SECOND AUSTRALIAN FILM FESTIVAL

AUSTRALIA: COMING OF AGE STORIES

ISTANBUL, 2-12 December 2010
The Australian Embassy, together with Istanbul Modern, present the second Australian Film Festival from 2-12 December 2010, featuring a collection of award-winning films from Down Under. The theme for the Festival is “Australia: Coming of Age Stories”.

The Second Australian Film Festival will be held at the Istanbul Modern Museum, 2 -12 December. Entrance to the museum is 12 TL for adults, 6 TL concession.  The film festival is open to all museum goers at no extra cost. Museum entrance is free of charge on Thursdays. For more information, please call Istanbul Modern on 0212-334 7300.
	FILM SCHEDULE

	 
	13:00
	15:00
	17:00

	3 December 

Friday


	Somersault
	Kiss or Kill
	Head On

	4 December

Saturday


	The Black Balloon
	Beautiful Kate
	Romulus, My Father

	5 December

Sunday


	Japanese Story
	The Tracker
	Two Hands

	9 December

Thursday


	Head On
	Somersault
	The Tracker

	10 December

Friday


	The Boys
	Japanese Story
	The Sum of Us

	11 December

Saturday


	The Boys
	Two Hands
	Kiss or Kill

	12 December

Sunday


	The Sum of Us
	Romulus, My Father
	The Black Balloon


Beautiful Kate is the story of Ned Kendall, his relationship as a teenager with his twin sister Kate, and the emotional aftermath of a tragic series of events which unfold when he is sixteen.  The story follows adult Ned’s return home after an absence of twenty years and the uncovering of long-buried family secrets.  With help from younger sister Sally, Ned sees the truth for the first time.  Nominated for 10 Australian Film Industry 2009 awards, including Best Picture, it is described by director and writer Rachel Ward as ‘a gothic love story.’

The Black Balloon: It’s not easy being Thomas Mollison. When Thomas (Rhys Wakefield) and his family move to a new home and he starts at a new school, all he wants is to fit in. His pregnant mother (Toni Collette) has to take things easy, so his father Simon (Erik Thomson) puts him in charge of his autistic older brother Charlie (Luke Ford). Thomas, with the help of his new girlfriend Jackie (Gemma Ward), faces his biggest challenge yet. The Black Balloon is a story about fitting in, discovering love and accepting your family.  The Black Balloon is a universal story. It takes the audience on a journey with a family that may seem on the surface unusual, even dysfunctional; but in reality they cope with life with great insight, understanding, and humour.

The Boys: Brett Sprague returns to his family home after twelve months in jail. Things have changed while he has been away - his brother Glenn has moved out with his girlfriend Jackie, younger brother Stevie's pregnant girlfriend Nola now lives with the family, and his mother Sandra has taken on a Maori drifter. Re-united with his brothers, Brett uses his first day back to restore order.
Head On: Nineteen years old. A little confused. A lot pissed off. Ari jams all his energy and defiance, pain and joy into one high velocity night of dancing, sex and drugs. He’s running Head On into his own kind of freedom.

Japanese Story: Sandy, a geologist, finds herself stuck on a field trip to the Pilbara desert with a Japanese man she finds inscrutable, annoying and decidedly arrogant. Hiromitsu’s view of her is not much better. Things go from bad to worse when they become stranded in one of the most remote regions on earth. Japanese Story is a journey of change and discovery for its two lead characters.

Kiss or Kill: Al and Nikki are lovers on the run from the police, heading across the Nullarbor. When a series of murders are committed along the way, each begins to suspect the other as the killer.
Romulus, My Father: Romulus my Father is based on Raimond Gaita's critically acclaimed memoir. It tells the story of Romulus, his beautiful wife Christina, and their struggle in the face of great adversity to bring up their son, Raimond. It is a story of impossible love that ultimately celebrates the unbreakable bond between father and son.

Somersault: A visually haunting film, set at the foot of the Australian ski fields, Somersault is the story of a young girl’s sensory journey, through which she learns the true meaning of love, family and friendship.

The Sum of Us: Jeff and his Dad are an odd couple of lonely hearts. One an openhearted widower, the other a young bachelor of a different persuasion. Both men need some romance in their otherwise boring lives and decide to look for new ways to find it. Dad enrols in a computer dating service to find his lady love. Son Jeff, sick of one-night stands and noisy gay bars, wants a real commitment. But when he finds his Mr Right, what will Dad have to say!

The Tracker: A set of mountain ranges in the outback, 1922.  The Fanatic leads two other white men, the Follower and the Veteran, and the Tracker, in the pursuit of the Fugitive. Through massacre and murder the hunt continues, until the clear cut notions of truth and justice are subverted and the questions become not will the Fugitive be caught, but what is black and what is white and who is leading whom?

Two Hands: Follows the misadventures of Jimmy, an aspiring young ex-street kid who loses gangster dollars and has to pull his first 'job' to avoid the bullet. Unfortunately for Jimmy, he is distracted by the girl of his dreams who offers him the prospect of a better life, the job goes wrong, and a couple of street kids who acted as the catalyst for his downfall become entangled in the events that lead to Jimmy's transformation.
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