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SYNOPSIS

Bordertown is the story of Lauren Adrian (Jennifer Lopez), an ambitious newspaper reporter from Chicago who has her eyes on winning the post of Foreign Correspondent.  She imagines she’ll go to Iraq and break the big story.  Instead, her boss sends her to Juarez, Mexico to cover the ongoing murders and disappearances of hundreds of young girls, mostly employees of the “Maquilas,” Mexican factories along the U.S. border, whose workers assemble electronics for American consumers.

Lauren could never image what awaits her Ciudad Juarez, Mexico.  While in Juarez, Lauren calls on her old colleague Diaz (Antonio Banderas), who runs a small local newspaper.  Lauren and Diaz are swept-up in a dark world of murder and intrigue as Lauren struggles to save a local girl from her murderers.   The heart-stopping thrill ride comes to a head as Lauren fights to save her own life in a city with a culture of lies, intrigue and official cover-up.

Bordertown has been rated ____ by the Motion Picture Association.  

Bordertown will be released by [Studio] in [Date].

ABOUT THE STORY

“Bordertown” is the story of LAUREN FREDRICKS (Jennifer Lopez), an ambitious newspaper reporter working at the Chicago Sentinel, who has her eyes on winning the post of Foreign Correspondent.  She imagines she’ll go to Iraq and break the big story.  GEORGE (Martin Sheen) is Lauren’s gruffy boss and mentor.  He and Lauren enjoy a father-daughter relationship.  She has grown up with him.  When Lauren asks about the big Iraq assignment, George tell her he’s sending her to Juarez, Mexico to cover the ongoing murders and disappearances of hundreds of young girls, mostly employees of the “Maquilas,” Mexican factories along the U.S. border, whose workers assemble electronics for American consumers.

Juarez is a city gripped with fear.  Hundreds of women who work in the “maquiladoras” (border factories) have been brutally raped and murdered.  Eva,  a young woman from Oaxaca is riding home on a bus late one night, when the Driver pulls the bus over and attacks her.  She tries to escape but she is stopped by another man - a man with a distinctively chiseled face.  The two men rape and strangle Eva, then bury her in a shallow grave.

They leave her for dead, but she does not die.  Weak and covered with blood, she crawls out of her grave and wanders across the desert.  She finds her way home where her mother cares for her.  Terrified that the killers may return, Eva and her mother decide that they must do something.  They do not want to go to the police who are known for their corruption, so they decide to go to the local newspaper, El Sol de Juarez.

Lauren could never image what awaits her as she arrives into Ciudad Juarez, Mexico.  The first person she visits is her old associate Alfonso Diaz (Antonio Banderas).  Diaz and Lauren used to work together; they are also old flames.  Diaz moved to Juarez many years ago and is now married to Elena and they have 2 children.  He is also the editor of El Sol de Juarez, a local newspaper.

While Lauren is at Diaz’ office, Eva and her mother arrive, and Eva tells Lauren and Diaz her story.  Immediately Lauren realizes that this could be one of the hottest stories of the year.  Eva is the only woman to survive an attack.  At first Diaz is reluctant to get involved.  Hiding Eva is incredibly dangerous.  Finally Lauren convinces him to help - it’s the only way to get Eva’s story told and expose what is going on in Juarez. 

In a series of taut and suspenseful scenes, Lauren and Diaz hide Eva and at the same time try to find the identities of her attackers.  They start unraveling the layers of corruption, which exist on both sides of the border.  It is corruption that is fueled by money and murder. Then Diaz gets picked up by the police and Lauren is left alone.  She has to hide Eva by herself. 

Lauren’s situation gets more and more dangerous.  At the same time she gets more deeply moved by Eva’s plight, and the plight of women like Eva.  Finding Eva’s attackers starts to become personal with Lauren.  She becomes more determined than ever to crack this story. 

Finally, Lauren has to enter a border factory posing as a factory worker in order to trap the killers.  In a heart-stopping sequence, Lauren is attacked and almost killed.  She stumbles upon a mass grave filled with the decomposing bodies of many women.  It is shocking and horrifying.  Ultimately her trap works, but only partly.  The bus driver is caught but the chiseled faced man escapes.

Using her skills as a reporter, Lauren is finally able to uncover the identity of the chiseled faced man.  His name is Aris and he is the son of one of the richest families in Juarez.  He is, in fact, being protected by the police and the authorities.  Bringing him to justice will be almost impossible. 

Now Eva gets frightened.  She fears for her life.  She feels Lauren can no longer protect her.  She disappears trying to find a way out, crossing the border illegally into the United States.  Then Diaz’s body turns up - he has been killed.  Lauren is desperate; she does not know what to do.  Everything is coming apart around her.  Everyone tells Lauren that she must leave Juarez.  The situation has become far too dangerous, Lauren however chooses to stay.  She descends into the frightening world of the slums of Juarez in order to find Eva.  What she does not know, however, is that now she is being stalked by Aris.    

In a suspenseful scene, Aris catches Lauren in the slum.  This happens just as a fire breaks out. With flames raging all around, Lauren struggles with Aris fighting him as best she can.  But he is too strong for her.  Slowly he starts to strangle her to death. 

