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Showbox clips off 'Cliff'
South Korea to see truncated version of film
By PATRICK FRATER

The first part of John Woo's epic "Red Cliff" will go out in South Korea via Korean distributor (and investor) Showbox in slightly truncated form: While the rest of the region will get the Woo cut of two hours, 23 minutes, the Showbox version is nine minutes shorter. 

"We actually wanted to make it a two-hour movie, but we found all the episodes of the film very meaningful and could not eliminate any of them. In the end we found three scenes that we could shorten," said Showbox VP of acquisitions Chris Lee. 

"John has given his blessing for them to do this," producer Terence Chang told Daily Variety. "But he said he doesn't want to watch it." 

In South Korea, "Red Cliff" is the only significant title opening this week (it bows Thursday), though the window is narrow. Showbox expects "Wanted" to hold well and is hoping that weak reviews for "Hancock," which opened this weekend, translate into a quick dropoff. Opening on July 17 is Kim Jee-woon's highly anticipated "kimchi Western" "The Good the Bad the Weird," which is expected to do stellar business for exhibitor-distrib CJ Entertainment. 

Nevertheless, Lee said Showbox is putting its full weight behind "Red Cliff." Company has ordered 380 prints and booked 400 screens so far, though that could go to 450 depending on exhibitor appetite and advance booking volume. "Although local movies tend to open wider, for a foreign movie this is the equivalent of a 'Spider-Man,'Â " she said. "But then again this is more than a Chinese-language movie; this is a story that 80% of Asians have read." 

Showbox will roll out the second part of "Red Cliff" in January.
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'Red Cliff' ready for its closeup
John Woo epic to bow in Asia this week
By CLIFFORD COONAN,Â PATRICK FRATER 

	



The arduous task of bringing Asia's biggest-ever pic, "Red Cliff," to the bigscreen has been a battle worthy of the violent and chaotic time in which the movie is set. 

Pic, adapted from China's classic novel "Romance of the Three Kingdoms," is over four hours long. For Asian territories, the movie is being split into two parts, with the first to be released on Thursday in China, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Korea. 

In Malaysia, it bows on July 17; Japan is aiming for November. 

Auds outside Asia will get a single movie, expected to clock in at 2Â½ hours, coinciding with the release of the second part in Asia in January. 

"Red Cliff" is a co-production of China Film Group, South Korea's Showbox Entertainment, Taiwan's CMC Entertainment group and Japan's Avex Entertainment. 

Director John Woo is hoping the film will mark his glorious return home to Asia after decades in Hollywood. But backers of the $80 million project are taking no chances, marking the launch with a grueling promo push to win hearts and minds across the continent. 

The story is set in the final days of the Han Dynasty, in the year 208, covering the war that established the Three Kingdoms period, when China had three rulers. 

Bad weather, on-set tragedy with the death of a stuntman and cast walkouts all combined to put a pall over the pic's production. But happier times seem to be ahead. Post is finally wrapping on the second half of the Asian version of the project. 

The talent -- stars Tony Leung, Takeshi Kaneshiro, Zhang Fengyi, Chang Chen and Lin Chiling, as well as Woo and producer Terence Chang -- was wheeled out in Asian capitals in a bid to ensure that the film captures the Asian imagination to the extent it must to secure success across Asia. 

"I have wanted to make this film for almost 20 years. James Wong Jim suggested I make a film about the war in 1986, but due to funding problems, it couldn't be done. After Wong's death, I felt a strong urge to make it happen," Woo told a news conference in Hong Kong. Reassuringly, he added that the film's second half was nearly ready, except for CGI details. 

Movie on tour 

The first of a busy run of charity premieres took place in Korea on June 26, with the second in Hong Kong on June 30. After that, the troupe headed into mainland China, with Beijing seeing preems on two successive nights. 

The next stop was the earthquake zone on Thursday, where the movie screened at Chengdu's Wu Hou shrine. The complex, built in 223 A.D., includes memorial halls and burial sites of many of the characters featured in the film. 

The decision to take "Red Cliff" to Sichuan won kudos for the production because it will help give a lift to the survivors of the May 12 quake, which left upwards of 90,000 dead or missing. 

In a sign that years out of China have not dulled his understanding of the sensibilities of the local market, Woo invited 100 doctors, nurses, soldiers, volunteers and journalists who experienced the quake and helped with the rescue and relief work or reported about them to attend the ceremony, and paraded some of them up the red carpet. 

