[image: image1.jpg]



ANGELINA JOLIE STARS AS FOX

Angelina Jolie relished the opportunity to get ‘down and dirty’ in the action thriller Wanted.

The actress has always enjoyed the physical challenge presented by making big budget high-octane adventures with spectacular stunts – she played “Lara Croft” in two Tomb Raider films and starred alongside Brad Pitt in Mr. and Mrs. Smith – and Wanted saw her return to a genre she clearly loves.

“There’s a side to me that people know that is a humanitarian, there’s a side to me that is a mommy, but I think like all women there is a side to me that likes to get down and dirty and have fun and jump around,” she says. “And I’d missed that a little and I think it’s good for me to do that every once in a while.”

Jolie joined a stellar cast on Wanted – including James McAvoy and Morgan – directed by Russian filmmaker, Timur Bekmambetov, who won international acclaim with the highly original fantasy thriller Night Watch and its successful sequel, Day Watch.

“The reason I decided to do Wanted was because I had seen some of Timur’s films and I had met him and I thought ‘no matter how this turns out, there’s no way it’s going to be an average action movie,’” she explains.

“I knew that he would bring some very interesting textures to it that are from ancient Russian story telling, from the European sensibility, and from his time at art school.  He’s a real artist and I knew that it wasn’t just going to be that flashy summer cheap thing. I knew that he would do something neat with everything and push things. And he did.”

McAvoy plays, Wesley Gibson, whose mundane, 9 to 5 life is turned upside down when he discovers he is not the “apathetic loser” he always believed was his destiny. He is, in fact, the heir of a highly trained assassin who worked for a shadowy crime-fighting organisation called “The Fraternity” led by Sloan (Freeman). 

“James’s character really represents every guy with the shit job and a girlfriend who is cheating on him and everything about him isn’t cool,” says Jolie. “And then he is brought into this thing, The Fraternity, and we change his life and he becomes one of us.” 

“But it’s interesting because it’s James’ introduction into action movies so people will be watching his transformation into it directly, and he does do it, he’s very physical and he’s great.”

Jolie plays, Fox, a heavily tattooed, deadly assassin who hauls Gibson out of his “ordinary life” into the potentially lethal world of crime fighting where The Fraternity identify criminals to execute before they cause mayhem and loss of life.

Whilst emphasising that Wanted is an action thriller, she does believe that the theme of the film does provoke an interesting moral question. 

“If for example The Fraternity was just a bunch of people that killed for fun and enjoyed torturing people and just killing, then I wouldn’t be interested in doing it,” she says. 

“I liked the idea that if you knew there were people who you knew were going to kill other people in the future, should you take them out? And I think that’s interesting in a bigger political way.”
“You look at the world today and you say ‘do we have enough?’  Like, for example, we have this international criminal court that can issue arrest warrants for Darfur and the Congo and other places but are we ready to back it up? And yet if we don’t back up these things, what’s the other solution?” 

“Do we just go to war and kill a bunch of civilians in the process because we can’t handle this? And say ‘you’re a bad guy, get out and get on trial. We’ll deal with you...’ Instead we’re going to start a whole war. It doesn’t sound right. So in one way it sounds aggressive and saying ‘let’s deal with bad people in a very strong way’ but I think there does need to be something to prevent other kinds of violence.”

Filmed on location in Chicago and Prague over four months, Wanted was “huge fun to make” says Jolie which provided a strong test of her physical prowess as she tackled most of the stunt work herself.

The daughter of French actress Marcheline Betrand and Oscar winning actor Jon Voight, Jolie, 33, first started acting as a child and later studied at the Lee Strasberg Institute in New York and at New York University.

She won international recognition in the mid-1990s with films including Hackers and Foxfire. She earned both Golden Globe and Emmy nominations for her role in the made for TV movie George Wallace and again for her remarkable performance as drug addicted model in Gia. In 1999 she won the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress in Girl, Interrupted. 
Throughout her career, Jolie has enjoyed switching genres from action – playing the popular computer game heroine in Lara Croft: Tomb Raider and it’s sequel Lara Croft Tomb Raider: The Cradle of Life, an assassin in Mr. and Mrs. Smith – to more series drama including Beyond Borders and, more recently, the highly acclaimed A Mighty Heart in which she played the widow of murdered journalist Daniel Pearl.

Her work as a goodwill ambassador for the United Nations High Commission for Refugees started after first visiting Cambodia where she partly filmed the first Tomb Raider. Since then, she has travelled to more than 30 countries, including many dangerous regions, highlighting the plight of refugees. She has also funded several humanitarian projects in Asia and Africa. 

Jolie and her partner Brad Pitt have four children – Maddox, 7, Pax, 4, Zahara, 3, and two year old Shiloh.  The actress is now pregnant and expecting twins in the summer and plans to take some time off before returning to filmmaking.

This interview was conducted during the Cannes Film Festival where Jolie’s film, Changeling, directed by Clint Eastwood and due for an international release early next year, was screened in competition.

