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In the riotous new comedy, The Proposal, Sandra Bullock makes Ryan Reynolds an offer he cannot refuse… Here, Reynolds’ Andrew Paxton, a put-upon underling in a top-notch New York publishing house, agrees to marry his domineering boss, Margaret Tate (Bullock) when she’s threatened with deportation to her native Canada, but Paxton has conditions of his own. With the promise of a promotion in hand, and the tables turned, the unlikely couple heads to Alaska to meet Andrew’s eccentric family (Mary Steenburgen, Craig T. Nelson, Betty White) and prepare for an impending interrogation with a very suspicious immigration official. First, however, they must survive each other. 

Directed by Anne Fletcher (27 Dresses), the infectious comedy marks one of four major releases slated for Reynolds this year: the Vancouver native, named one of People magazine’s ‘Sexiest Men’ of 2008, will also be seen in Adventureland (from Superbad director, Greg Mottola), X-Men Origins: Wolverine, and opposite Julia Roberts, Carrie-Ann Moss and Emily Watson in Fireflies in the Garden. We caught up with Reynolds at the Four Seasons Hotel in Beverly Hills.

CONGRATULATIONS ON THE PROPOSAL, IT’S REALLY A TERRIFIC FILM….

Thank you. Thank you, very much. You know, comedies – they’re actually hard to pull off even under the best possible circumstances. I think they’re really contingent on one thing and one thing only. And that’s chemistry. So if the leads don’t have that enigmatic thing together, it’s going to be difficult. 

WHAT INITIALLY ATTRACTED YOU TO THE PROJECT?

Well, a friend of mine [writer-producer, Pete Chiarelli], wrote it, for starters. And as I went through the script, I realized there were a lot of things in there that I’d actually said out loud in his presence…  It was like, “Hey - if someone else does this movie, you’re going to have to take that stuff out!” Of course, I liked that. And when Sandy [Sandra Bullock], said she was going to do it, that sealed the deal for me. I mean, I’ve known her for eight years. So it was pretty exciting to rock into a situation like this. Because, like I said, it’s so important to have that chemistry. To be able to walk in and say, we have eight years of chemistry built in, already? It sounds hokey to say it, but the most delightful place to be every day was on that set. 

WERE YOU CONCERNED THINGS WOULD WORK ON SCREEN, THOUGH, GIVEN IT’S THE FIRST TIME YOU’VE FILMED TOGETHER?

Yeah, you have a bit of that. What if our chemistry off-screen isn’t something we can actually translate into something on screen? You have a bit of that fear. But no, working with your buddy like that and getting to show up every day at work and laugh is a rarity. Even on big comedies. Sometimes big comedy sets are the most unfunny places to be. Trust me.

WERE THERE ANY SURPRISES?

I was expecting it. But it still surprised me, nevertheless – slamming headlong into a nude Sandra Bullock. That was surprising the first time it happened. And the twentieth.  

WAS IT AT ALL AWKWARD? 

Anything involving two people running into each other naked is going to be a little awkward at first. But by the end of the day, I’m surprised we remembered to put our clothes on when we walked back to the trailer… You know, it wasn’t that bad (laughs). I was initially thinking, “We’re going to have to get liquored up... It’s going to get nasty... What if I throw up on her naked body?”  But we ended up just kind of… I mean, your call-time is at 6 in the morning, so who’s going to drink alcohol then?  So we basically showed up and off we went. What made it awkward wasn’t the slamming into each other naked for the gag. It was the fact that we’re very good friends outside of this. So it was a little bit bizarre, you know. 

YOU CERTAINLY WERE IN SHAPE FOR IT. 

I was training for a marathon at the time, so I had my end taken care of. Sandy was the one doing crunches in her hotel room (laughs).

ANY OTHER PREPARATION FOR THE FILM… ASIDE FROM RUNNING THE ODD MARATHON?

I waxed my upper lip and that was about it, (laughs)… I mean, the preparation usually on a movie like this is that horrible three weeks leading up to it where you’re trying to hang out with your costar and establish some kind of rhythm and language together. We didn’t have to do any of that. It was, you know, just us.

THE MOVIE OFFERS A TWIST ON THE TYPICAL MALE-FEMALE RELATIONSHIP… 

I am the damsel in distress, yes. 

ARE YOU THE OVERLY SENSITIVE LEADING LADY TYPE?

Absolutely. I am the overly sensitive leading lady type. But that’s how I am in real life too, so it’s no big stretch for me, actually. 