Just as Lauren loses consciousness a shadowy figure appears.  The figure pummels Aris with a fiery stick and beats him to death.  It is Eva.  She has returned, and she saves Lauren’s life.  Together Lauren and Eva leap from the fire.  As the sun rises they look at the smoldering ruins of the slum.  They have triumphed. Eva’s attackers have been caught and punished.  But the murders in Juarez continue.  They both are determined to continue to fight the corruption and stop the wave of killings that plagues the border. 

(The End)

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION
The idea for Bordertown was brewing in Nava’s mind for a while.  He and his long-time collaborator Barbara Martinez Jitner began collecting news reports coming out of Cd. Juarez, Mexico, across the Rio Grande from El Paso, Texas, describing the findings of the bodies of young women raped, murdered and half-buried in the desert on the outskirts of town.

The murders have been going on for years but only recently had American media outlets began reporting of the persistent disappearances and the lack of action on the part of Mexican authorities to stop the murders.  The murders seemed to have a pattern:  The victims were all workers of Maquiladoras, a series of factories which sprang up in Mexico along the U.S. border as a result of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).  These were young women from poor families who were helping their parents subsist in the slums of Cd. Juarez by working at low wage, dead-end jobs.  The victims were usually attacked while riding the buses running especially to transport workers to and from the factories.  Some of these buses run late into the night and stop in dark and dangerous places.

Nava’s idea was to begin with a simple story woven from the tales of the mothers and families of the fallen women as well as official news reports.   He began writing the story of one single girl Eva, who survives a murder attempt and lives to bring her attacker to justice with the help of an investigative reporter, who at first just wants to get the story, but soon becomes swept up into this world.  As for the antagonist, the culprits still remain at large and there are theories as to who is responsible for the murders.  Everything from the sons of rich families out for a night of fun, to the bus drivers who transport the women to and from work, etc.  Nava decided to combine several of the theories but focused on the character of Aris, as the murderer.  A darkly handsome member of the Juarez’ ruling classes, Aris seems to rape and murder for sport.  He is aided by a bus driver.

For the role of Lauren Adrian, Nava always envisioned asking his good friend Jennifer Lopez.  He needed a strong, determined woman who could be vulnerable but yet strike back when the time called for it.  Nava decided to meet with Lopez to explain to her the dire events in Cd. Juarez and to ask her to join him in telling the story of these women through this film, Bordertown.

Lopez, who is also producing Bordertown, signed on immediately.  She felt that she needed to get involved in the telling of this story and bringing the plight of these women to the world.  Once Lopez was on board, Nava teamed up with producer Simon Fields, who runs Lopez’ Nuyorican Productions to begin pre-production

In the role of Diaz, the publisher of El Sol de Juarez, Nava needed the electric presence of Antonio Banderas.  Lauren immediately seeks out Diaz to enlist his help in her investigation.  Their onscreen chemistry is undeniable as the perils of their work bring up their long-lost romantic flame.  However, Diaz is now married to Elena and has two children.  The suppressed passion is palpable as the two struggle with the resurgence of their old love.

The rest of the Bordertown cast is rounded out by other long-time collaborators of Nava.  Sonia Braga, who previously worked for Nava in PBS’ American Family, plays the role of Teresa, a well-meaning Juarez socialite.  Mexican star Kate Del Castillo, who also starred in American Family, plays Elena, Diaz’ wife.  Maya Zapata, who plays Eva, worked with Nava on American Family and Zaide Sylvia Gutierrez, who plays Maya’s mother Lourdes, starred in Nava’s Academy Award-nominated debut film El Norte.

Nava met with Amnesty International, the non-profit organization that monitors human rights abuses around the world to inform them of the project.  During the production, there was controversy on the Mexican side of the border and many news reports of shadowy elements in Mexico being unhappy about the film and pledging to sabotage its Mexican locations.  None of these fears materialized and the production was able to move ahead as scheduled.

Bordertown was shot entirely on location in and around Albuquerque, New Mexico during June and July 2005, with a second unit shoot in Mexicali, Mexico, which lasted several weeks.into August and September 2005.

In addition to the cast, Nava assembled a creative team of talented film technicians that he is familiar and with whom he loves to work.  Director of Photography Rey Villalobos, who also filmed Nava’s American Family for PBS as well as script supervisor Liliana Molina.

The people of New Mexico were warm and friendly, with neighbors often gathering around the set to watch the action from afar.   The stars, cast and crew of Bordertown  experienced gorgeous New Mexico sunrises and sunsets as well as grilling heat during the desert shoots.  However, they each feel like they learned new things and saw new vistas

ABOUT THE CAST

JENNIFER LOPEZ (Lauren )
Jennifer Lopez is a multi-talented artist. She has successfully made her mark in motion pictures, music, fashion, beauty products and accessories.

Lopez latest film is Newline’s “Monster-in-Law” in which she stars opposite Jane Fonda. Lopez plays free-spirit “Charlie” who has to deal with her fiancé’s mother (Fonda) who thinks that nobody is good enough for her son. The film will be released on May 13th.

She could recently be seen opposite Richard Gere in Shall We Dance?   Currently Jennifer is staring in and producing Bordertown, which reunites her with Selena director Gregory Nava.  Bordertown will be produced though Jennifer’s production company Nuyorican and as well as El Norte Films.   Upcoming projects include Miramax Film’s An Unfinished Life with Robert Redford in which she plays a single mom taken in by her father-in-law. The film is due for release on July 22nd. 

