KATE WINSLET

Kate Winslet became a household name in 1997 when the movie Titanic swept her along in a tidal wave of awards and box-office success, also earning her an Oscar nomination for Best Actress in a Drama. Since then, the 29-year-old English actress has worked continuously on films including; Holy Smoke, Quills, The Life of David Gale, Sense and Sensibility, Jude, and her latest drama, Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind. In this film, directed by Michael Gondry and written by Charlie (Adaptation) Kaufman, she plays Clementine, a larger-than-life, funny and eccentric woman who breaks up with her ordinary boyfriend, Joel (Jim Carrey), and undergoes a procedure to have him erased from her mind. Married to English director Sam Mendes, the mother of two says she was thrilled to take on her latest challenge. 

How specific was the director about how you should play this character?

The script was so amazing that to be honest so much was done for us in the writing of this wonderful film. Charlie is just a complete genius and when I received the script I couldn’t believe how he’d managed to create this larger than life, wonderful, eccentric kind of bitchy lunatic who also has a very vulnerable side. So I thought about her a lot and familiarized myself with the script, but there was a lot I left to chance on purpose because there is normally a lot of really researching a role and reading up about the period and so forth but with this one I couldn’t pre-plan anything because it would have been wrong for the piece. It was a very fast moving, spontaneous story to me about two very real people so I just went with the flow and let myself be led by Michel and the script and the dialogue and Jim and it was as really new experience for me in that sense because it was terrifying for me to go into something more unprepared than I’d ever been.

What is it like to be in a movie where you are more wild than Jim Carrey?

It is great fun! But at first it was scary. I thought, my God, I’m doing a movie with Jim Carrey; how can I match that level of comedy; how can I possibly be the funny one when he isn’t so obviously that. So initially I was terrified but I like being frightened a little bit because it makes me kind of rise to the challenge and try and live up to those expectations and the dialogue and the script. I was very excited and very nervous, but it’s good to have a little stage fright.

He said he was scared of you with your big films and award nominations?

Why would he have been scared of me?   Silly boy, he’s got all that too. I don’t think I’m particularly frightening.

Did you feel differently as the character changed her hair color frequently?

I really did, particularly the red. I’ve had red hair several different times in my life; the first time when I was 15 doing a kid’s TV show as a rebellious redhead and there is something so wildly liberating about having crazy red hair and I remember being 15 and being in school and even my teachers would say, ‘you’re different with different hair color, more confident’ and I did seriously think about dying my hair red after I made this movie, because as an actress those decisions are so often made for you and I was pregnant and I thought I had a year of being me and getting bigger and why not? But I chickened out and then my daughter said, ‘mommy, I love your long blonde hair’ and that was it!

Was it your own hair in the film?

I so wish I could say how much my hair went through but they were wigs! And they were made by Peter Owen and Peter King, who did all the hair and makeup for Lord of the Rings, and they are brilliant when it comes to wig-making and I wore their wigs in Quill and Enigma too. I’ve never asked to keep any hair pieces or wigs before this film, but they were so completely my character, I couldn’t bare the idea of them staying in a box gathering dust or in a basement at a studio for years. They were like little people, so much a part of that experience and who she was that I had to buy them and they’re in a box at my house now!

What did you think of the relationship between Joel and Clementine?

The relationship that Joel and Clementine have is very realistic. Their own eccentricities are what makes the story so complex. I love the fact they argued over the hair on the soap in the shower. I don’t know if I’ve ever had a go at a partner for stuff like that but I’ve certainly been one of those people who’ve sat across the table having dinner with my partner, not my current one certainly, but I’ve sat there thinking, ‘oh God, we’ve run out of things to say to each other’ and I think we’ve all been there. I love the fact that all that stuff that is very real is in the film. It’s not an obvious, mushy love story but it’s about two people who I think are really meant to be together. You have to wait until the end of the movie to see things in perspective and it says a lot about destiny and that if something is meant to be it will come round again and that’s what it said to me.

What do you think about erasing someone from your mind?

I would never do it because I think all the good and bad experiences that we all go through in life form who we are and without some of the tougher things I’ve gone through, perhaps I wouldn’t be me, perhaps I would be quite different and I can’t imagine how but I wouldn’t choose to erase anything or anyone because it’s all good character-building stuff that helps you be who you are.

Why do you think the character erases him?

Clementine just did it because she read about it and it sounded cool and because she’s impulsive. I’m very impulsive but I’m not impulsive in relationships; I’m impulsive in the sense that I’ll wake up in the morning having planned to go to the grocery store, read some scripts and take my daughter to school and I’ll suddenly go, ‘it’s such a gorgeous day, let’s go to the zoo, forget everything else’ just because why not, you only live once.

What surprised you the most about Jim Carrey?

He isn’t funny all the time. He has a normal side and has a very sensitive side and is very private and he does have his process. Yes, he would be kind of goofy and silly and pulling faces on set and there were other times where we would shoot difficult scenes and he would really retreat and sit in a quiet corner and I have a vision of him fiddling with the top of his water bottle a lot, thinking something through and I do that a lot too so I could see it a mile away and that the atmosphere was very ,’leave me alone a while’ not in a bad way but as actors do. I think that was the thing that surprised me; he was a very regular guy.

How well do you get to know all your leading men?

It depends how close you become with the person. With Leonardo DiCaprio, we are going to see each other next week actually and we’re still in touch with each other and he sent us incredible flowers and a wonderful note after my son was born and Johnny Depp is also a good friend and I have an incredible relationship with him too. You get as close to the person as they are prepared to let you get. Jim and I did become very close; you do share stuff and have to interact together as Kate and Jim in order to create any kind of chemistry. There is stuff that you can’t act or pretend. It would have been awful if we’d hated each other and it wouldn’t have worked so we’re lucky we liked each other!

Did you feel your character took the pressure of Jim to make the scene interesting?

I certainly piled the pressure on myself. I was aware of the fact that Clementine had more to say than Joel and frankly that meant more lines to say and concentrating on those lines and keeping up the pace. But it was a lot of pressure on me to hold up the more comedic side of the story and I did go into this thinking, ‘can I be funny?’ and nothing was more joyous to me then when Michel, the director, would come over and be doubled up laughing at something I had done. That was a very rewarding feeling.

Are you still recognized from Titanic?

I still receive fan mail and respond to everything and everyone gets a signed photograph and you know they don’t want a signed photo of me as Marian Dashwood; they want the signed photograph of me in the big white hat looking up at the ship and that’s the one they always get! But it isn’t a pressure. That kind of thing is a wonderful feeling and now I am fully able to appreciate it. It never irritated me but it was surprising in the beginning, that level of recognition, and it took a lot of getting used to. You’d be in the grocery store selecting your cucumber and someone would say, ‘are you the girl from Titanic?’ because they never remember your name. Sometimes they come up and say, ‘are you who I think you are?’ and I say, ‘I’m not sure – who do you think I am?’ and they say the girl from Titanic so I’m able to appreciate it and kind of laugh about it at the same time.
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