JAME FOXX MIAMI VICE GENERIC Q&A

QUESTION: What for you was the toughest thing about the shoot on Miami 

Vice?

JAMIE FOXX: I think the hardest thing was trying to find out where 

Michael Mann really wanted to go with the movie. It was tough because 

Michael was taking it upon himself. You can take a movie like 

Collateral upon yourself because it’s one cab, two people and one 

night. And most of his movies have that singular thing to them. Now 

with Miami Vice it’s all the way out here. So he needed me, he needed 

Colin, he needed Gong. So it was a matter of coming to the set every 

day and finding the groove because I knew that the pressure was on him. 

I told him. He was trying to recreate history and and he knew like I 

know that the good and the bad of being commercially successful is that 

is that everybody is going to get the chance to see you really make a 

film that will be watched from every perspective. Not just the few, 

which I think is wonderful thing. My friends from Texas, who may not 

know anything about cinema, will be given a fresh perspective because I 

thought it was brilliant that he was not doing it like the eighties or 

tongue in cheek. So every day it was a matter of getting on his page 

and being respectful and checking my ego in at the door because this 

great thing was happening. So I had to do that  with every part of my 

life. I had to make sure that I was cool and that I was saying the 

right things and staying true to myself.

QUESTION: Was the scariest time facing the hurricanes or the shooting 

incident on location in the Dominican Republic?

JAMIE FOXX: I think the shooting was a sing. It was fun being dangerous 

and on the edge but that was a time for all of to say...ok, let’s not 

let anything really get us off. If that bullet had hit hit anybody then 

we were way up there doing something that we really didn’t want to do. 

Michael made a great decision he said..I have got everything I need 

from you Foxx, go ahead and fly off. And he quarter backed. Because 

then you saw him with his producer hat on, his director hat, you see 

him as a father because that was his family. It was scary but it was 

also exciting. In three or four years from now you could say remember 

when the shots got fired.

QUESTION: What was your experience like of training to be an undercover 

cop?

JAMIE FOXX: It was good. When we were doing Collateral we would ride 

around with can drivers and Michael would ask them things and the dude 

would formulate his answers to appease him. So I said to Michael what 

we would do was that he would work him on e way and get all the stuff 

and detail and I would ask what it was really like. So it was working 

and we even worked the undercover agents like that. When Michael wasn’t 

around an agent told me how he did coke one time because he had to do 

it in front of this guy who had a gun. So we could take pieces of those 

things so we could layer the character because Michael loves the 

layering and the finding out the history and the background. So I was 

able to meet a brother who was undercover and I asked what he liked 

about the job that made him keep doing it. And he said he didn’t like 

people getting kid and so he wasn’t going to let that happen.

QUESTION: What are you most  you most proud of about Miami Vice?

JAMIE FOXX: I think what I am most proud of is watching Michael Mann 

get through it. I am the young cat and I say you made it through man. 

Sean P Diddy Coombs asked me what it had been like and I said it was 

tough. And he said then ot’s going to be good because every time I go 

through something and it is tough or dark then I know that it’s going 

to be good. So that is what I am most proud of is that you made it 

through and now you can take a deep breath and you can look at each 

other and ask if it is worth doing again if it comes up. And if it is 

you do it and you hope we can do it again because there are some things 

that are left on the bone. I was amazed that Colin had comic timing and 

his charisma with people. If he would talk to a girl he would get her 

so that she would think that she was the only girl in the planet. I say 

to him you have got show that. I also said that - even if it is not 

Miami Vice 2 - we have got to hook up again. I really am a fan of his 

acting. Because he is in Hollywood they will push him towards certain 

things but I believe that Miami Vice was a great thing for him to be a 

part of because it meant that he had a chance to go to Man School and 

also be commercially success. Now he is getting that type of work 

because he is working with Woody Allen. And he does have it because he 

does have the chops.

QUESTION: You must be pleased that you look so good in the shower scene 

in Miami Vice?

JAMIE FOXX: Yeah. I knew that shower scene was coming so I was working 

out. But I don’t stay in shape all the time.

QUESTION:  In Miami Vice there is a love scene between you and Naomie 

Harris and it’s so natural that it looks like it was ad-libbed. Was it?

JAMIE FOXX: That was ad-libbed. We ad-libbed the whole thing. Most love 

scenes mean you hear the music and they move towards each other but I 

said that if this was my girl and we have known each other for years 

then it would not be like that. You would go to sleep or start to make 

love and never finish. So Michael let us ad-lib. He doesn’t let you 

ad-lib a lot but he let us go with that. Colin supplies sexiness 

without even trying so he has that. But to have two actors do that 

thing would be too much so we tried to make it a little bit funny.
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