 Jennifer Lopez’s Nuyorican Films along with Flame TV is producing “South Beach” for the UPN.  Six episodes have already been ordered.

In March, Jennifer released her latest album, “Rebirth.”  She has plans this fall to release a Spanish album.

Jennifer Lynn Lopez was born on July 24, 1970 into a loving Puerto Rican family in the Bronx. Although a family-oriented neighborhood, it was also a rough place. Her father, a computer-operations manager, and her mother, a kindergarten teacher, both had a strong work ethic that was a big influence in their three daughter’s lives.  With family as their top priority, they did their best to shelter their children from the horrors found just a few blocks from their home.

Jennifer’s mother passed on her love of musicals to her daughters, and the girls would create productions of their own in the family's living room.  Jennifer took singing and dancing lessons from age five, and at the age of seven, young Jennifer went on her first tour - around New York City with her dance class! She knew then that she wanted to be a performer and set her heart on a dancing career.

During high school, Jennifer played softball, tennis and also did gymnastics.  After graduating in 1987 she attended City University of New York’s Baruch College, worked in a law office, and continued her dance classes at night.  But her first love was still dance, and when she read about a scholarship to a dance school in Manhattan, she went down and seized the opportunity.

A year and a half later she landed a role dancing as one of ‘The Fly Girls’ on “In Living Color.” A series of small acting roles followed, and in 1995 she appeared in her first feature, the critically acclaimed Mi Familia.  Also that year she appeared in Money Train with Wesley Snipes and Woody Harrelson, and 1996’s Jack, directed by Francis Ford Coppola and starring Robin Williams.

However her big break came in 1997, when she was chosen to play the title role in Selena, a biopic of the Tejano pop singer Selena Quintanilla Perez, who was killed by a crazed fan in 1995. Jennifer earned widespread praise for her performance, including a Golden Globe nod, and became the highest-paid Latina actress ever.  She had officially arrived, and People magazine named her one of the year’s “50 Most Beautiful People.”  Other films followed including Anaconda, Blood and Wine, and Out of Sight, co-starring George Clooney.

Jennifer’s musical career also began to take off, as she released her debut Latin pop album, “On the 6” in June 1999. Fueled by the success of her hit single, If You Had My Love, it went platinum within two weeks, making her one of the most influential examples of the growing Latin cultural influence in pop music.  In early 2000, she was nominated for Best Dance Performance for her second hit single Waiting for Tonight.  On the big screen that year she starred in the science fiction-thriller The Cell, and gave a powerful performance in Enough, a portrayal of spousal abuse.

In early 2001, Jennifer’s popularity reached new heights when her album “J. Lo” debuted at #1 on the pop charts, while her film, the romantic comedy The Wedding Planner, shot to the top spot at the box office in its first week of release. In 2002, she performed another one-two punch with the release of the record “This Is Me...Then” and starred in the hit comedy Maid in Manhattan.

Lopez is deeply committed to doing all she can for Children’s Hospital Los Angeles and its patients so that every child from every background has access to the best in pediatric medicine.  Despite her busy schedule, she makes time to visit and corresponds with patients via e-mail.  She further supports the hospital on her website, encouraging fans to make donations.  In addition to her financial support, she has donated items from her popular retail lines -- jewelry, sunglasses, fragrance and clothing -- as well as several thousands of DVD’s and CD’s.   For her work she was presented with the hospital’s Children’s Humanitarian Award.

ANTONIO BANDERAS (Diaz).  Since his introduction to American cinema in the highly acclaimed Mambo Kings, Antonio Banderas has not stopped impressing critics and fans alike, and is irrefutably one of the leading international actors of his generation.  He received critical praise and a Best Actor Golden Globe nomination for his acting and vocal talents as ‘Che’ opposite Madonna in the big-screen adaptation of the musical Evita.  He went on to receive another Golden Globe nomination for playing the title role in the box office hit The Mask of Zorro, opposite Anthony Hopkins and Catherine Zeta Jones, and was most recently seen in the highly anticipated sequel, The Legend of Zorro, which also reprised the characters played by Hopkins and Zeta Jones.  

Banderas stole the show in the 2004 blockbuster animated film, Shrek 2 – as the voice of “Puss in Boots,” a role which he will revisit for Shrek 3.  Upcoming films also include Take the Lead, which is based on a true story about an international ballroom dancer who, after volunteering to teach dance to a group of New York public school students, creates a new style of dance and inspires a new generation of dancers; as well as Gregory Nava’s Bordertown where he stars opposite Jennifer Lopez.

 In 2003, Banderas earned a Tony nomination for Best Actor in a Musical for his Broadway debut in the Roundabout Theater Company production of NINE, a musical inspired by Fellini’s 8 ½.  He also received a Best Actor Drama Desk Award, Outer Critics Circle Award, Drama League Award and Theatre World Award.  NINE, directed by David Leveaux, also starred Chita Rivera, Laura Benanti, Jane Krakowski and Mary Stuart Masterson.