"Red Cliff" spent Friday in Shanghai, followed by Guangzhou on Sunday and Shanzhen today. Then it is the turn of Taipei (Tuesday and Wednesday) and Singapore (Thursday), finishing off in the Malaysian capital Kuala Lumpur on Friday. 

Asian auds are keen to welcome back local son Woo, who left Hong Kong to make his name in Hollywood with "Face/Off" and "Mission: Impossible II." 

Tony Leung initially dropped out of the picture, to be replaced by Takeshi Kaneshiro. Soon thereafter, Woo's long-time ally Chow Yun-fat ankled. Then two days later Leung was back in the line-up, this time in the lead, replacing Chow.
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Fatal fire halts Wooâ��s â��Red Cliffâ��
One killed, six injured on set of production
By CLIFFORD COONAN 

	



A stuntman was killed and six people were injured Monday during second-unit filming on helmer John Wooâ��s â��The Battle of Red Cliff.â�� 

Itâ��s the latest setback to the production schedule on Chinaâ��s -- and Asiaâ��s -- most expensive movie of all time, which has been hit by thesp changes and bad weather. 

The 23-year-old stuntman was killed when a fire broke out Monday on the set in northern Beijing after a boat rammed into the set of an ancient warship, Phoenix TV reported. The cause of the fire is still being investigated. 

Pic has been a long time coming. Shooting mostly wrapped Nov. 30, and Woo was in Hong Kong when the accident happened. The second-unit director was in charge of the set. 

With a budget of $80 million, â��Cliffâ�� is the most expensive movie ever made in Asia, with funding coming from producers in the region -- Chinaâ��s China Film, CMC Entertainment in Taiwan, Avex in Japan and South Koreaâ��s Showbox. 

The production has been dogged by difficulties -- heavy rains washed away part of an outdoor set in Hebei in northern China. 

Thesp Tony Leung Chiu-wai (â��Lust, Cautionâ��) dropped out and was replaced by Takeshi Kaneshiro. Soon afterward, close Woo ally Chow Yun-fat ankled. Two days after Chow left, Leung was back in the lineup as lead actor, replacing Chow. The film, adapted from Chinaâ��s classic novel â��Romance of the Three Kingdoms,â�� is written as a four-hour film. For Asian territories, the movie is to be split into two parts, with the first to be released in July in China, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Korea and in October in Japan. Auds outside Asia will get a single movie, expected to clock in at 2Â½ hours, coinciding with the release of the second part in Asia in December next year. 
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Leung rejoins 'Red Cliff'
Actor to star in Woo's latest project
By CLIFFORD COONAN,Â PATRICK FRATER,Â PATRICK FRATER 

	




HONG KONG -- Tony Leung Chiu-wai has stepped in to take the lead in John Woo's "Red Cliff," only two days after "Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon" star Chow Yun-fat dropped out. 

Leung ("In the Mood for Love," "Bullet in the Head") will start early next week. Production, which is under way in Hebei province, will continue on location for a few more days before moving to studios in Beijing. 

Investors in the $70 million picture including China Film Group and Avex Entertainment and Hong Kong distrib Mei Ah Entertainment issued statements in support of the switcheroo. 

Leung dropped out of the film in March when he was skedded to play a different character. At the time, he said he felt unable to commit to the six-month shoot that the pic entails. He was replaced by Takeshi Kaneshiro. Others in the cast include Zhang Fengyi, Chiling Lin, Chang Chen, Vicky Zhao and Hu Jun. 

Circumstances of Chow's departure are still unclear. There have been accusations in Chinese-language press of unreasonable demands by the thesp and conditions that completion bond company CineFinance could not accept. Chow countered that the same company has bonded him on two previous occasions and with the same requirements. 

A hefty screenplay by Woo Chan Khan, Guo Zheng and Sheng Heyu will lead to a four-hour film. For Asian territories pic is to be split into two parts. Other auds will receive a single movie. Pic, which is repped in international territories by L.A.-based Summit Entertainment, was widely sold at the February edition of the European Film Market. 
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Chow drops out of 'Red Cliff'
Star exits Woo epic three days into shooting
By CLIFFORD COONAN,Â PATRICK FRATER 

	



HONG KONG -- Chinese superstar Chow Yun-fat has dropped out of John Woo's mega-budget "Red Cliff" only three days into shooting. 

Producer and Woo's partner in Lion Rock Entertainment Terence Chang told Variety "We are reworking our schedule right now as we have to shoot around the absent leading man." Lensing began Saturday in Hebei Province near Beijing. 

By way of explanation for the shock move Chang said: "We are replacing Chow Yun-fat since the bond company CineFinance would not approve his agreement." 

