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BRUCE WILLIS – Agent Greer
Congratulations on the movie, Bruce.

Thanks so much. 

What we’ve seen so far looks really exciting.  
Tell me, what kind of ride are audiences in for when they go to see this movie?

It’s a suspense thriller – action thriller, so it obviously has some of the action in it and probably more than you got to see.  And there is a kind of a mystery of whodunit in there… umm… and … me running down the street, looking like that, trying to save the world.  I think this is the tenth time, Paul … tenth time I save the world?  Tenth or eleventh time I save the world. 

PAUL:  At least. 

J:  And uh… {pause}  it’s uhh… you know, it’s a difficult thing being an actor really.  You’ve got to remember a lot of lines. 

Tell us a little bit about your character…

Did you get the gist?  My character… he’s cranky, he’s irritable, he’s a cop, he’s not happy with the way things are going.  And uhhh… he doesn’t get along with his wife and estranged from his wife because of surrogacy and just wants his wife back.  And people could have one uh… one of the byproducts of surrogacy is that people tend to hide behind that mask, which is… you know, not a bad thing.  I bet there are a lot of people in the world who’d like to behind masks and probably do.

Can you explain a little bit more about the surrogacy concept?
I don’t understand it. Well its… do you carry a phone with you? You carry a phone.  Do you have like a Blackberry? And do you remember when you didn’t have a Blackberry, when you didn’t carry a phone with you all the time and weren’t in constant contact with the world.  The thing is  that Blackberry is … of them extrapolating that technology, to the point where they can create a walking visual form that is impervious to danger and uhhh… protects the actual person that is driving that Blackberry and is telling that Blackberry what to do and what to think and how to move.  

It’s difficult to explain; it’s more of a visual concept than a … than a verbal one, but that’s pretty much it.  And it’s gotten out of control; it’s just gone worldwide and now everybody has a surrogate.

It’s an interesting concept that kind of brings up our real life obsession with beauty and technology.

Uh hmm 

Is this something that really interests you when you first read it?

It … it doesn’t interest me at all; it alarms me that the interest in… it’s just… I think it … and I think on the low end of danger that it uhh… it’s just a way for people to communicate information faster.  

As an example, the death of Michael Jackson went around the world in about 4 seconds, in a very short amount of time, and that wouldn’t have happened 10 years ago, it wouldn’t have happened 20 years ago.  Information continues to be compressed and to move faster.  Umm… I’m not a fan of the social networking uhhh… uhhh… technology that exists or … or ummm… electronic technology.  If the power went out, we’d all have to go home right now.

Was that a good explanation?  I don’t … I don’t know if it was anymore. 

No, that was great.  I’ve got to ask you about your costars, Radha Mitchell.  First of all, what’s the relationship between both of your characters and what was she like to work with?

Are you talking about Radha?

Yeah.

She’s great.  She’s a great actress.  She did a great job.  Uhhh… fun to work with, funny, uhh… just a … just a great kid.  She’s gonna make some great movies. 

And your relationship between… in the movie.

We’re both cops, we’re partners.  We’re partners, and we actually have our surrogate partners that work together.  Umm… and there is a uhh… I don’t know if I can tell you this or not – I guess I can tell you … there is a reference – a couple of references in the film, surrogates can actually have sex [inaudible 5:29], but Radha’s surrogate and mine don’t have sex with each other.  I don’t know why I told you that, but I just use it as an example. 

My biggest concern really with technology and with a movie coming out about technology is that I have a younger daughter, Rumer, who is an actress umm… who is about to turn 21 next week, who has a film coming out on September 11th, and as I see, Surrogates comes out on the 25th of September.  My biggest concern is that her film kicks ours in the ass.  {knocks wood}  But hopefully not, because I’ll never live that down.

Rosamund Pike – you mentioned her before.

Rosamund is great.

She plays your wife.  Can you talk a little bit about your relationship and your character between the two of you and what she was like to work with. 

Well, it’s an estranged uhh… estranged relationship.  Uhh… it … it … she’s a terrific actress, really classically trained and uhh… I think she’s … I’m not sure if she’s still doing the play, but she was just in a play with Dame Judi Dench in uhh… England, in London, I think.  She’s terrific, really sweet, really… you know, brought a lot to it.  Umm… and uhh… I’d work with her again anytime.

