
HEADLINE: THANKYOU FOR THE MUSICAL

Streeps 

By THE SNEAK 

MAMMA Mia! is the most successful stage musical ever, taking more than Â£1billion at the box office in 170 cities. 

Now the big screen version of the Abba-inspired hit is coming to a cinema near you, and itâ€™s sure to take even more Money Money Money. 

The Sunâ€™s critic The Sneak caught a first screening of Mamma Mia! last night and he reckons there is no way youâ€™ll be able to resist it. 

The Sneak is neither a huge fan of musicals nor Abba, but by the end of this perfect summer movie he was saying Thank You For The Music. 

It is impossible not to end up with a smile on your face when you hear the uplifting Seventies tunes from the Swedish quartet and, letâ€™s be honest, weâ€™ve all been tempted to strut our stuff to Dancing Queen, havenâ€™t we? 

All the favourite songs including SOS, Voulez Vous and, of course, Mamma Mia, are here. But this isnâ€™t an Abba movie. It is much more than that. 

Mamma Mia! is a romantic comedy like no other you will see this year. 

Many of the big laughs come from watching the likes of Meryl Streep, Pierce Brosnan and Colin Firth dancing and singing like your parents. 

While Streep reveals a fair set of lungs, Brosnan couldnâ€™t hold a note if it had the Queenâ€™s head on it. 

And that is the beauty of the film. 

Streep, Brosnan and Firth look like they had the time of their lives making Mamma Mia! and the enthusiasm lifts the audience. 

At this special first screening in London last night, the crowd joined in the singing and there were huge grins everywhere when they left. 

The story is fairly straightforward. 

Sophie (Amanda Seyfried) is due to marry on the Greek island where she lives with her mother Donna (Streep). 

But Sophie doesnâ€™t know who her father is and invites to the wedding three men, Sam (Brosnan), Harry (Firth) and Bill (Stellan Skarsgard), that her mother slept with around the time of her conception. 

Sophie keeps her plans secret from both Donna and her groom and a head-spinning farce ensues. 

As Donnaâ€™s friend Rosie â€“ brilliantly played by Julie Walters â€“ rightly says: â€œ Itâ€™s very Greek.â€� This is a search for truth and identity which will touch your heart. 

And the magical thing is that the lyrics of Bjorn and Benny perfectly complement moving moments. 

It certainly sends a shingle down the spine when Streep sings of Brosnan: â€œDonâ€™t go wasting your emotions.â€� 

Walters gets most of the best lines, dismissing sex as â€œjust more plumbing to be maintainedâ€�. 

But the biggest applause came from seeing Brosnan dressed as a hippie and Firth as a punk. 

Surreal

Original ... Abba 

Make sure you stick around beyond the credits for a special treat when the cast perform some extra numbers. 

The film doesnâ€™t alter the stage play much, except that here Donna and Sophie are American instead of British. 

Former child model Amanda as Sophie has the most powerful voice and is a name to look out for in the future. 

The Mediterranean setting makes for the most romantic wedding venue you will ever see and the beach is a perfect spot for some surreal dance routines. 

The Sneak is certain that Mamma Mia! will have multiplexes jumping as cinema-goers dance in the aisles. 

The only possible downside is that it will probably spark a rush of copycat jukebox musical adaptations. 

And the Sneak isnâ€™t looking forward to the Take That musical appearing on the big screen any time soon.

