Jonas Brothers: The 3D Concert Experience – International Generic
2

JONAS BROTHERS: THE 3D CONCERT EXPERIENCE

International Generic Interview

The Jonas Brothers -Kevin, 21; Joe, 19; and Nick, 16 -have become a worldwide phenomenon since the 2007 release of their self-titled, platinum-selling CD on Hollywood Records. Since then, they’ve been touring, recording and performing with a non-stop international schedule that has burnished their rising star to white-hot. Having conquered the recording studio (with their latest release, A Little Bit Longer), the live stage (they sold out three consecutive nights at Madison Square Garden) and the small screen (they’ve just completed filming the first season of their own television series), they head for the motion picture screen with their first movie -Jonas Brothers: The 3D Concert Experience. 
Their film is a fun, funny and compelling look at the Brothers doing what they do best -playing their own music, their way, on the concert stage. But the entertainment doesn’t stop there. The cameras follow the trio off-stage, backstage, and into the real world, in the midst of their “Burning Up” tour -giving fans a closer look at the talented Brothers than they’ve ever had before.

We sat down with the Jonas Brothers and talked about their film, their music and their lives away from the glare of the stage lights.

Q: Last night, you played on the Grammys with Stevie Wonder. What was that like?

JOE: It was definitely surreal. For us, although we didn’t win the Grammy for Best New Artist, the win was in the performance. Seeing some of our idols and peers in the audience stand up and give us that kind of response was unbelievable. And to be able to play with one of our idols was amazing. And we’re eternally grateful.

Q: And in front of that audience.

JOE: Precisely. We couldn’t have asked for a better response.

KEVIN: And who would ever dream that we’d be playing in front of Paul McCartney?

Q: Could you talk about when you were younger -who did you listen to?

NICK:
We grew up listening to the Beatles, and Stevie Wonder was a big one as well. And the Bee Gees. And to have played with one of them and to have that response was unbelievable. We are still amazed. 
Q: Do you get nervous playing for something like that -as opposed to just playing a concert?

KEVIN: Yeah, you think we would. Different awards shows in the past, it is nerve-wracking. It is a hard audience to play in front of -a lot of people at those things can be very jaded. For some reason, there was a different kind of feeling we had performing with Stevie Wonder. It’s a different kind of confidence level -security level. Wow, you’re performing with a man you’ve grown up listening to and that you’ve been inspired by. Wow, it’s just incredible.

Q: Can you talk about some of the fun or funny moments when making THE 3D CONCERT EXPERIENCE?

KEVIN: The most fun moments were the ones that whole week in New York that led up to the release of the album at the Virgin Megastore in Times Square. Like those fun moments of getting into cars, moving from place to place. You’ll see us run into one door, and then get in another car, and you’ll see people outside literally running down the street. I think it’s so funny. And I think we’re blessed by our fans that we have that support. I think it’s awesome.

Q: There’s one scene in the film where you’re lifted high above the crowd. Are you terrified of heights?

NICK:
No, none of us are afraid of heights, which is nice. That helps when you’re trying to put together a big production where it involves you being that high in the air. A couple of nights, though, my lift didn’t work in particular, which was funny. It wasn’t like theirs didn’t work or mine didn’t work. We switched them up, so I was on one that did work, and then that one didn’t work. It was a little frustrating, but finally we got it working just in time for the movie. 
Q: How do you all get along as brothers? You must each have a different personality.

JOE: We get along really well as brothers. Since we’re in a band together, I think we have a different perspective of each other. We realize that you can’t get onstage and be arguing -this is a blessing, what we do, and we really appreciate everything. We really respect each other. 
Q: Is there anything at all that you fight about?

NICK: They’re not fights. I think of fighting as beating each other up and verbal abuse. But if there’s something we disagree on, sure, we’ll have a conversation. It’s not an immature, “I’m right and I’m going to be stubborn about it.” We’re open to each other’s comments and advice.

KEVIN: And we consult each other as well. If somebody comes to one of us with something, he’ll go to the other two and say, “Hey, what do you think about this?” This is a democracy. We vote on things all the time, even if it does outweigh two to one. Even for that person left as one, he thinks that it’s for the better of the band. He should trust the vision, and that’s how we come out of things like that.

Q: Can you talk about being role models -do you feel any responsibility to ‘be good’ or express yourself in responsible ways?

NICK:
We’re not perfect -we know that nobody’s perfect at the end of the day. We’re just trying to do our best and to make our mom proud -to be gentlemen. 
Q: What does that mean in terms of your lifestyle?

NICK:
 Like I said, striving to live our lives. We don’t judge anybody -we’re not perfect, nobody’s perfect. We’re just trying to do our best.

Q: What if anyone of you ever decided to quit the Jonas Brothers -would you bring in Frankie?

