CHARLIE COX PLAYS THRISTRAN THORN IN STARDUST

Understandably, Charlie Cox has run the full sweep of emotions since winning the highly coveted role of Tristran Thorn in Stardust. 

Nerves, anxiety, excitement and unbridled joy would top the list and enthusiasm would be one of the many endearing characteristics this hugely likable young actor is simply brimming with.

“It’s really great fun,” he says of the Stardust experience. “Nerve wracking and a lot of pressure but I’ve enjoyed it so much.”

It’s no wonder really. Cox had been personally selected by director Matthew Vaughn from a band of hopefuls which numbered hundreds who auditioned for the role. And the filmmaker predicts that Charlie is on a fast track to stardom comparing him favourably to such British talents as Daniel Craig and Sienna Miller.

“He is a raw natural talent and if you think about the younger actors at the moment there are not many who can really act,” says Vaughn. “You know, so many people just want to be famous nowadays and they are not learning their profession but Charlie, as long as he picks the right thing to do next, is going to be great.”

The recipient of such lavish praise shrugs his slender shoulders in embarrassment at the very mention of that glowing reference in such illustrious company.

“You’ll have to give me a minute for that to sink in!” he smiles.  “But Matthew has certainly given me the biggest break I’ve ever had and hearing the names you have just mentioned that’s an incredibly exciting prospect. 

“You know working with Matthew has been so interesting because more than anything he is an incredible filmmaker. He has wonderful qualities and I’ve never worked with a director who has such a grasp of every aspect (of filmmaking). He cares so much about the costume, the music, every aspect of it all. And I just hope I deliver what he is asking for.”

Cox, 23, was born in London and first acted at Sherbourne School in Dorset, England. His first professional role came for the BBC in an episode of the series Judge John Deed. His film work includes playing Lorenzo in The Merchant of Venice (which starred Al Pacino) and appearing alongside Sienna Miller in Casanova.

Playing the lead in Stardust and heading a cast which includes Robert De Niro, Michelle Pfeiffer, Claire Danes, Ricky Gervais and Sienna Miller, is a big step up, not least in terms of the time he spends on set.

“I think the thing that I have noticed the most is that on the movies I’ve done before, you know with supporting roles and smaller parts, I’ll be in for a couple of days and then have ten days off, have a few fruitful days and then a few days off. Whereas with this I’ve been in virtually every day from the start,” he says. “But I’m not complaining. It’s been absolutely fantastic.”

Stardust, which is adapted for the screen from Neil Gaiman’s novel, is the story of Tristran Thorn’s voyage of discovery, from a small English village called Wall in Victorian times, to the magical land of Stormhold where he finds adventure, danger, exotic characters and strange creatures.

Tristran is desperate to impress the beautiful Victoria (Miller) and vows to bring back a falling star and in return she pledges that if he does, she’ll marry him. It means that Tristran has to climb over the village Wall and into the mysterious land beyond. 

This interview was conducted on set during filming at Pinewood Studios.

Q: How does it feel to be in such a big movie?

A: Yeah, it’s good fun, really good fun. Nerve wracking and a lot of pressure but so far I’ve really enjoyed it.

Q: Did you read the book first?

A: I did. I read Neil’s book, which I loved. It is slightly different to the script which was evident. But I think Jane (Goldman, screenwriter) and Matthew (Vaughn) did a fantastic job when they adapted it and they kept the same kind of feeling that the book has. It has a real edge to it, a kind of dark edge to the fairytale and that was very much in keeping with the script.

Q: What’s it like to work with Robert De Niro?

A: Amazing. Very, very special indeed. It’s very obvious when you work with Robert and Michelle (Pfeiffer) why they have the success they do, they are so focused and on the ball and so exciting and inventive.

Q: Were you nervous the first scenes you did with them?

A: Yes, terrified! (laughs). The first scene of any length I did with Robert De Niro was on the first day and it took me a while to kind of get into the moment because I was so taken aback by the fact that I was talking to Robert De Niro (laughs)

Q: But you have worked with Al Pacino before (in The Merchant of Venice).

A: Yes, but I didn’t have much screen time with Al Pacino and I didn’t have any exchanges with him, other than just a look here and there. I spent a lot of time with him outside of work, though. We would go to restaurants and things. But on screen really it was only a couple of moments and I was more aware of them than he was.

Q: Did he give you any advice?

A: I think it was very clear with Al that I was the youngest on set and he was very keen and excited to describe past experiences and to explain why something might be the way it is. But he was under such huge pressure because he had such a huge task ahead of him. And it’s the same with Bob but he was very helpful and quite quiet actually. He was great.

Q: What has been the biggest challenge?

A: I think the thing that I have noticed the most is that on the movies I’ve done before, you know with supporting roles and smaller parts, I’ll be in for a couple of days and then have ten days off, have a few fruitful days and then a few days off. Whereas with this I’ve been in virtually every day from the start. But I’m not complaining. It’s been absolutely fantastic (laughs) But you don’t have the time between the major scenes to really let go of the one you have just done and start thinking about the next one. Once you get going you just keep rolling and it’s best to go to bed as early as you can and keep your energy levels up! (laughs).