Banderas also starred in two Robert Rodriguez films in 2003: the follow-up to Desperado – Once Upon a Time in Mexico, alongside Johnny Depp and Salma Hayek, and then Spy Kids 3.  He was also nominated for 2004’s Golden Globe Best Actor in a TV Movie category for his performance as the infamous Pancho Villa in HBO’s fall 2003 release of And Starring Pancho Villa as Himself.  

Banderas’ resume includes critically acclaimed Philadelphia, House of the Spirits, Interview with a Vampire and Miami Rhapsody.  His first starring role in an American film came in 1995’s Desperado.  Other film credits include Never Talk to Strangers, Assassins, Four Rooms, Two Much, The 13th Warrior, Play it to the Bone, Original Sin, Ballistic:  Ecks vs. Sever, Brian de Palma’s Femme Fatale, Spy Kids and Spy Kids 2.  He also directs, and made his directorial debut with Crazy in Alabama, starring Melanie Griffith.  He also recently directed the Spanish film El Camino de Los Ingleses.

Born in Malaga, Spain, Banderas attended the School of Dramatic Arts in his hometown, and upon graduation he began his acting career working in a small theater company based there.  He later moved to Madrid and became an ensemble member of the prestigious National Theater of Spain.

In 1982, Banderas was cast by writer/director Pedro Almodovar in Labyrinth of Passion.  It was the first of five films Banderas would do with Almodovar, the others being Matador, Law of Desire, Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown and Tie Me Up! Tie Me Down!  The international success of these films introduced to him to Hollywood.  Notably, for his American film debut in Mambo Kings in 1992, he spoke no English yet learned all of his dialogue phonetically.

SONIA BRAGA (Teresa)
After years of success in her native Brazil, Braga gained international acclaim and recognition playing the seductive figment of William Hurt’s film memory (as well as Raul’s girlfriend) in KISS OF THE SPIDER WOMAN. She had previously starred in DONA FLOR AND HER TWO HUSBANDS.

Her stateside success continued with the comedies MOON OVER PARADOR for director Paul Mazursky and THE MILAGRO BEANFIELD WAR for director Robert Redford. She was next featured in THE ROOKIE with Clint Eastwood and was teamed with Raul Julia again in THE BURNING SEASON. She has starred in the mini-series STREETS OF LAREDO and A WILL OF THEIR OWN. She also appeared on the critically acclaimed series AMERICAN FAMILY in a recurring role and on SEX AND THE CITY as Kim Cattrall’s lover.

Sonia will be seen in the upcoming independent features SEA OF DREAMS, MARILYN HOTCHKISS’S SCHOOL OF BALLROOM DANCING and CHE. She recurs this season on ABC’s critically acclaimed ALIAS.

MAYA ZAPATA (Eva) 

An accomplished actress, Maya Zapata is currently starring in Gregory Nava’s “Bordertown.”  She has starred in the Mexican films,  “El tres de copas”  Dir. Felipe Cazals. (Producción Casablanca.1986); “Francisco Goitia (un Dios para sí mismo)”  Dir. Diego López.1989; “Elisa antes del fin del mundo”  Dir. Juan de la Riva. Producción Televicine.       1996; “Alta tensión” Dir. Rodolfo de Anda. Producción Anda y Trujillo.1997; “La otra conquista” Dir. Salvador Carrasco. Producción Carrasco & Domingo Films. 1997; “Santitos” (Blanca) Dir. Alejandro Springal. 1997; “La ley de Herodes” (Chencha) Dir. Luis Estrada.1998; “Una transa de equilibrio” Dir.  Jaime Beltrán.1998; “De la calle”  (Xochitl) Dir. Gerardo Tort.  Producción Tiempo y Tono 2001; “El Mago” (Morgana) Dir. Jaime Aparicio Producción  CUEC. 2003 “Santos Peregrinos” (María) Dir. Juan Carlos Carrasco Producción Tres Piedras. 2004; “El Cobrador” (La Rebeca) Dir. Paul Leduc  Producción Salamandra films. 2005; “Morirse en domingo” (Ana Vidal) Dir. Daniel Gruener. Producción Altavista.2005; “Dos abrazos” (Silvina) Dir. Enrique Begñe. Producción Cuatro y medio 2005.

Her credits in films abroad include:  “Old Gringo” (USA) Dir. Luis Puenzo.  1987; “Santuario”(USA)1989; “Cisco Kid” (USA) Dir. Luis Valdés. Producción Esparza & Cats.1994; “The blood orange”(USA) 1998; “Las desaparecidas de la Sierra Madre”  (France) Dir. Sra. Buñuel. 1996; “Perdita Durango” (USA) Dir. Alejandro Iglesias 1997; “Managua”(USA) 1998; “Los rehenes de Costa Rica”  (Germany). 1999; “El burrito” (USA) Dir. Luis Palomo. Producción Rosa Pacheco 1999; “Caribe” (Personaje: Irene) (Costa Rica) Dir. Esteban Ramírez. Prod. Cinetel 2003; “The three burials of Melquíades Estrada” (EU) Dir. Tommy Lee Jones. 2004.

Zapata has also starred on American television in Gregory Nava’s American Family on PBS.  Abroad, she has won numerous awards for acting including the prestigious Ariel for Best Actress awarded by the Mexican Academy of Arts and Sciences as well as the Best Actress Award at Cine Del Mar in Cartagena, Spain.