Agency reports quoted a China Film Group source as saying that Chow had made "unreasonable demands" that exceeded industry standards. Chow is understood to have said that he only received a final script a few days ago and was not sure he would do justice to the character. 

The $70 million budget picture is the biggest budget Chinese film ever made and one of the largest of the year to be made as an independent picture. It is Woo's first Chinese-language film in many years after a Hollywood career that has included "Face/Off" and "Mission: Impossible 2." 

Budget was put together by China Film Group, Japan's Avex Entertainment, China's Chengtian Entertainment, Taiwan's CMC Entertainment and Korea's Showbox. Int'l sales are handled by LA-based Summit Entertainment. 

The heavyweight script by Woo Chan Khan, Guo Zheng and Sheng Heyu weighs in at a four hour film. For Asian territories pic is to be split into two parts. North American and other int'l auds will receive a single movie, possibly weighing in at close to three hours. 

Remaining cast is now confirmed as including Takeshi Kaneshiro, Zhang Fengyi, Chiling Lin, Chang Chen, Vicky Zhao and Hu Jun. 

Chow reportedly said that he had effectively taken a pay cut, by not asking for a raise after the decision to make the movie a two-parter. 

Chow's ankling is the second high profile departure for "Red Cliff". A few weeks back Tony Leung Chiu-wai ("Bullet In The Head," "In The Mood For Love") quit, suggesting that he could not make a commitment for the whole of the massive six month-long lensing. 

Chow departure, however, is a psychological blow. Chow was the iconic star of many early Woo films including "A Better Tomorrow" and "Hard Boiled." 


Woo's 'Cliff' splits into two movies

Larger budget allows for additional pic
By PATRICK FRATER 
Posted: Fri., Feb. 9, 2007, 8:00pm PT

	

	



John Woo's forthcoming epic "The Battle of Red Cliff" -- the most expensive Asian movie ever made -- has just gotten a whole lot bigger. 

Pic has seen its budget balloon from a previously announced $50 million to $75 million. It's being touted here by Summit Entertaiment, which has set up shop off-Market in the Hyatt. 

In Asian territories where the Han Dynasty (Third century) source material "Romance of the Three Kingdoms" is very familiar, pic will now be released as two movies of two hours each. In the rest of the world it will be offered as a single pic of two and a half hours. 

"We are selling one Asian version and one non-Asian version," Summit chief Patrick Wachsberger said. He added that he has already inked multiple deals during the first days of Berlin, but said his company does not disclose contractual details. 

"It was impossible to condense all this material into two hours," producer Terence Chang said. "Asian audiences know all the 10 main personalities and all the battles. The split gives us room for the set pieces and the character development." 

Chang said that the split was proposed by China Film Group chief Han Sanping and makes use of a narrative cliffhanger moment when the heroes celebrate their victory, before crossing the river for a further fight near the title's red cliffs. 

Screenplay is by "Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon" scribe Wang Hui-ling. 

Production now is set back by two weeks. Lensing starts March 28 and continues until late September. Locations will mostly be around Beijing and set building is already under way. 

For the river battle scene producers intend to use 2,000 boats in addition to CGI effects. While production will be continuous, Asian release for the part is being skedded to preem ahead of the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games, and the second closer to the end of that year's holiday period. Dates for the international version have not been fixed. 

Summit holds world rights outside the five Asian territories that Chang and Woo's Lion Rock Entertainment will retain and outside North America, where the film is repped by CAA.

Posted: Wed., Sep. 26, 2007, 10:40pm PT

Mega-film 'Red Cliff' makes history
$80 million Woo epic the talk of China
By CLIFFORD COONAN 

	



BEIJING -- Historians reckon that 1 million soldiers took part in the battle of Red Cliff, the bloody confrontation that gave birth to China's Three Kingdoms. Never one to shy away from a challenge, Hong Kong's helmer-in-chief John Woo is planning to make sure his $80 million take on this piece of Chinese history will be as epic as the original battle itself. 

"Red Cliff" is the most expensive movie ever made in Asia, with funding coming entirely from independent producers in the region. 

For the Asian film business, "Red Cliff" is grandly ambitious -- the financing is groundbreaking, the budget immense, the length fearsome and the special effects tipped to be awesome. 

It's got some of the biggest names in Asian cinema, including Woo himself, who is marking his return to Chinese-language movies with the pic and has a lot riding on its success. It's also four hours long in one version and has had to overcome some serious casting changes. 