Q: What was it like to shoot?

A: It was demanding but it was also very nice, a lot of fun. They put my time kind of chunked together and gave me weekends off and limited my hours so I could be home with my kids, so they were very nice. It was fun for me to get back to that. I mean, there’s a side to me that people know that is a humanitarian, there’s a side to me that is a mommy, but I think like all women there is a side to me that likes to get down and dirty and have fun and jump around. I’d missed that a little and I think it’s good for me to do that every once in a while.

Q: And that’s an important side to keep in touch with. And one day your kids will look at films like Wanted and say ‘hey mom, that was impressive…’

A: They’ll finally think I’m cool because now I’m not really. It’s like my son will ask me to play a video game and I suck at it and he’s like ‘oh mom!’ or there will be some sports thing. His favorite game is Madden which is American football on the computer, he likes that. And I’m terrible and Brad’s terrible. We are both terrible. He wins all the time. We don’t even understand it properly. It’s that classic thing of a kid with a computer and we go ‘what? How did he do that?’ And mom is the dork who can’t figure out the plugs so one day they’ll see the films and see that mom is not a total dork.

Q: You have tattoos in Wanted. Was it nice to put some more on instead of having to cover them up?

A: Yes, it was. 

Q: Was that your idea?

A: It was my idea, but I didn’t have to push them. I think they wouldn’t have asked me to take mine off but to make it so that it wasn’t me, it was a little removed from me, we added some more. But I loved it. It was hard for me to not want to go and get tattooed when I finished the film ‘oh, 8 more tattoos feels fine! I like this!’ It was quite a few more, maybe four or five on my arms and a big piece on my back and I had two on my butt. I was tempted to keep them.

Q: Did you get any injuries filming Wanted?

A: No, not on Wanted. I had one on Tomb Raider, the first one. It was silly but it’s always the dumbest things that get you. Like the big, crazy stunts are fine. Like I had to run and jump over a box (laughs). And the floor was wet and I ran and jumped over the box and I landed and my ankle just snapped. I had such good physical therapy that I don’t feel it now. But I tore the tendons, not completely off but I ripped the tendons and I came back like two days later with a cane and I think they were trying to rush me off because they were like ‘not great for crew morale, could you please put the cane away.’ But we had to stall some running scenes. I could stand and I could shoot and I could do some things. But I had to do physical therapy every morning. But that one healed really well because I had a great therapist.

Q: Did you have a stunt double on Wanted?

A: I have this great stunt double who I have worked with forever, who is called Eunice Huthart, who is from Liverpool. She is amazing. She did Mr. and Mrs. Smith. She is the influence for Maddox’s understanding of football (soccer); she got him into supporting Liverpool. We’ve done quite a few films together –Tomb Raider, Mr. and Mrs. Smith and Wanted. But the great thing about her is that she knows me very well so she can help set up a stunt in a way that makes it safe and that actually allows me to then do it myself. For example, with the car sequence in Wanted she will be the first one on the hood and put the strap on. It’s like a very short harness that goes around your hips and it’s hooked to the bottom of the car, so you can slide but you can’t slide off the car. But she’ll test that first and slide all around it and then she’ll say ‘alright you’re good to go.’ So in the film I get to do the majority of the stunts but she is the one who preps it and makes sure that it works and that’s the dangerous thing. She makes it safe for me.

Q: What sort of preparation did you do for Wanted and did it feel harder training this time?

A: I didn’t get in the great shape I was in for both of the Tomb Raider films because I just don’t have the time with the kids now (laughs). I used to be able to just train all the time and it’s a totally different life. And you know, my body has changed, I’ve had a baby and I’d breast fed so you feel like ‘OK, I’ve got to retrain muscles that have not been doing this for a very long time and just get myself back into shape.’ But when it comes to just running around and stuff, I’m used to that at home and you know, four kids is harder than an action movie! (laughs).

Q: What was James McAvoy like to work with?

A: Oh he is so funny; he’s such a great guy. I think that’s why people are going to like the film because it does have all these interesting elements of an action movie but the main character you are watching is James and he really represents every guy with the shit job and a girlfriend who is cheating on him and everything about him isn’t cool. And then he is brought into this thing, The Fraternity, and we change his life and he becomes one of us. But it’s interesting because it’s James’ introduction into action movies so people will be watching his transformation into it directly, and he does do it, he’s very physical and he’s great.

Q: Could you handle yourself if you had to?

A: I think so. I think there are certain combat skills, certain fighting skills that would come out. I tend to want to throw an elbow. I don’t know why. All the punches and the head-butts and the kicks I’ve learned and I always want to get somebody with my elbow – that’s my first instinct. (laughs)

Q: And is that empowering?

A: Sure. I think it’s good for anybody, any woman, man or kid, whoever, to learn a skill when it comes to fight training whether it be kung fu or boxing or kick boxing because self defence is important. We want our kids to learn it. They are going to get into a fight some day so they might as well learn how to take care of themselves.