MARTIN SHEEN (George Morgan) 

One of the best known and respected American actors of his generation, Martin Sheen is as complex and multifaceted a character as any he has portrayed for television or film. His handsome face – complete with chiseled features and steely gaze that melts to tenderness – is recognizable to any one who watches primetime television, but it is his voice that captivates and lures us to his side. And in listening to him speak it is clear that Mr. Sheen brings an intensity and purpose to all that he does, whether it is his skill as an actor or his dedication to serving the homeless and neglected.

Born Ramon Estevez in Dayton, Ohio, Mr. Sheen’s dedication to his family and his faith was nurtured by the steadfast values of his Irish Catholic mother and his Hispanic father. Himself the father of four – Emilio, Ramon, Charlie and Renee – Mr. Sheen centers himself through his religion, children and his wife, Janet.

“I never lost my faith,” says Mr. Sheen. “I was married in church and I baptized my children. It was a source of grace when I needed it. I have been greatly nurtured and inspired by my faith.”

One of 10 children born to two Catholic immigrants, Mr. Sheen has never shrugged off hard work, nor has he faltered in his determination to succeed. As a student at the University of Dayton, he defied his father’s wished and entered the world of acting. He first gained the attention of critics on New York’s Broadway stage as the lead actor in “The Subject Was Roses.” From there, he moved on to films and television.

Over the years, Mr. Sheen has amassed a tremendous and impressive body of work. He is perhaps best known for his charismatic performance as Captain Willard opposite Marlon Brando in the classic film “Apocalypse Now.” Mr. Sheen’s film credits include “Wall Street” in which he appeared with his son Charlie Sheen, “Da,” and “Badlands.” His role as President Bartlet on “The West Wing” reunited him with executive producer Aaron Sorkin with whom he worked on the feature film “The American President.”

Mr. Sheen has claimed countless accolades throughout his career including the Golden Globe Award for “Best Performance by an Actor in a Television Series-Drama” in “The West Wing” and the Emmy for “Outstanding Actor” in the Comedy Series, “Murphy Brown.”

As a troubled loner, a military assassin or as President of the United States, Mr. Sheen’s gifts as an actor have captivated audiences everywhere. To each role he has brought incredible dedication and determination, and from each character he has gleamed a further understanding of the many-layered psyche of mankind.

To his personal crusades, Mr. Sheen brings his understanding of humanity and his fervor and passion. As an activist speaking out for the plight of the homeless, abused and underserved, he has never faltered, nor has he swayed. He is one of the most visible and articulate spokespersons in Hollywood today, speaking on and raising funds for a variety of social, humanitarian and environmental causes.

In particular, Mr. Sheen has lent his name and support to the San Carlos Foundation which serves Hispanic third world countries. Additionally, he volunteers his time and energy weekly at the Saint Joseph’s café, Bread and Roses, which serves the homeless. And his dedication to the causes and activities supported by The Catholic Worker is extraordinary.

In his current television role as an American President, Mr. Sheen has melded together his personal passion with his spiritualism and dedication to family. The resulting character is an intelligent, articulate, caring President with an understanding  of the flaws of mortal men. In portraying Josiah Bartlet, whose stubbornness, vanity and strength of will are softened through his basic goodness, Martin Sheen has brought to life a character that is perhaps closer to himself than even he might suspect.

RENE RIVERA (Aris) 

Rene Rivera has starred in a long series of films including Gregory Nava’s “Bordertown,” “The Salton Sea” by DJ Caruso, “Before Night Falls” by Julian Schnabel, “Carlito’s Way” by Brian DePalma, “It Could Happen to You” by Andrew Bergman and “Lords of Dogtown” by Catherine Hardwicke.  On television, he has starred in Monk (USA); NYPD Blue (ABC); The X-Files (FOX); and ER (NBC).  He also starred on Broadway in Salome directed by Al Pacino and Robert Ackerman as well as Off-Broadway in Hamlet directed by Kevin Kline.

KATE DEL CASTILLO (Elena)

Kate del Castillo debuted as a child actress in the Mexican film “The Last Escape” but it wasn’t until later that she received her first opportunity on television in the ground-breaking and enormously  successful Telenovela “Muchachitas.”

Kate del Castillo has since been the leading lady in 9 more telenovelas, taking them to the top of the Nielsen rating scale every time.

Her telenovelas, have aired multiple times in more than 200 countries worldwide, reaching across oceans to her fans all over the world. One of them is usually airing in the United States at one time or another. Not long ago, “Ramona” was airing on the Galavision network while “Alguna Vez Tendremos Alas” was on Univision’s sister network Telefutura.  

Kate made her crossover debut in Golden Globe nominated “American Family” as a series regular, playing dancer Ofelia, the wife of Esai Morales, and sharing the screen with veterans Edward James Olmos, Sonia Braga and Raquel Welch.

