[image: image1.jpg]THESSALONIKI
INTERNATIONAL
FILM FESTIVAL
www.filmfestival.gr








[image: image2.png]((,, THESSALONIKI
DM INTERNATIONAL
* FILM
\" FESTIVAL

Seript
Development
Fund





Athens, March 13, 2007

BALKAN FUND CALL FOR ENTRIES

Deadline May 25 2007

Celebrating its fifth year, the Balkan Fund event, Thessaloniki’s International Film Festival Script Development Fund, is due to take place during the 48th edition of the festival in November 2007, 17th to 19th inclusive.

On the final day of the event the Balkan Fund awards for script development will be presented following a three day workshop during which the writers, directors and producers of the pre-selected projects will meet the international jury of the Balkan Fund to present and discuss their work. 

Last year the jury was comprised by Peter Carlton (U.K), Senior Commissioning Executive of Film4, Cedomir Kolar (Bosnia & Herzegovina/France) “No Man´s Land” Oscar winning producer and creator of A.S.A.P. Films, “Paradise Now“ producer of Razor Film Produktion Berlin Roman Paul (Germany), Lenny Crooks (UK), Head of the New Cinema Fund of the UK Film Council and Christina Kallas (Greece/Germany), artistic director of the Balkan Fund, writer-producer and president of the FSE (Federation of the Screenwriters in Europe).
The four (4) awarded projects will receive a Euros 10,000 grant each. In addition all participants will have the opportunity to individually meet and discuss their projects with professionals from the film industry invited to attend the Balkan Fund workshop. As well, they will be able to get to know the other Industry Center initiatives such as the Crossroads Co-production Forum and the TIFF’s market, Agora. 

Among the experts and companies who have attended in the previous years were Peter Garde of Denmark’s Zentropa Productions, Heinrich Ambrosch of the Austrian Broadcasting Corporation, Karl Baumgartner of Pandora, Tobias Pausinger of The Match Factory, Nik Powell of Scala Productions, Henning Camre of the Danish Film Institute, Simon Perry of the Irish Film Board, Thanasis Karathanos of Twenty-Twenty Vision as well as representatives from companies such as 

MDC International, Script House, the Coproduction Office, Reverse Angle, Peter Stockhaus Filmproduktion, ARTE, ZDF and last but not least funding institutions like CineMart, CineLink and the French National Center for Cinema (CNC).
After the success of the films Grbavica which was the first completed film to emerge from the Balkan Fund and which was awarded last year’s Golden Bear, The Tuning which received the main prize at the Mannheim Film Festival and the Best Feature Film award at the Napoli Film Festival and Gucha – Distant Trumpet which just competed in Berlinale’s Panorama section, other highly anticipated projects in the pipeline are:  Hidden Faces (written and directed by Handan Ipekci), Welcome Aboard  (written and directed by Costantine Giannaris), The Coat (written and directed by Kutlug Ataman), Small Crime (written and directed by Christos Georgiou), Kingdom Cum (written by Dimitrije Vojnov and directed by Srdjan Dragojevic), A Heart Shaped Balloon (written by Bogdan Mustata and directed by Catalin Mitulescu) and Principles of Life (written by Razvan Radulescu and directed by Radu Jude).  

The Balkan Fund is dedicated to the story and aims at contributing to the quality of the screenplay. As Greece's major film event and the premiere showcase in the Balkans for new and provocative work from around the world, the Balkan Fund of the International Thessaloniki Film Festival thus promotes and nurtures new screenwriters and directors and original trends in contemporary filmmaking.

The deadline for the submission of all applications is May 25, 2007 and all relevant information can be downloaded from our website: http://www.filmfestival.gr/balkan_fund/index_uk.html
Should you need additional information please contact balkanfund@filmfestival.gr
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