RADHA MITCHELL – Agent Peters
Can you explain to me, tell me what a surrogate is in the movie and how it works. 

A surrogate is like a puppet robot that you use to do everything for you in your life and that like is everything.  So you stay home and you sit in a chair and put on some glasses, and then you get this sensation that everything that your robot is doing is something that you’re doing, so you can feel everything vicariously in this way.  And that’s … that’s the sort of world in which the story is set. 

And tell us about your surrogate Agent Peters, her character. 

I play a woman called Jennifer Peters, but I actually play … most of the time, I’m playing the robot of  Jennifer Peters’ character.  And I’m an FBI agent working with Tom Greer’s surrogate on a case where somebody has figured out a way to kill robot… to kill the person by killing their robot, and it gets very complicated.  Anyway, that’s what’s happened.  And it’s the first time in the history of surrogacy that this has ever occurred, and it’s a fairly new technology that people have recently adopted, so everybody is completely freaked out about a homicide because it feels like crime has been eradicated when they’ve brought in this technology.  

So we’re trying to figure out what’s going on and we work together in this way.  She’s a fairly mercurial character, you’re not quite sure exactly what her agenda is.  There is a few moments where you meet the real person, ummm… who is a kind of über nerd Daniel Johnson-type personality who stays at home basically all day and, you know, works in surrogate.

So it’s interesting to have these sort of jeweled physical bodies to play in. 

What are the pros and cons of being a surrogate? 

What are the pros?  The pros is that you can sort of look however you want.  Umm… and you can basically do whatever you want, and if it’s too cold, you don’t feel it because you can just sort of adjust the temperature.  If you’re bored listening to someone, you can just turn them down.  I mean you can filter reality however you want to experience it.

I guess the con is that in doing that, you’re not really experiencing reality and ultimately, you’re not experiencing yourself. 

It’s an interesting concept that brings up our real life obsession with beauty and technology...

Uh hmm

Did exploring these issues really appeal to you? 

Umm… it was actually, in reality, quite confronting because we were playing these supposedly enhanced looking beings, and so we got dissected by the studio {laughs} and they were like “you need to bleach your teeth…” and “we don’t like your hair, we’re going to try…” you know, all these different looks on you and you’re too this and you’re too that… {laughs}  and I’m like what?  You talk about me like I’m a piece of meat.  But umm… you know, that I guess is sort of really what the story is commenting on and what is this obsession with perfection and what does it actually mean and if we had the opportunity to just sort of be so perfect that we didn’t even have to be ourselves, would we do that and is that healthy.  

It was really interesting to go through that process. 

I’ve got to ask you about working with Bruce Willis.  Tell me one thing that really surprised you about him.

Umm… I mean he’s a fairly kind of impetuous character and he’s… you know, always surprising.  I mean that he’s got a thing with peanut butter milkshakes was a surprise to me.  {laughs}  I’m like he likes peanut butter milkshakes.  

Umm… but you know, what’s great about him is he’s really funny and he’s really smart and he really is … you know, he’s a lot like the characters that he plays.  And he’s the perfect kind of umm… lead for this kind of film because he always does these amazing performances in action films because I think he … he understands macho, but he also understands how to kind of take the piece out of it, and I think that’s what’s appealing about him. 

Can you explain the relationship between both of your characters in the movie.

Uhhh… we have a kind of estranged relationship, and it’s sort of changed in various different version of the film but initially, we were new partners and now we’re partners that are working together basically to solve this case and we kind of … our agenda is just to figure out pretty much what’s going on and sometimes we kind of annoy each other and you know, ultimately we kind of figure … figure it out.  But it’s … at times, it’s a terse relationship, at times, it’s a friendly relationship but he’s certainly the guy who has been at the gig longer than she has.  And you know, it was kind of … it was fun to play with him because in real life, he really was the guy who has played the cop like a thousand times and knows it backwards and he’d sort of give me tips on how to do that.  And it was … it was really kind of fun to be with him. 

Jonathon said that he had wanted to work with you for quite some time. 

Uh hmmm.

Was that part of the appeal to be involved in this? 

Well, obviously, I mean he’s a very talented director who has directed, you know, big movies very successfully.  And not everybody can do that.  I mean it … it’s … it is a lot of work to be able to bring all of these elements together and with all these different people who all have opinions and to be able to have a point of view within all of that is a challenge in itself.  He’s also a very, you know, intelligent man and umm… has some really clear and … and … and great ideas.  But the script itself was compelling and just the discussions that were, you know, come out of the concept of the story are already like super engaging.  There was a lot about the movie that I wanted to be involved in. 