Based on a segment of the sprawling classic Chinese novel "Romance of the Three Kingdoms," pic is set in the final days of the Han Dynasty, in the year 208, and covers the war that established the Three Kingdoms period, when China had three rulers. 

Not only is "Red Cliff" significant in terms of pan-Asian funding and budget, it's also enormously significant in terms of technical ambition: Its producers see it as a CGI-infused epic for young auds steeped in manga-inspired ultraviolence and raised on the computer-generated images of "Sin City" and the kind of intensity that "300" brought to the historical war genre. Numerous units have shot simultaneously on the pic, and with all this footage floating around, there is plenty of scope for ratcheting up the shock and awe in the editing suite. 

It also carries a burden of expectation that could break the back of a smaller movie. The makers of "Red Cliff" are keen to distance themselves from a series of me-too martial arts epics -- such as "Seven Swords" and "The Banquet" -- that China has been producing for the past few years, and there is also another project based on the "Three Kingdoms" novel, helmed by Daniel Lee starring Andy Lau and Maggie Q, set for release in 2008. 

"Things are going fine. We've still got about a month to shoot, and we expect to wrap end-October, maybe mid-November," says producer and Woo's partner in Lion Rock Entertainment Terence Chang. 

Chang adds the budget was "south of $80 million" -- indeed, Woo has played down the cost of the movie in the media. The funding came from four territories: China's China Film, CMC Entertainment in Taiwan, Avex in Japan and South Korea's Showbox. 

With so much money in place, and with Asian stars seeing their profiles rise in world cinema (Ang Lee's Chinese-language "Lust, Caution" just won the Golden Lion at Venice), it was perhaps inevitable there would be personnel problems on the set, but "Red Cliff" has had some pretty major switcheroos. 

In March, Tony Leung dropped out of the film. At the time, he said he felt unable to commit to the six-month shoot the pic demanded and he was replaced by Takeshi Kaneshiro. 

Then Chow Yun-fat, a close ally of Woo, dropped the bombshell that he was leaving. 

The circumstances of Chow's departure were never clarified -- local Chinese media said it was because of unreasonable demands by the thesp and conditions that completion bond company CineFinance could not accept. Chow countered those reports, saying the same firm bonded him twice before with the same requirements. 

The idea of a falling-out between Woo and Chow electrified the film industry here. Woo made Chow a legend -- casting him as an icon of cool in the 1986 Hong Kong pic "A Better Tomorrow" and genre classic "Hard Boiled." 

Two days after Chow ankled, Leung was back in the lineup in a different role than what he originally had contracted for. 

The rest of the stellar cast includes Zhang Fengyi, Chiling Lin, Chang Chen, Vicky Zhao and Hu Jun. 

Against this background of upheaval, it's probably no surprise that Woo claimed it's been the toughest film he's ever worked on. 

" 'Red Cliff' is the movie I've spent the most energy on, prepared for the longest, and is the most tiring since I started making movies," he told the Southern Daily newspaper. 

It's Woo's first bash at a Chinese-language project after many years in Hollywood helming projects such as "Broken Arrow," "Face/Off" and "Mission: Impossible 2." 

And add this twist to "Red Cliff's" journey to the bigscreen: The screenplay by Woo Chan Khan, Guo Zheng and Sheng Heyu is for a four-hour film. For Asian territories, pic is to be split into two parts, with the first part in July 2008 and the second part slated for December. Audiences outside Asia will get a single movie, expected to clock in at a fairly hefty 2Â½ hours, with a probable December release. 

Pic, which is repped in international territories by L.A.-based Summit Entertainment, was widely sold at the February edition of the European Film Market. 

"We've already sold it to a lot of European territories, but we are holding back on North America because people have a wrong impression about Chinese films there -- they think of 'Hero' and 'Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon,' so we want to show them the movie when it's finished," says Chang. 

But industry insiders say a lot of money is being asked for the North American rights, and studios are waiting it out, wary of spending too much money following the less-than-healthy international performances of pics such as Chen Kaige's "The Promise" and Zhang Yimou's "Curse of the Golden Flower." 

There's also the Chinese government to contend with, which wants the movie to be a success because it will showcase Chinese history ahead of the Olympics in Beijing in 2008, says Chang, who describes the movie as a cross between "Troy," "300" and "The Perfect Storm": "There's a lot of CGI in there." 

Undoubtedly, CGI will be a key factor. Many productions in Asia have suffered from uneven special effects, but "Red Cliff" is taking no chances: Effects pioneer Craig Hayes, who has developed revolutionary computer-generated graphic techniques and worked on "RoboCop" and the "Matrix" franchise, is visual effects supervisor. 

