ELIJAH WOOD

In a dramatic departure from his most famous role as Frodo in Lord of the Rings, Elijah Wood has a supporting role in Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind as Patrick, a young technical worker who assists in erasing memories but falls in love with one of his patients, Clementine (Kate Winslet) and tries to use her erased memories to make her fall in love with him. 

How did you feel playing such a loser?

I really enjoyed the character of Patrick. There is something kind of endearing about him in his kind of pathetic-ness and more importantly, I was just really happy to be part of Charlie Kaufman and Michel Gondrey’s vision and to work with that cast. To be in that creative environment with those people was such an honor every day and such a blast.

Did you do anything else after Lord of the Rings?

I did a few things that went straight to video so this is the first big thing I’ve done since Lord of the Rings and I was thrilled to be part of this world. When I heard about the script I nearly crashed the car. I was driving at the time my agent called and I screamed and almost veered off the road, and so it was such an thrill to be invited.

What kind of atmosphere did you have on the set?

An incredibly unpredictable one. Michel sets up an environment that doesn’t allow for extreme comfort at any time. Not that it’s uncomfortable, but you’re always meant to be on your toes. He really wants there to be a sense of spontaneity so he can capture real moments and so there were times where you weren’t really sure when the camera was rolling and he wouldn’t say action so he was creating a sense of free space and you created in that free space not in any typical fashion. There was always this sense of not totally knowing where we were, which was great because we just had to focus on our own characters and then go from there. Michel was also really inspiring to us in that he wanted us to play around with dialogue and improvise. A lot of gems came out of experimenting and it was such a joy.

What do you want people to think about this film?

I want an extreme reaction from people. I loved it and I was really impressed with how strongly the emotional core of the film came across and ultimately how it ends up being very romantic at the end. It was always in the script and I was worried that it wasn’t going to come through. Such brilliant performances in this film too.

How was working with Jim Carrey?

I think I was expecting some kind of dynamic all-over-the-place guy, who was completely extroverted all the time, always telling jokes. There is an element to him that is hilarious but in playing this character, it’s a difficult character for anyone to play because you have to exist in this downtrodden, slightly weak and awkward, pathetic space for months at a time. And I think that was hard for him so at times he was definitely in that space and then he’d have to come out of it. But he was fascinating and I think there are a lot of layers to Jim that I don’t even know about fully.

How did you feel about working with Jim when he was in bed in a coma?

He was pretty good just lying there the whole time and I remember one day we were waiting for a set-up and he just got up and started doing this whole pecan pie song off the top of his head and it ended up becoming a short film that Michel Gondry shot with him on the second to last night of shooting when they all completely lost their minds, and things like that would kind of happen. It was such a tight atmosphere and there was always hilarity and Mark and I would start a scene doing a lot of percussion and he’d say ‘action’ and we’d stop the drumming and jump into the scene. Sometimes we’d start out doing normal dialogue in a normal scene and then five takes later it would be something completely different!

What is next for you?

A movie in England called Hooligans, with Charlie Hunnam, which is about soccer hooliganism and I play an American who gets mixed up in it all.
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