Some of Kate’s recent film credits include: the soon to be released “Bad Guys”, where she plays the lead as a highly educated lawyer gone bad, the Roland Emmerich produced “Welcome to America” playing a human trafficker who may or may not be policeman Kevin Kline’s daughter, and “Bordertown“ where she plays a cameo as Antonio Banderas’ long-suffering wife. Kate has just wrapped production for “Black Pimpernel” a Mexico-Sweden-Norway production shot entirely in Chile where she plays a young revolutionary during the times of the Allende overthrow, who gets involved with a Swedish attaché who is stuck in the middle and forced to offer his embassy as sanctuary.

Kate was nominated as Best Actress Ariel Award 2006 from Mexico’s Academy of Arts and Sciences (Mexico’s Oscar) for her stunning performance in “American Visa” as a pole dancer prostitute who finds no need to emigrate yet falls in love with a professor who is looking for a new life. She shares credits with Demian Bichir, considered one of Mexico’s best actors of his generation. 

Kate recently lent her voice for the character of Sally Carrera for the Spanish version of Disney’s soon-to-be released “Cars.”

Kate is presently shooting a new film, American co-production with Mexico, and developing a project, which she hopes will showcase her love of extreme sports. She was this year’s host of the highly rated Univision network “Premios Juventud” Television Special. She was also invited personally to appear in one of Ricky Martin’s videos which had wide coverage.

Kate has also received various accolades for her performances in film, theater and television and won Best Actress awards from El Heraldo, Bravo and the Alma Awards.

Kate has graced the covers of the top Spanish-language magazines, and starred in several advertising campaigns.

RANDALL BATINKOFF (Frank Kozerski)

Randall Batinkoff, a versatile actor who shifts easily from drama to comedy, grew up in upstate New York and attended Phillips Academy and Brown University.  In the middle

of his freshman year at Brown, he was cast opposite Molly Ringwald in For Keeps.

Batinkoff spent the next four years studying before returning to Hollywood, where he landed a memorable role in the highly acclaimed The Player (Robert Altman).  Batinkoff portrayed Reg Goldman, the model-chasing son of the studio head who intimidates Tim Robbins.  Next he played Rip Van Kelt, the morally torn head of the football team in School Ties, opposite Brendan Fraser, Chris O'Donnell, and Matt Damon.  Next was a role as Buffy’s dim-witted boyfriend Jeffrey in the cult comedy Buffy the Vampire Slayer, followed by a two-year stint in Tennessee where he starred as Reverend David Grantland, the moral figure who tries to bring order and civility to the superstitious backward mountain people, in the CBS award-winning period drama Christy, alongside Tyne Daly and Kellie Martin.

Batinkoff soon returned to the big screen with winning roles in John Singleton's Higher Learning, as a reckless frat-boy, in Nicole Holofcener's Sundance debut Walking and Talking, as an excruciatingly bad actor, with Anne Heche and Catherine Keener; and in The Heartwood, as a small town biker with big dreams, opposite Hilary Swank and Jason Robards.

Next was another run in television in the acclaimed ABC/Bedford Falls drama Relativity, playing Everett, Kimberly Williams highly successful dot-com fiancé.

Nice supporting roles in the studio films followed: The Peacemaker, as Ken, the assistant to the head of nuclear proliferation division of the white house, with Nicole Kidman and George Clooney; as Alan Alda’s nervy news boss in Mad City with Dustin Hoffman and John Travolta; and as Helen Hunt’s vomit-hating, forehead-licking date in the James Brooks' Oscar-winning As Good As It Gets.

Next came some edgy independent films including the Sundance competitor The Curve, as Rand, a smooth, well-manicured killer opposite Keri Russell, Matthew Lillard and Michael Vartan, and the Slamdance-premiered Let the Devil Wear Black, as a racist hit-man with Mary-Louise Parker and Jacqueline Bisset.  Batinkoff next received rave reviews from critics when he exercised his acting chops and mimicking talent by portraying Hugh Hefner in the Peter Werner directed Hefner: Unauthorized.  Most impressive was Mr. Hefner's public praise for the performance, citing the actor as "excellent, a cross between myself and Jim Carrey." The telefilm also starred Natasha Gregson Wagner and Rebecca Romijn-Stamos.

Constantly looking to develop his craft, Batinkoff continues to study with the best of Los Angeles' acting coaches, while seeking material that challenges. Along with his turn as a jealous killer on CSI: Miami, he has recently completed an array of independent films including Trish Doolan's gay romantic comedy April's Shower; Adam Goldberg's I Love Your Work, with Giovanni Ribisi and Christina Ricci; the New York International Film Fest Hit Walking on the Sky; the over-the top comedy Love-Hollywood Style, with Faye Dunaway; The Sci-Fi Channel comedy Blue Demon with Dee Pfeiffer and Jeff Fahey; The cop-thriller Venice Underground, with Edward Furlong, Eric Mabius, and Danny Trehoe; and the Sundance Lab project True Love. 

Randall just finished shooting Bordertown opposite Jennifer Lopez and Martin Sheen.  He plays Jennifer’s co-worker with who she sleeps with to manipulate him to get a story about the Juarez murders in Mexico.  He also played opposite Jenna Elfman in the independent film Touched.  Randall plays the lead as a man who comes out of a coma that he was in
for two years only to find out his son was killed in the car accident that put him in the hospital. Randall also will be seen in the upcoming film Broken opposite Heather Graham, playing a movie producer.
He is represented by Suzanne Bennett Harrison at Diverse Talent Group and managed by Steven Siebert at Lighthouse Entertainment.