Hayes was brought in by the San Francisco-based vfx house the Orphanage, which has worked most recently on the "Pirates of the Caribbean" series, "Live Free or Die Hard," "Superman Returns" and the upcoming "Iron Man," but some of the simpler stuff might be given to someone else, possibly in the region. 

Extremes of weather have also taken an epic toll on the shoot. Torrential rains washed away part of an outdoor set in northern China; then during the summer and even now, the heat was and is hellish. 

"We're very affected by the weather. The hot weather now is bad if you're wearing heavy armour," says Chang. 

For Woo, the pic is partly a patriotic exercise and a return to his roots. One of the key reasons for making "Red Cliff" such a major production is that he wants mainland Chinese crews to learn from the experience. 

Given the cost of the movie and the big Asian names filling the armor on set mean the buzz about the movie is building. 

Early indications are positive -- the biz is cautiously optimistic, and Chinese government good will is assured. The Chinese computer game company Beijing Perfect World Technology has already announced a new game to tie in with the movie, "The War of the Red Cliff," promising that it will break ground in Chinese gaming by remaining faithful to the original history while offering dizzying graphics and a strong concept. 

"Red Cliff's" producers will be hoping their pic can also break Asia's cinematic mold. 


China's 'Cliff' seeks U.S. distributor
John Woo blockbuster to wrap in November
By CLIFFORD COONAN
	


BEIJING -- The John Woo-helmed "Red Cliff," Asia's biggest movie production ever -- and one of its most beleaguered -- plans to wrap on schedule. But a lot of challenges still lie ahead for the pic, securing North American distribution and living up to the high expectations of the Chinese government among them. 
Extremes of weather have taken an epic toll. Shooting in the dry summer heat was a challenge in the northern China desert locations, while torrential rains washed away part of an outdoor set for the film in Hebei. 
Budget for the film is "south of $80 million," according to Terence Chang, the pic's producer and Woo's partner in Lion Rock Entertainment. That's an enormous sum when a budget of a few million is considered high in most Asian countries. 
Coin came from four Asian equity investors: China Film Group, CMC Entertainment in Taiwan, Avex in Japan and South Korea's Showbox. 
"Things are doing fine. We've still got about a month to shoot; we expect to wrap end of October, maybe mid-November," Chang said. 
It's Woo's first Chinese-language project after many years in Hollywood, helming projects such as "Broken Arrow," "Face/Off" and "Mission: Impossible II." 
The screenplay by Woo Chan Khan, Guo Zheng and Sheng Heyu is for a four-hour film. For Asian territories, pic is to be split into two parts, with the first skedded for release in July and the second in December 2008. 
Auds in other territories will receive a single movie, expected to clock in at 2Â½ hours, which will probably be released in December next year. Pic, repped in international territories by L.A.-based Summit Entertainment, was widely sold at the February edition of the European Film Market. 
"We've already sold it to a lot of European territories, but we are holding back on North America because people have a wrong impression about Chinese films there. They think of 'Hero' and 'Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon,' so we want to show them the movie when it's finished," Chang said. 
Industry sources said a lot of money is being sought for the North American rights, and studios are holding back, wary following the less-than-spectacular international performances of Chinese martial-arts pics. 
Before the weather problems, the movie, based on the classic Chinese novel "Romance of the Three Kingdoms," was dogged by personnel issues. 
Tony Leung Chiu-wai dropped out of the film in March; then Chow Yun-fat exited. That brought Leung back in the lead role. 
Cast also includes Zhang Fengyi, Chiling Lin, Chang Chen, Vicky Zhao and Hu Jun. 
The Chinese government desperately wants the movie to be a success as it will showcase the nation's history ahead of the 2008 Beijing Olympics, Chang said. 
Craig Hayes is visual effects supervisor, brought in by the Orphanage. Most of the principal CGI will be done in San Francisco. 
Date in print: Thurs., Sep. 13, 2007, Los Angeles

Historians reckon that 1 million soldiers took part in the battle of Red Cliff, the bloody confrontation that gave birth to China's Three Kingdoms. 

Never one to shy away from a challenge, Hong Kong's helmer-in-chief John Woo is planning to make sure his $80 million take on this piece of Chinese history will be as epic as the original battle itself. Red Cliff 


"Red Cliff" is the most expensive movie ever made in Asia, with funding coming entirely from independent producers in the region. 

John Woo makes a return to Chinese-language cinema with 'Red Cliff.' 

Chang describes the movie as a cross between "Troy," "300" and "The Perfect Storm": "There's a lot of CGI in there." 