YOU WERE ALSO CHOSEN BY PEOPLE MAGAZINE AS ONE OF THE SEXIEST MEN OF 2008…

I have a million jokes I could go into about that right now. But for the most part that stuff is relatively silly. You’re fortunate to be counted amongst these things, but at the same time it’s absolutely ludicrous. 

THIS IS A BIG YEAR FOR YOU…

Yeah, you don’t usually plan on them to stack up like this. But yes, a lot of big releases.

WHAT’S IT LIKE FROM YOUR PERSPECTIVE?

For any actor, the two greatest moments, usually, are the moment you get the job and the moment you finish the job (laughs). These films were a little bit different for me, because I enjoyed the whole process of making them. I got to work with a lot of creative people, people that I respect and admire, people that care. I’ve been on sets where people don’t necessarily care so much about what they’re doing and it’s an awful place to work. I feel this year I really had an opportunity to be on sets where everyone was aligned and ready to go. 

DO YOU WORRY ABOUT OVEREXPOSURE? 

I would if they were three comedies in a row or three action movies in a row… But since each one is so wholly different than the last, I don’t worry about that so much. Plus, I’m a supporting character in two of them. You know, I’m a lead in The Proposal, but in Wolverine I’m a supporting character and in Adventureland I’m a supporting character. 

WHY DID YOU DECIDE TO BECOME AN ACTOR? 

Initially it was just to get out of the house. There was a cattle call for a TV show [Hillside]. The show was shooting in Florida, which was the big key for me. I went and spent four days being narrowed down from thousands of kids and ended up being on it. 

HOW OLD WERE YOU?

I was 13. I shifted off from Vancouver to Florida, where I got to grow up fast. But I didn’t really get hooked until my 20s. It was even after Van Wilder, and all that stuff, where I had that moment where I thought, “I love this. I love what I do.” I suddenly had a series of criteria and goals that I wanted to meet for the first time.

WHAT DO YOU FEEL WAS YOUR BIG BREAK? 

I think I’ve left thirty big breaks in my wake - every job feels like a big break to me. Every job I do feels like something new and a different direction to go in. I don’t ever feel self-satisfied with how things are with my career. I think if you do, you kind of quit. You get kind of complacent and idle. That said, Van Wilder (2002), was a break for me. And there was an importance for me to not do Van Wilder again after that. You know, they’ve made a couple of sequels since then, none of which I’ve been in.  

YOU CERTAINLY DON’T REPEAT YOURSELF IN YOUR PERFORMANCES.

It’s all about not doing the same thing over and over. But I’ve never had such enormous success in any one genre that I’ve been limited. That’s a good thing and a bad thing. To stay in this game, you have to have some kind of success. It doesn’t have to be enormous, but movies have to make money. And I’ve been fortunate enough that my movies have made money. So I feel like this is my big break (laughs). They all feel like that. 

WHICH IS HARDER TO EXECUTE FOR YOU – A COMEDY LIKE THE PROPOSAL OR AN EFFECTS FILM LIKE WOLVERINE? 

The latter. The intense effects stuff is much harder. For Wolverine I spent six months rehearsing a sequence that lasts 45 seconds in the movie: a sword sequence. Just so I could do it all and make it look effortless. Comedy, coming to a set, it happens in the moment. It happens with your costar. You can come in with all these preconceived notions as to what will be ‘funny’ in a scene. And I guarantee you, every time, they’ll be thrown out. Because they are preconceived and it feels like it. 

IS THERE A SENSIBILITY THAT CANADIANS BRING TO THE COMEDY TABLE?

A sense of irony and self-deprecation. And I think a lot of those comedic traits are somewhat borrowed from the UK. At least for me… I mean, growing up, watching Fawlty Towers and the Monty Python series. And even now watching Little Britain… For me, there’s nothing better than deadpan, than dry. And the drier, the better.

HOW CONVINCING WAS SANDRA’S ‘CANADIAN’?

Her Canadian? Well, she’s got the self-deprecation part down pat. Definitely. I quizzed her at the beginning of the film and she was pretty much spot on. The only thing she didn’t know was poutine. Every Canadian knows what a poutine is: a delicious concoction of gravy, french-fries and cheese curds. And it comes with open heart surgery on the side. She didn’t know what that was, but otherwise she was spot on (laughs).  

WHAT ARE YOUR HOPES FOR THE PROPOSAL?

I just hope people see it. And I hope people get to experience a bit of the fun that we had making it. You know, a lot of times when you have a great experience on set, the movie turns out to be not nearly as good. This is one of those unusual experiences where I think the movie is actually better than the time we had making it. 
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