What kind of ride do you think audiences will go on when they go and see this movie? 

I mean the first part is they’ve got into the concept – like what?  Surrogates?  What does that mean?  That’s the first step.  And then when somebody die, what does that mean and then why did they die?  There is just like a whole lot of stuff that you have to kind of try … that keeps you kind of involved because you’ve got to figure out what is going on.  So constantly you’re trying to understand what’s happening within this sort of reality and what does that mean and ladadadada….

Ummm… and then there is a lot of twists and turns and surprises and what you think might be is not.  Umm… so it constantly just sort of keeps you involved. 

But what I really love about the story is ultimately it asks you… it poses questions about society and how we live and how we’re going to participate that are quite ummm… confronting, and I think that’s what’s most interesting about the film. 

In what situations would it be fun for you to have a surrogate in real life? 

Ohhh there are so many situations.  I mean just the idea that, you know, if you have a 4 o’clock in the morning call that the surrogate will do it for you.  {laughs}  I mean, that already is appealing.  I mean driving in L.A., long airplane flights – there is a whole lot of stuff that I could just do without but at the same time, it’s all those things that, you know, make life what it is.

What would your surrogate look like? 

Umm… well I was just saying before that she would probably look a lot like me but she would have a long tail, you know, like a sort of uhh… cat’s tail that I could sort of use whilst talking to kind of, you know, swish around and you know… I have another … another limb, like an accessory – something like that.  

In the film, we see that the surrogates basically look like a younger version of  yourself . There were so many digital effects involved in making you look like that.  What did you think of it when you actually saw it? 

Umm… I don’t know… that looks allright! {laughs}  Umm… no, I mean that was something that you would expect if we’re going to create these robots, we’re going to have to create a look that is not human.  Umm… and then to juxtapose that with the real humans, I think, is … is … is visually quite interesting to have them look like this and then they look like that, and that’s kind of what the story is about.  That, you know, you could look like anything.  That’s not really the point; the point is who you are as a person.  So it was fun to be able to put on a little fat suit and then put on high heels and you know, just have a completely different look. 

JONATHON MOSTOW - Director
Congratulations on the movie, Jonathon. 

Thank you. 

What we’ve seen so far looks really exciting.  How would you actually describe this movie? 

I’d say it’s an action thriller, set in the near future, and it posits the idea of what if you never had to leave your home because you could live your life vicariously through a robot that you control, control everything that it’s doing, and you’re also getting all the information that the robot is experiencing – tastes, smell, hearing, [inaudible 1:14] – and that’s all coming back to you.  So it’s as if you were really doing it yourself, but you don’t have to leave your home, you don’t have to expose yourself to disease, to safety, to embarrassment, you always look great because it’s this idealized version of yourself.  So what would it be like to live life like that.

And how is it different to other robot movies that we’ve seen before? 

Well the interesting thing in this movie is very simple but it makes it very original is other robot movies we’ve seen, the robots are ascensioned (?) – it means that they can think for themselves.  In this movie, the robots are really just tools, they’re puppets, they’re machines.  Umm… so the robot doesn’t do anything that you don’t control it to do.  So uhh… what that means is it’s almost like a metaphor for being on the Internet.  You know?  You can have email programmed but it’s not going to send an email for you, it’s not going to write your own email; you have to write the email and send it.  Umm… and this idea of staying home and living your life vicariously, well that… that’s the way we’re living right now, today.  We can do our email and Facebook and Twitter and do our shopping; it can all be done from the comfort and safety of our own home. 

Tell me about the casting; what was it in particular that you were looking for?  

Well, for casting the lead of this movie, which is Bruce’s role, I was looking for a few things.  First of all, I was looking for a movie star, who is a great actor.  So now I already have a very short list of people.  And then I said, you know, I want something… somebody who is going to take this premise, which is a larger than life premise, and make it really believable, emotional, relatable, give the audience the human connection and for me, Bruce’s name shot to the top of that list.  

And add in to that the fact that he has a history of playing cops, FBI agents, investigators umm… and that he also brings the cache of being in some just classic science fiction films, like Sixth Sense, 12 Monkeys, Fifth Element… umm… and that it just felt … he just felt like the right fit for this film.  And that’s what casting is all about; you’re just trying to get the right fit for the particular movie. 