KAROLINAH VILLARREAL (Young Lauren)

Karolinah Villarreal's definitely no stranger to the camera.  After attending classes and performing theater around her home in Mission, Texas, Karolinah along with her brother and mother moved to Hollywood to pursue film and television.  Soon after, Karolinah landed her first role on the NBC daytime hit, PASSIONS.  Karolinah has also been featured on a National Chevy Commercial.  When Karolinah isn't acting or studying in school, you can find her playing gymnastics, singing, cheerleading and hanging out with her family and big brother JR.

BOB MORRISEY  (Bill Kellog)

A veteran of numerous film credits, Bob Morrisey is currently appearing in Gregory Nava’s “Bordertown.”  His other credits include “Fun With Dick and Jane” starring Jim Carrey and Téa Leoni; The Terminal directed by Steven Spielberg and starring Tom Hanks and Soul Plane, directed by Jessy Terrero.  His television credits include “Numbers” (CBS); Boston Legal (ABC); Invasion (ABC); Two and a Half Men (CBS); and Six Feet Under (HBO).

JULIO CESAR CEDILLO (Diaz’ Office Worker)

Julio recently finished working on Gregory Nava’s film Bordertown opposite Jennifer Lopez and Antonio Banderas. He was brought in to add life to the newspaper office El Sol in which he and Antonio work investigating the countless murders of women along the Juarez border. He preceded Nava’s film with Blake Calhoun’s action film Killing Down starring as Oscar Perez opposite Sheree J. Wilson and Burton Gilliam.

Although he already has more than forty TV & Film appearances to his credit, his proudest moment came when he walked down the red carpet at the 58th Cannes Film Festival along side Tommy Lee Jones and Guillermo Arriaga for the screening of Jones’ The Three Burials of Melquiades Estrada. The film walked away with two Palme d’Or awards, rarely given out to the same film.  Arriaga won for Best Screenplay & Jones won for Best Actor. Julio plays the title character Melquiades Estrada, Jones’ ranch hand friend. The film is a reflective journey about friendship, the value of human life, and redemption.

Julio Cedillo is a native of Durango, Mexico. He and his family moved to the U.S. when he was four but he spent half of his time between Chihuahua, Mexico and Fort Worth, Texas. Unable to read or speak English he turned to the most immediate tutor – television. He would be glued to the TV set honing his new found language mimicking everything in sight. His endless desire to be understood led to the world of acting.

Some of his other feature film credits include On The Borderline opposite R. Lee Ermey, Billy Bob Thorton’s All The Pretty Horses, Alan Parker’s The Life of David Gale, Reginald Hudlin’s Serving Sara with Vincent Pastore, and Luke & Owen Wilson’s cult classic Bottle Rocket.

On the small screen Cedillo’s credits include a regular as Travis Del Rio on the Emmy Award winning PBS series Wishbone, about a literature-loving canine. He has co-starred opposite George C. Scott on ABC’s movie of the week Finding The Way Home, as Lt. Herrera on TNT’s Two for Texas with Kris Kristofferson, and CBS’s The Legend of Cadillac Jack opposite Clint Black. He recently appeared in Carlos Avila’s award winning PBS series Fotonovelas: Junkyard Saints. And to date, one of his favorite roles has been narrating the independent short Barbacoa: The Movie which catapulted the beginning of the Nickelodeon TV series The Brothers Garcia.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

GREGORY NAVA (writer/director/producer) 

Academy Award© Nominee director/writer Gregory Nava is Creator and Executive Producer of the Emmy©-nominated PBS series American Family, which premiered in January, 2002. In 2006, Nava wrote, directed and produced Bordertown, a film about the murders of women in Juarez, Mexico, starring Jennifer Lopez and Antonio Banderas.

In 1984, Nava was nominated for an Academy Award© for Best Original Screenplay for his film El Norte.  The film, which he co-wrote with producer Anna Thomas, went on to garner a number of international awards and, in 1996 was named an “American Classic” and designated for special preservation by The Library of Congress.

In 1995, Nava continued his string of ground-breaking Latino films co-writing and directing the multi-generational saga My Family/Mi Familia, which was Jennifer Lopez’ first movie appearance.  The film premiered at Sundance Film Festival and went on to achieve both financial and critical success.  In 1996, Nava went on to direct the feature film Selena, based on the life of the slain Tejano superstar and the definitive breakout role for Jennifer Lopez, which earned her a Golden Globe nomination.   Nava then followed with  Why Do Fools Fall in Love starring Larenz Tate, Vivica Fox and Halle Berry.

Gregory Nava was born in San Diego, California and attended film school at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), where he made his first half-hour dramatic film based on the life of Spanish poet Garcia Lorca.  The film is entitled The Journal of Diego Rodriguez Silva and it earned Nava the Best Dramatic Film Award at the National Student Film Festival.  In 1976, his first feature, The Confessions of Amans, won the Best First Feature Award at the Chicago International Film Festival.

SIMON FIELDS (Producer).

BARBARA MARTINEZ JITNER (Co-Producer/2nd Unit Director).

