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· New version of Sleuth 'completely different'
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The actor Jude Law has finally caught up with critics and film audiences by admitting that his remake of the classic British comedy Alfie might have been better left as just a bright idea. Sitting beside Sir Michael Caine, whose original interpretation of the fly womaniser won five Oscar nominations in 1966, Law accepted that his crack at the part nearly 40 years later had irretrievably flopped. 
The remake, which copied most of the original techniques including asides to the camera by Law, was a turkey at the box office. It has since featured regularly in moviegoers' and critics' compilations of the worst film remakes of all time. 
Law, 37, owned up at the Venice Film Festival where he and Sir Michael are promoting another remake in which Law takes on a famous Caine role. A new version of the 1972 psychological thriller Sleuth, it is scripted by Harold Pinter and appears set for a much happier career than Alfie. 
"When I was approached originally to work on the new version of Alfie it seemed like a brilliant idea because the original was so successful," said Law. "But from my point of view it didn't quite turn out the way I wanted it to. 
"Still, part of the reason you embark on a creative journey is to sometimes fall flat. It can also sometimes lead to triumph." 
Triumph is a possibility for Sleuth, which sees Law not only take Caine's old role but play opposite the 74-year-old star in the new version. Caine takes on a part made famous in 1972 by Sir Laurence Olivier, as a multi-millionaire crime writer whose wife has been seduced by a much younger man. 
The film was been well-received at Venice and is among contenders for the festival's Golden Lion prize for the year's best film. It faces strong opposition, including Joe Wright's Atonement with Keira Knightley and Brad Pitt's shot at a movie title record, The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford. 
Law volunteered a comparison between Sleuth and Alfie, telling critics: "Michael is many, many, many actors' heroes and he is certainly an acting hero of mine. The modern version of Alfie to me was a challenge because I hadn't played a character like that before. I don't know that I did it particularly well." 
The new Sleuth, directed by Kenneth Branagh with Law among four producers, retains the basic structure but little else of the 1972 film which was loyal to the original award-winning play by Anthony Shaffer. Caine said that it would have been pointless to do a simple remake - the mistake made by the second Alfie. The new Sleuth was "very different, much more severe. It was the Harold Pinter script which made it completely different. I'd never have done a straight remake." 
Pinter has never seen the 1972 film, directed by Joseph Mankiewicz. He made Shaffer's original play his starting point, but then struck out on his own.



