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MILTON BEARDEN (CIA Technical Advisor) retired from the Central Intelligence Agency in 1994, after 30 years in the CIA’s clandestine services.  During a career that tracked the Cold War from the overthrow of Nikita Khrushchev and the detonation of the first Chinese atomic bomb in the mid-1960s, through the hauling down of the hammer and sickle over the Kremlin and the reunification of Germany in the 1990s, Bearden rose through the ranks to become one of the CIA’s most senior officers.  He left the Agency as one of the most highly decorated operations officers in its Senior Service.

 Bearden’s early career was split between German-speaking Europe and Hong Kong, where he conducted classic Cold War intelligence operations.  During the early 1980s he moved to Africa to serve as CIA Chief in Nigeria, and later in Khartoum, where he covered Sudan’s civil war and the ultimate overthrow of the regime of Jaafar Nimeiri.  It was in Sudan in 1985 that Bearden organized a secret airlift, from the Sudanese desert to Israel, of the stranded remnants of the Ethiopian Falasha Jews.  For his work in Sudan, Bearden was awarded the Intelligence Medal of Merit, the Agency’s second-highest decoration.

In Spring 1986, Bearden was selected by Bill Casey to take charge of the CIA Covert Action supporting a flagging Afghan Resistance.  Bearden’s assignment to the Afghan Resistance heralded a shift in American policy from minimalist support of the Afghan rebels—just enough to tie down the Soviet Army—to a policy of trying to win.  The end of the war was symbolically marked by the final march of Soviet troops across Friendship Bridge over the Oxus River on February 15, 1989, thus ending almost 10 years of struggle.  For his service in Afghanistan, Bearden was awarded the Agency’s highest decoration, the Distinguished Intelligence Medal.

In 1989, Bearden left Pakistan and Afghanistan to take command of the Soviet-East European Division of the CIA’s Operations Directorate.  During the next three years, he directed the CIA’s clandestine operations against a decaying Soviet Empire.  Nine months after the Soviets walked out of Afghanistan, the Berlin Wall fell, and the reunification of Germany became irreversible.  During this period, Bearden was awarded the CIA’s unique Donovan Award, named after its founder.

Bearden wound up his CIA career as the CIA Chief in Bonn, where he worked with a newly reunified Germany in dealing with its Cold War legacy.  Among his last official acts in Germany was his participation in the final departure ceremony of the Russian Western Group of Forces from Berlin on August 31, 1994—three years after the dissolution of the Soviet Union.  For his service in Germany, Bearden was honored by the German President with the Federal Cross of Merit, the only such decoration ever given to a CIA Chief in the Federal Republic. 

 Bearden is the author of The Black Tulip: A Novel of War in Afghanistan (Random House 1998, 2002).  He is a frequent contributor to the op-ed pages of The New York Times, the Los Angeles Times and The Wall Street Journal.  He has also contributed to Foreign Affairs and to a book about September 11, 2001: How Did This Happen? Terrorism and the New War, published by Public Affairs.  He is a consultant for CBS News and is co-author, with James Risen, of the award-winning The Main Enemy: The Inside Story of the CIA’s Final Showdown with the KGB—a non-fiction account of the end of the Cold War that was published by Random House in May 2003.   In addition to his work with Robert De Niro and screenwriter Eric Roth (Forrest Gump, The Insider) on The Good Shepherd, Bearden worked with De Niro on Universal Pictures’ smash hit Meet the Parents.  Bearden is now working with director Mike Nichols on Charlie Wilson’s War, starring Tom Hanks, Julia Roberts and Philip Seymour Hoffman.   

Bearden lives in Virginia with his French-born wife, Marie-Catherine.   
The Honorable RICHARD C. HOLBROOKE (Consultant) is Vice Chairman of Perseus, a leading private equity firm.  He most recently served as the United States Ambassador to the United Nations, where he was also a member of President Clinton’s cabinet (1999-2001).  As Assistant Secretary of State for Europe (1994-1996), he was the chief architect of the 1995 Dayton peace agreement that ended the war in Bosnia.  He later served as President Clinton’s Special Envoy to Bosnia and Kosovo and Special Envoy to Cyprus on a pro-bono basis while a private citizen.  From 1993-1994, he was the U.S. Ambassador to Germany. 

During the Carter Administration (1977-1981), he served as the Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs, and was in charge of U.S. relations with China at the time Sino-American relations were normalized in December 1978.

After joining the Foreign Service in 1962, he served in Vietnam (1963-66), including a tour of duty in the Mekong Delta for AID.  He worked on Vietnam at the Johnson White House (1966-68), wrote one volume of the Pentagon Papers and was a member of the American delegation to the Vietnam Peace Talks in Paris (1968-69).

He was Peace Corps Director in Morocco (1970-72), Managing Editor of Foreign Policy (1972-77) and held senior positions at two leading Wall Street firms: Credit Suisse First Boston (Vice Chairman) and Lehman Brothers (Managing Director).  He has written numerous articles and two bestselling books: To End a War, a memoir of the Dayton negotiations, and is the co-author of Counsel to the President, Clark Clifford’s memoir.  He writes a monthly column for The Washington Post.

He has received over 20 honorary degrees and numerous awards, including several Nobel Peace Prize nominations.  He is the Founding Chairman of the American Academy in Berlin, a center for U.S.-German cultural exchange; President and CEO of the Global Business Coalition, the business alliance against HIV/AIDS; and Chairman of the Asia Society.  He is on the board of American International Group.  NGO board memberships include the American Museum of Natural History, the National Endowment for Democracy, The Africa-America Institute, the Citizens Committee for New York City, the Council on Foreign Relations and Refugees International.  He is on the Advisory Board of USA for UNHCR, is a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and Professor-at-Large, Brown University.  