Director/Producer Barbara Martinez-Jitner is Supervising Producer for American Family, the first Latino drama series on broadcast television, which premieres on PBS in January, 2002.  A long-standing collaborator of writer/director Gregory Nava’s, Martinez-Jitner served as Second Unit Director and Visual Effects Production Supervisor for the Nava-directed films Selena and Why Do Fools Fall in Love?
Martinez-Jitner was Producer of The American Tapestry, a 1999 documentary about the immigrant experience, which aired on Showtime.  She received Director credit for the Mexico Sequence of the film, which took her to Tijuana, where she lived in one of the shanty towns that have sprung up around the Maquiladora factories sparked by NAFTA.  She lived in a makeshift shack with Eva Canseco, a Mixtec Indian factory worker from Oaxaca and her family.  Martinez-Jitner posed as a Maquiladora worker and even documented Eva’s attempt at crossing the border illegally to create a moving personal look at the crippling poverty and discrimination that forces thousands to enter the U.S. illegally.

Barbara Martinez-Jitner began her career as an award-winning director of El Teatro Campesino and documented Cesar Chavez’s 36-day FAST FOR LIFE.  As a Latina producer, Martinez-Jitner has a passion for telling stories about Latinos and their culture.  Her long-standing collaboration with filmmaker Gregory Nava has allowed her to find expression for her passion.

REY VILLALOBOS (Director of Photography)

Rey Villalobos is a talented cinematographer and director who is a Hollywood veteran with a long and distinguished career in film and television.  Among his film credits, Villalobos was Director of Photography for Gregory Nava’s Bordertown, starring Jennifer Lopez and Antonio Banderas as well as other notable films such Risky Business, Urban Cowboy, Nine to Five, Blame it On Rio and  Love & Basketball, which won the 2000 Humanitas Prize as well as an Independent Spirit Award for Best First Screenplay.  Villalobos also served as DP for Not Another Teen Movie, Juwanna Man and Romy & Michelle’s High School Reunion, among many others.  On Television, Villalobos served as DP for Greg Nava’s American Family on PBS, Time & Again, Women vs.Men, Sinatra, Remington Steele and L.A. Law.  Villalobos has also directed television episodics such as Hollywood Confidential, American Family, Resurrection Blvd., Sliders, New York Undercover, Soldier of Fortune, Inc., Rescue 77, Wiseguy, The Hitchiker, Tour of Duty, among many others.

MIGUEL ANGEL “DODE” ALVAREZ (Production Designer) 

PEDRAIC MCKINLEY (Editor)

Pedraic McKinley is editor of Bordertown, starring Jennifer Lopez and Antonio Banderas.  He also edited Igby Goes Down and Alfie.  On Television, McKinley edited PBS’ American Family, The Shield, Blind Justice and The Evidence.

ELISABETTA BERALDO (Costume Designer) 


RANDY SPENDLOVE (Music Supervisor) 

As President of Motion Picture Music for Miramax Films, accomplished record producer and Grammy Award winner, Randy Spendlove has overseen Motion Picture Music production, film scoring, music supervision, home video music, publishing administration and film soundtracks for both Miramax and Dimension Films.  

As the Executive Music Producer for Chicago, Spendlove has been instrumental in the success of both the film and the soundtrack. This resulted in him winning the 2004 Grammy for “Best Compilation Soundtrack Album for a Motion Picture”, selling more than 3 million copies worldwide. More recently Spendlove’s work on  Cold Mountain  has received six 2005 Grammy nominations and Finding Neverland and Aviator have received two 2005 Golden Globe music nominations.

Other recent accomplishments of Spendlove include 2003 Golden Globe win for Best Original Song, “The Hands That Built America,” by U2 for Gangs of New York and 2002’s Best Original Song “Until,” by Sting for Kate & Leopold. In addition, Spendlove has been instrumental in the creation of such memorable motion picture scores as Aviator, Finding Neverland, Shakespeare in Love, Life is Beautiful, Chocolat, The Cider House Rules and City of God.

Spendlove is currently supervising the music for Dreamgirls starring Jamie Foxx, Beyonce’ Knowles and Eddie Murphy as well as Bordertown starring Jennifer Lopez.  In addition, he recently produced music for Shall We Dance, as well as hit soundtracks for the movies Scary Movie 3, Serendipity and Spy Kids.  Other notable achievements include the Academy Award nominated and number one hit song by N’Sync and Gloria Estefan from Music of the Heart, and the number one hit single “Kiss Me,” by Sixpence None The Richer from the film She’s All That. Other past nominations include the hit soundtrack to Bridget Jones Diary. 

In addition to the 2004 Grammy win, Miramax has received multiple Academy Award nominations for film scores and songs as well as 18 Grammy nominations under Randy Spendlove’s leadership. He has worked closely with some of the industries’ most legendary film composers such as Elmer Bernstein, Hans Zimmer, Thomas Newman, James Horner, Howard Shore, Danny Elfman and Gabriel Yared.

Prior to joining Miramax, Spendlove spent eight years with A&M Records working closely with such artists as Sting, Janet Jackson, Sheryl Crow, Soundgarden, Blues Traveler and Amy Grant.

“ACADEMY AWARD®” and “OSCAR®” are the registered trademarks and service marks of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.”

(END)
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