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The Last Season: Shawaks, the second feature-lenght documentary film by Kazim Oz from Mesopotamia Cinema Collective, will have its national premiere in the 28th Istanbul Film Festival. The film will have its international premiere in the 15th Vision du Reel Film Festival in Nyon, Switzerland. In late April, The Last Season: Shawaks will be screened in the Trento Film Festival in Italy. Produced with the support of ARTE France and Jan Vrijman Fund, The Last Season: Shawaks deals with the almost extinct life style of the Shawaks community living in Dersim area as well as their struggle and harmony with nature. 
Kazim Öz travels with pastoral Shawaks from Dersim villages to Dersim mountains when spring starts with heavy rain. The journey that ends at the zeniths of mountains starts again in autumn after long working days during hot summer in the highlands. Shawaks get on the road to return their village this time. After weeks of travelling with herds, Shawaks reach their village and the cycle begins from the start. Stating an aesthetic and creative sentence about human, nature, and labor, The Last Season: Shawaks invites the viewer to an unusual journey. Starting and ending with tales, this journey provides a window for ninety minutes to the rich cultural world of Shawaks as well as their lie struggle. 
Production Notes

The production of The Last Season: Shawaks has been realized between February 2007 and August 2008 by a crew of seven, eight. 

Following a long preproduction and research process, the crew documented the four seasons of the Dersim geography and nomad life and culture as they lived with a Shawaks family over an extended period of time. 

The shootings took place in several locations of Ovacik and Munzur mountains but especially in Pertek and nearby villages. The crew camped with nomads several times during the long journeys and the highland life.

A scene in winter was shot in Kulp area of Diyarbakir.

The baby lamb, one of the main characters of the film, overtook the two other baby lambs and got the lead role by its charm and warm relationship with the youngest girl of the family.

It was the crew and the mules who carried the equipment like dolly and lights under the hard transportation conditions up in the mountains. 

During the shootings of dinner in the camp up in the highlands, the crew had to stop working and sat down for dinner with nomads when the gas for the generator was out at night.

The crewmembers coming from two different directions to the highland, one group from Tunceli and another from Erzincan, could meet up only after two days due to the hard traveling conditions in the region. 

The crew found it difficult to leave the highland and return to Istanbul, despite difficult living conditions and challenging nature, which is a regular part of the Shawaks life.

The editing and postproduction of The Last Season: Shawaks were completed in about six months following the challenging shootings in the Dersim geography. 

Synopsis:

The Last Season: Shawaks

The Shawaks are a nomadic community in eastern Turkey. In the winter, they live in stone houses in a village, and in the spring, when the lambs are born, they take their livestock up to higher pasture in the mountains. An entire herd of sheep and goats, along with pack animals, dogs and entire families, are packed into rented trucks and unloaded at the foot of the mountains. What follows is a brutal hike uphill. The mules are heavily packed they slip in the snow and regularly run the risk of collapsing under their hefty loads. High up, the Shawaks pitch the tents in which they and their families will spend the summer. The women make cheese, which they sell to merchants. Filmmaker Kazim Oz accompanied the Shawaks for a whole year. He observes man and animal from up close, without asking questions or adding comment. But the filmmaker isn't completely invisible; sometimes his subjects address him directly, telling him things about their lives in a strikingly confidential way. This produces an intimate depiction of a group of people who have to work very hard to eke out a humble living.