And what about your females?  First of all, Radha Mitchell.

Yeah, Radha is a wonderful actress.  I’ve always been a fan of her work; I’ve been wanting to work with her for quite awhile, and she fit the bill for this movie perfectly.  She’s a wonderful actress.  She’s gorgeous.  And she’s kind of a … you know, she’s a fresh … relatively fresh face, you know, for an audience.  I mean she’s been in some big studio movies umm… but there is something kind of unique and novel about her and because of the particular role she plays in the movie where she actually umm… without giving too much of the movie away, there are several different dimensions of her, I should say, that we get to see in the film.  I wanted somebody who had a … uhh… would be a fresh … uhhh… sense in the film for the audience. 

And Rosamund Pike.

Rosamund Pike, again, an actress who I just have always adored and uhh… again, absolutely beautiful, magnificent actress, and I needed somebody who could play Bruce’s wife in the film.  And it’s a really interesting relationship they have because in the film uhh… while Bruce’s character is beginning to develop some of these ambivalent feelings about living life through a surrogate, his wife loves it.  In fact, she won’t even come out of her room.  She hasn’t come out of her bedroom for several months, and they live in the same apartment and sleep in separate bedrooms.  And she’s very happy to have her whole life existing with Bruce only through the surrogate.  And uhh… so Rosamund was able to play that sort of perfect uhhh… ummm… surrogate-like character and yet, when we see the real her, gives us the emotional vulnerabilities we can understand the human character behind it. 

Can you talk about how many digital effects were involved and the amount of re-touching that needed to be done. 

There is a huge number of digital shots in this movie; more so than any film I’ve done and uhh… if we’ve done our job right, they’ll mostly be invisible.  You’ll just get sucked into the world of the movie where everybody looks great, they all look perfect and that’s because we’ve digitally altered peoples’ faces, whether that means removing wrinkles and blood vessels and acne uhh… to more substantial things, we’ve actually modified the shape of somebody’s face and somebody’s physical appearance.  So sometimes if you came to our digital effects meetings, it often seemed like a dermatology convention because we’re talking about imperfections in peoples’ faces, but it was an important part of the movie to make sure that everybody looked great.  Because, again, the idea of this movie is that most people select to have these idealized versions of themselves to be their surrogates. 

What kind of ride are audiences in for when they go and see this movie?

Well, you know, when I go see a movie – if I’m going to go out on a Saturday night to see a movie, first and foremost, I just want to escape for 2 hours and see just kind of a story that can kind of make me forget about everything else.  And for me, it’s not only just about having the thrills and the action and all that stuff; it’s about having a human story and it’s also about having a movie where I don’t know what’s going to happen next.  I love going to see a movie where I just don’t know what’s going to happen next.  

So my definition of success in a film is when we’re watching it with the audience that nobody gets up to go to the bathroom because you’re afraid if you get up, you might miss something.  And that’s… that’s kind of the movie I like to go see and that’s the movie that … the kind of movie I aspire to make. 

We do get the feeling that this is taking place in the not too distant future.  How far away do you think a life like this could actually happen? 

It’s interesting, … the … the core technology for surrogates exists now.  We already have the ability to read peoples’ brainwaves and translate that into motor activity.  There is … there is cases of people who are fully paralyzed that are able to, for example, type because we can understand what letter they’re thinking of. 

Umm… there has been experiments with monkeys where they’ve implanted electrodes and the monkey simply, with its thoughts, is able to control a mechanical arm that enables the monkey to feed itself.  

Umm… so you take that with the huge revolution going on in the field of robotics and it feels like if you merge those two, it’s inevitable that that will happen.  Is that 15 years, 20 years, 30 years – I don’t know.  I mean, I’m not a scientist, but umm… it feels like that’s where the world is going.  Whether or not it catches on or not, that’s a question of, you know, is there a consumer market for this kind of technology and, you know, only time will tell.  But if anything – if we’ve learned anything from the evolution of technology and the Internet and computers in the last couple of decades, is that if you can provide people convenience and give them … give them… replace something that they were doing in their lives with something that just doesn’t require them to leave their house and it’s easier, they’ll buy it.  They’ll do that.  People seem to want that.   


