competition celebrates its third year with a stellar lineup of nine films from around the world and a prestigious jury which includes Daniel Birman Ripstein, the award-winning Mexican producer; Caroline Libresco, world cinema senior programmer of the Sundance Film Festival; Matthieu Darras, the founder of NISIMASA; acclaimed Icelandic director Dagur Kari and one of Turkey’s best-known scriptwriter/directors, Ümit Ünal.

Kari also will present the Turkey premiere of his latest English-language feature The Good Heart, starring Brian Cox and Paul Dano.

Start Picking Your Premieres! 
Hot tickets at the festival include:

An Education-  Directed by Danish director Lone Scherfig and scripted by popular British author Nick Hornby, the film about an unusual love affair is based on the memoirs of British journalist Lynn Barber.  

Precious-  One of the year’s most talked-about films, it features an astounding performance by first-timer Gabourey Sidibe who takes us on a unique journey through a troubled childhood.

The Lovely Bones- Adapted from the novel by Alice Sebold and directed by Oscar-winning director Peter Jackson, the film stars Mark Wahlberg, Rachel Weisz and Susan Sarandon in the tale of a 14 year old girl who speaks to us from heaven.

Away We Go- One of the most talented directors working today, Oscar winner Sam Mendes’ latest film about a couple in search of the best place to raise their unborn child is also a brilliant commentary on America today.

Fantastic Mr Fox-  Director Wes Anderson – of Rushmore, The Royal Tenenbaums and The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou fame- presents a unique and wonderfully detailed adaptation of Roald Dahl’s much-loved book, with a voice cast featuring the likes of George Clooney, Meryl Streep, Bill Murray, William Dafoe and more.

A Prophet- Called the year’s best film by Sight & Sound magazine, the brilliant A Prophet takes place in a southern French prison where hardly any French is spoken and a young criminal must learn to play the system. 
No One Knows About Persian Cats- As Iran simmers, acclaimed director Bahman Ghobadi takes us on a whirldwind journey through the underground music scene of Tehran. Ghobadi will be on hand to present the film.

The Golden Globes, BAFTA and what next at the Oscars?

This year’s Golden Globe Awards were recently given and !f films that were nominated included Fantastic Mr Fox, Precious, The Maid and Crazy Heart.

Bafta nominees have also been announced. An Education, Precious, Fantastic Mr Fox and Crazy Heart are among the contenders.

Oscar nominations will shortly be announced. Which !f Films will be on the list?

Festival’s new themes will cause a stir. Men are put under the microscope in “Making Men”, and the state of the world in “Fix the World”.
The statistic which first inspired the new section “Making Men” was a depressing one about Sweden, home to one of the world’s most gender-equal legal systems, where gender-based violence against women has risen 58 percent in the past decade. In Turkey the fact that one in two women is subject to some form of domestic abuse is often seen as part of society’s traditionalism. The assumption is that modernisation and urbanisation will magically do away with this inequity. It seems not. !f seeks this year to try and understand the hows and whys of society’s labyrinthine depths. What are men made of? 

This section’s much-anticipated films include: Bronson, “ A Clorkwork Orange” for our times, according to critics; The Ape, a thrilling debut from promising Sweedish director Jesper Ganslandt; the Berlin Film Festival award winner Everyone Else and from Turkey, Feeling Blue & 31, and Letter to Pippa.
Another new section is Quiet Riots, celebrating unusual people from around the globe. These include: genius director Michel Gondry’s latest, The Thorn in My Heart which was inspired by his aunt’s life; New  Muslim Cool, about Hamza Pérez who was a drug dealer before he became a Muslim hiphop singer; Big River Man, about the life or death struggle of world swimmer champion Martin Strel in the Amazon and from Turkey, Married to the Camera and An Argonaut in Ordu.
!f²: A Transterritorial Experiment in Film. 5 films in 20 locations, simultaneously
As a festival our goal is to curate a broad variety of innovative films in a meaningful way, to screen that selection to as wide an audience as possible and facilitate a collective conversation. We have a new ally in digital technology which now allows films to travel great distances, unweighted by the canisters and reels that previously made such an enterprise both difficult and costly, without compromising on top-notch visual quality.
In partnership with the acclaimed US-based cinema website The Auteurs, this year !f will screen five of the festival's most sought-after films in 20 locations across Turkey and the region concurrent to their weekend screenings in Istanbul. Many of these cities do not have cinema theaters. Those that do are often reliant on mainstream studio distribution of second or third run features. 
The weekend marathon will conclude with a discussion by thinkers from a variety of disciplines and audiences (broadcast via the web) in these locations. 
The !f Inspired competition turns three! Films from around the world meet in Istanbul
!f Istanbul’s annual competition gets more exciting each year. The high-profile jury this year includes the award-winning Mexican producer Daniel Birman Ripstein, world cinema programmer at the Sundance Film Festival, Caroline Libresco, Icelandic director Dagur Kari and Turkey’s well-known scriptwriter/director Ümit Ünal.

This year Turkey’s competition entry is “40” by talented new director Emre Şahin.  The international jury will select the “Most Inspired” director based on the criteria of brave storytelling, innovative technique and new vision. The winner will receive a 15.000 USD cash prize.

All festival information can be found at the following web addresses.
www.ifistanbul.com
blog.ifistanbul.com
twitter.com/ifistanbul
vimeo.com/ifistanbul
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