KEVIN: Yeah, bring in Frankie, we have an extra one. [laughs]

NICK:
 I think we all know that we want to do this forever. Until that changes, if that ever does, then we’ll go from there. But our hearts are pretty set on doing this for as long as we can. 
KEVIN: Yeah. 
Q: Who are your role models for people who have been together a long time?

NICK:
I think we look up to artists like Paul McCartney, who’s been doing this for a long time. Bands like U2, a band that’s been together for as long as they have.

KEVIN: Watching them perform last night, on the Grammys. Like, wow.

NICK:
A musician, our father. He means a lot to us and has given us a lot of valuable advice. 
Q: Have you had any embarrassing moments onstage?

KEVIN: Absolutely! With touring as much as we do, there are always fun things. In the movie, you know, when I do my guitar spin thing? That always doesn’t go right. There was one time when I spun around in circles and smashed into an amp. I didn’t get hurt or anything, I just lost control and it was so funny. Nick was singing lead vocals and he could not stop laughing. It was just one of those moments. What are you supposed to do? You just have to laugh it off. I think that’s one of the things that our fans like about us, and what we like about our fans. None of us take ourselves too seriously. We love our music, we like to play music, and we’re just having a good time. We’re not out to prove anything; we’re just out there playing music that we love. 
Q: How do you define your music?

NICK:
I think we define our music as pop rock. We have influences like Elvis Costello; the Rolling Stones for Joe. Then we also have Steve Wonder, the Osmonds -so many different groups that define our sound -it is rock music with pop vocals. We’re very open about that -it’s just who we are. We love what we do.

Q: There are a lot of boy bands. What do you think has made you such a pop phenomenon?

NICK:
I think because we write our songs and we love what we do. We remember a time when our music was influenced by people, not by artists, but by people suggesting what we should sound like, and who we should be. Then we found our home at Hollywood Records and we fell in love with them. The freedom they gave us as artists and to really have a hand in what we wanted to do -it really did feel good, because we had all these songs that we were writing, after we got dropped by Columbia, and we were thinking, “We want to do something with these songs, we know that they’re good… we just want to record them.” And we found Hollywood, and we played them all our demos and they said, “Make the record.”

KEVIN: They just let us make The Jonas Brothers record from those demos. We walked in there with 15 songs and the next day, we had a producer, who was John Fields, and he’s still our producer. And we’ve made…

NICK:
…about 56 songs, including some Demi Lovato songs that we’ve co-produced and written, and another one that we just wrote called “Honor Society.” 
Q: You’ve become very, very famous. Do you feel pressure to continue to perform, to get better?

NICK:
One thing I heard one time that really inspired me -someone said, “We’re at a point in our career where we needed to get better than we were.” And that really spoke to me, that they were humble enough to just say, “We’ve had all this success, but we weren’t as good as we needed to be, to be there.” And we feel that way…

KEVIN: We always want to get better…

NICK:
We’ve had some success, and we’re grateful for that, but we always want to get better.

KEVIN: To try new things.

NICK:
To push ourselves to our limit. 
KEVIN: Being in a room like last night, you’re very humbled. You’re sitting there, and you’re looking around, and you think, “I’m in the front row of this place, and I see Paul McCartney, and I see Kanye West.”

NICK:
There are so many awards given out at the Grammys. So many people in that audience that you would never know were up for five, six Grammys.

KEVIN: Jazz Cats. So many mind-blowing musicians that are sitting next to you, and you may not know them, because they’re not in the pop or rock category, but they may be the best musicians that you’ve ever heard in your life. 
NICK:
It’s very humbling. We know that we’re young men, and we’re just starting our musical journey, and our discovery of music. And we’re excited to see what this road has.   
Q: And what about the people…your fans that mob you?

JOE: We love them. It’s fun. You sometimes have to laugh it off a little here and there and learn to enjoy it. When we realize how much the fans really appreciate our music for what it is and what it’s worth to them. It’s what we strive for. Like yesterday, we were pulling up to the Grammys and these girls had a sign that said “We love the Jonas Brothers,” and they were holding it up for every limo that passed -they didn’t know which limo was ours.

NICK:
It made us feel good, when the first thing you see pulling up to the venue is that. It’s a nice feeling.

KEVIN: And it made us remember, that no matter what happens tonight -and this was before the awards, and we didn’t win -no matter if we win, no matter if the performance isn’t good, our fans still support us.

Q: You’ve gotten to experience so many cool things in your lives -are there any other things you want to do, like jumping out of a plane?

KEVIN: Definitely. Joe wants to go skydiving real bad.

JOE: I’d love to go skydiving -that’s kind of me. It’s my territory.

KEVIN: His nickname is “Danger” for a reason.