Q: You’re starring in a big movie, what do you think that Stardust will mean for your career?

A: I’d love to know the answer to that question, but I don’t. I really don’t. Obviously I hope it opens up some doors for me. I think the best thing that an established actor has is a freedom of choice. When you start you really take any job you can get as I have prior to this. So it would be nice to look at various projects and choose which one you want to do, so that would be what I would hope for. And prior to this I went on stage for the first time and I really did enjoy that and I do think it helped me as an actor. It was a group of friends who got together and we did it for free. But having done that and recognised how much I’ve learned from it, it would be nice to be able to go back to the stage.

Q: Did you have to learn any special skills for this movie?

A: Horse riding. Actually there’s a bit of kissing but I’d done some of that before (laughs). Actually, kisses feature and before I’d done my scene I watched a kissing scene with two of the other characters and I was really impressed by it. I hadn’t really thought about my one and I saw it and thought ‘wow, this is a challenge!’ You can really fall flat on your face with a bad screen kiss I reckon. (laughs) But I did learn how to horse ride. I’m still not very good at it.  And there’s something very funny, towards the end of the movie, there’s horse riding where I’m having to ride at speed. In the script it says I have to get off an abandoned cart.  It said ‘cart with horse’ and I trained on normal horses and I got there on the day and realised that I wasn’t riding a normal horse but a carthorse, which is the equivalent of going from a Ferrari to a tractor. And trying to look cool and heroic on a cart horse is a really tall order. And they don’t go that fast. To make a normal horse move, as you know, you just clip its belly with your heels and with this thing you had to give it a huge whack and even then you don’t glide, you are going everywhere. And I struggled to stay on it. (laughs).

Q: Why do you think they chose you?

A: It’s a hard question to answer because I didn’t see any of the other auditions. I do remember reading the script and feeling like I could bring something to the character. The script is fantastical and when reading it, what happens is so bizarre. But the actual dialogue is very real and full of emotion and recognisable feelings. So I remember thinking it would be a really exciting project to be on and play this character because you have all these bizarre happenings going on around you but there is a lot of real stuff going on in there and real emotions to play with. I remember thinking the key to the character was to make him as real as possible.

Q: Tristran starts as a boy but becomes a man during the story. How did you approach that?

A: The time period is about two to three weeks so realistically no one is going to go from boy to man that radically. On the other side of that we are dealing with a fantasy world where time really isn’t that clear and doesn’t have to be. Obviously the visuals aid my character; the costume and the hair change radically from the beginning. I was able to use that to my advantage. But also I was lucky enough, I had my first audition with Matthew and I auditioned many times afterwards, reading with different girls. So I had about 12 readings with Matthew so rather than just be offered a part and then go home and think about what I was going to do with it, I was able to have Matthew there all the time as we went through the process and build the character with him, which was really helpful.

Q: Is there a love story at the heart of this?

A: Yes, I think so. It’s got this real love story at the heart of it and then the excitement and the adventure and the special effects surrounding it. I do feel that the love story is key to it. If the love story works then all the comedy and all the adventure surrounding it, will really take off. They go hand and hand with each other.

Q: If the film is a success it could thrust you into the limelight. Are you prepared for that?

A: That’s really scary. I don’t know how you prepare for that. You don’t fight it, I imagine. I’m guessing. But I suppose it’s something that comes with the job and if you can do your best to keep your personal life as private as you can then you are in for a good shot at it.  I’ve worked with Sienna twice, I’m friends with her and she’s given me some advice.

Q: Did it help working on Stardust that you knew Sienna?

A: Yeah, it did. It was nice to come in work and say hello to a friend and have a giggle and laugh and kind of relax into it.

Q: Tristran discovers true love in the film. Are you a romantic guy who believes in the one and only love?

A: Um, yeah I think so. I haven’t found it yet, but I think so, yeah. I certainly believe in meeting someone and getting married and spending the rest of your life with them.

Q: Have you ever been disappointed by a girl?

A: Yeah, I’ve been disappointed by a girl (laughs). Show me a man who hasn’t!! Yes, I’ve had relationships that haven’t worked out. I recognise and remember that feeling at a tender age of believing that you whole-heartedly love someone and that if they didn’t love you back the world is over. So all that stuff with Sienna’s character at the beginning was really enjoyable to explore. And Tristran has this awkward, bumbling kind of presence about him. He is at that age where he is trying to come into his own but he just gets things wrong. He  says the wrong things and can’t help but do the wrong things. And I remember that and I recognise that and it’s fun to play with that.

Q: What do you think the Wall represents in the story?

A: Tristran at the beginning of the film has all these dreams and aspirations that he intends to explore and The Wall separates the magical land of Stormhold from England, it’s a very clear barrier and he needs a kick up the bum to really make the first move and go after his dream. And he has to cross The Wall to start living his life for himself. He really starts thinking about what he wants to do, what he wants to achieve, where he wants to go and what he wants to become.  Before he might have been doing things for his father and his friends.

ends