Q: James was saying that it felt odd at first handling the weapons in the film, because he’d never really done that before. How do you feel about that?

A: I do know what he means, but I also acknowledge that it’s like somebody saying ‘I’m never going to let my kids watch a movie that has a gun in it’ but that’s just not a reality in this day and age. I think it’s important to know that this exists. But I’m very clear with my children about what’s a good guy and what’s a bad guy. We have this thing if they are watching a movie at home and they say ‘is that a bad guy mommy?’ and I said ‘well, is he trying to hurt somebody else?’ If you see somebody picking on somebody else, somebody starting the fight, that’s the bad guy and the other one is the good guy.

Q: You do some spectacular driving in the film. Do you like to drive?

A: It’s funny, the other day, I didn’t have a baby shower but my girlfriends rented a sports car for me to drive around in. So Brad and I just drove around in a sports car all day. It was fantastic. It was a Mercedes with the suicide doors. This new sports car that had just come out. I love to drive. It was in LA. But in general at home, because of getting followed and things like that and with the kids, I don’t drive very much at all because I don’t like being stressed out and being followed when I have kids in the car. So it’s a pleasure that’s been denied to me. But hopefully when we come to other countries and we’re here for a few months, I would love to rent a car and race around the back roads of France.

Q: Jan de Bont said that there wasn’t an actress in the world better at handling stunts than you. Did you feel that you got back on top of that particular game with Wanted?

A: A little bit. This film as people will see is not like Tomb Raider for me, so it doesn’t demand all of the types of stunts that you do in a Tomb Raider or a Mr. and Mrs. Smith – they had a certain type of physical stunts. This one is different, there are stunts in it, but they are not the most challenging stunts I’ve ever done.

Q: Are you a bit of an adrenaline junkie?

A: Yeah, I think so. I’ve actually got a pilot’s license and so does Brad. But I didn’t want to fly just because of that. I mean, I do love the idea of just being up in the air but I think it’s more of the traveller in me. I just want to go to places that are un-mapped still. It’s the freedom thing. And with flying there’s something so…I mean, from here the two of us could get in the plane and be in Italy for lunch. You know, it’s extraordinary with technology and things like that…
Q: You said before that you ‘lacked purpose, I was very unhappy and very unhealthy.’ What gave you purpose do you think? Was it the children?

A: I think I had to find purpose and balance before I became a mother. I knew that. I wouldn’t have just jumped into being a mom until I knew I was all right and that I could be stable. I think it was travelling with the UN. I had started to learn a lot with work, like with the Tomb Raider films, I would go to Cambodia, I’d go round the world and I started to notice there was so much of the world I didn’t know. And then this idea of celebrity, this idea of sitting with you, you know 10 years ago what do you talk about when you just make movies? You sit down and you feel like ‘what’s your contribution? Oh, I made a movie and I hope you enjoy it and it’s entertaining...’ And after a while that begins to wear on you because you feel like ‘what am I contributing’ and ‘people keep asking me questions but I don’t feel I have anything important to talk about or anything that matters to me, I haven’t learned enough as a human being, as an individual...’ 

Q: So when you travelled you began to be interested in other issues, humanitarian issues?

A: Yes. I started to become aware of the world and I started to find a voice with politics and humanitarian issues. I felt that there was suddenly more of a purpose to sit down and do an interview, there was more reason behind having a voice and that gave me more focus. When you’ve been raised in Los Angeles and around Hollywood and you suddenly find yourself by yourself with a backpack in a war zone where people are dying and people are crying because they don’t have enough food for their kids. You very quickly realize what actually matters and it makes everything seem very silly and very far away. I’ve known disdain for other parts of the world and I’m happy to be in Cannes and I appreciate all of that and I think there are a lot of nice people here, there are great parents here and all of those wonderful things, but it’s very important to suddenly be smacked in the face and say like ‘what are you so upset about? You are twenty something and you are depressed because of what? You have your health and you know where your family is, you can get food’ and from that moment on I never lost that focus.

Q: Of the countries you’ve visited which is the one that you love the most?

A: Cambodia was the first country that made a big impression on me and it’s where my first child is from and we have a millennium village there now and a TB/Aids clinic.

Q: You funded that didn’t you?

A: Yeah, Brad and I have done a bunch of things.

Q: Which of the projects that you’ve funded are you the most proud of?

A: Well the TB/Aids clinic we have has been extraordinary because we’ve seen children go through and get better and we’ve seen them reverse from being very ill to looking healthy and going to school. The millennium village was a great study for us in how to approach aid work. We wanted to see how it was done and if it was going to make sense, and I think we were the first Asian millennium village and the first to deal with landmines because it was a unique situation. But yeah, it’s been good. 5,000 people are in our village and we’re changing everything from the maternal mortality rate to their soil production, so it’s just great.

Ends