JOE: I don’t if I’ll ever do it, but I’ve always wanted to go skydiving and bungee jumping, things like that. Those things are cool to me. Not so cool to my parents, though.

NICK:
I think, for me, I want to get a degree in English one day. 
Q: What do you like reading?

NICK:
This is the weird part -I’m not the biggest reader. As a songwriter, I love to write, though. I do a lot of reading because we’re doing a TV show right now, and there are a whole lot of scripts to read and a whole lot of things to approve. It’s fun.

Q: So there’s little time for books, then.

NICK:
There’s time for books, but then again, on top of the scripts, I have school, so there’s a lot going on.

Q: What about your regular lives, and girls? 
NICK:
For us, we’re very flattered that we have a lot of female fans -it’s not bad.

JOE: Yeah, it’s not bad at all [laughs].

NICK:
I’m not going to lie.

Q: What characteristics do you like in a girl?

NICK:
For us, modesty is key. A girl who is good to her mother as well. It’s very important to us. Because if our mom doesn’t like her…

KEVIN: It’s not even worth trying. It’s like, what are you going to do? But I guess, for all of us, we’re just looking for love like everybody else. 
Q: So, in your regular lives, do you like movies, video games…?

KEVIN: Definitely. We’re normal guys. We like to go hang out with friends -we just kinda have to do it in different ways sometimes. We wanna go see a movie, we go see a movie -we just tend to go to the last showing at night, like at midnight, when there aren’t a lot of people there.

JOE: I mean, we don’t crawl in a cave and hide. We do normal things, we just live our lives, but we’re just always aware of our surroundings.

Q: Is it possible to go out without bodyguards?

KEVIN: Yeah, we do. Absolutely.

NICK:
When were not together, or alone, it’s a little easier. If we go out and do something with our friends on our own, it’s not as crazy. I think when we’re together, it’s what people always see. 
KEVIN: That visual is always there. But I think for all of us, we do have our personal lives away from the group, but it’s not separated from the group. Because everything we do involves our family. For me and for my brothers, if we want to hang out with friends, we’re going to hang out with our own friends. But when it comes down to it, my best friends are their best friends -it’s because everyone we put around us, we want to be a family. That’s something our parents taught us early on. Don’t ever forget where you come from -be good to the people on your way up, because they’re going to see the same people you see on the way down. 
NICK:
Let’s hope there’s not a way down [laughs]!

KEVIN: Yeah, exactly. It’s makes you think, because we know this is a dream come true, and we know that it could go away tomorrow. But we’re very grateful for right now!

Q: Kevin, you never said what’s the crazy or wild or different thing you’d like to do?

KEVIN: With this television show, I’ve really loved getting into the directing side of things behind the camera. I’ve really liked that a lot. And something for all of us, later on, ten years down the line, I think we’d all love to have a family. We’d love that.

NICK:
Because family’s so important to us -like Kevin said -a family for us, one day, would be good. Our parents always said, we’re not raising young men…we’re raising husbands and fathers one day. Although we are young, we think about that -it’s on our minds. 
Q: What kind of music do you work out to?

KEVIN: If I worked out, I would probably listen to… I’m a huge country fan. In my alone time, just hanging out in the car, there’s something about it. It’s easy to listen to. But if I worked out, I’d probably listen to the Kanye West album.

NICK:
The Zutons. A band out of the UK that I absolutely love.

JK: When I workout, I listen to the new Kings of Leon album. 
KEVIN: Yeah, it’s so good.

NICK:
The Kanye West album is great, and there’s this new band called Leland, too.

Q: If you could have a magical power to make things appear and disappear, what would it be like?

KEVIN: A new car for every day [laughs]. No, I’m kidding, I’m kidding. If I could make things appear…? The friends and family that we don’t get to see every day, because we’re on the road all the time. If we could make the people that we want around us be here. That would be awesome. We grew up in so many places -Texas, New Jersey, California -so we have family all over. So when we do tour, it’s fun, because we’ll come into a city and have family and friends there. Going on tour is kind of like going on one big road trip to see all of our friends and family. 
Q: Can you say anything crazy that the fans have done?

JOE: We’ve seen fans run on the highway, chasing our tour bus, or try to climb up a barbed-wire fence -
NICK:
Don’t worry, we stopped them before they got to the barbed-wire!

JOE: There’ve been some crazy incidences, but you kind of have to sit back and laugh and make sure they’re all right. 
Q: You’ve traveled a lot—what are your favorite cities internationally?

JOE: Paris -I love Paris. Paris for me, so far. We’ve spent a lot of time there…

NICK:
We have friends there.

KEVIN: Barcelona. Spain was amazing. Germany was so much fun, too. And Italy. 
NICK:
We had a monster meal in Italy. It was the best.

KEVIN: It started at 10pm and ended at 2am. It was the best. Heaven.

—jonas brothers—

