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RICHARD ROEPER:
Our next movie is "GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD LUCK," and don't be surprised if Rush Limbaugh and the Fox News Channel folks despise this film and label it as leftist propaganda from director, co-star and outspoken advocate George Clooney. I found it to be one of most intelligent and insightful movies ever made about the television news business and about the profoundly un-American practice of labeling dissenters as traitors. David Strathairn gives the performance of his career as legendary newsman Edward R. Murrow, host of the CBS news program "See It Now." In 1954, Murrow clashed with the notorious Sen. Joseph McCarthy.

CLIP 

RICHARD:
Clooney's direction and the set designs are note-perfect in capturing the times. And Clooney the leading man gives way to a terrific character actor performance as Fred Friendly, Murrow's producer.

CLIP 

RICHARD:
"GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD LUCK" is framed by Murrow's famous 1958 speech in which he questioned the direction of television journalism. Would it illuminate our world, or would TV just become a bunch of lights and wires in a box? A half-century later, there's a lot of terrific, serious journalism on television--and tons of tabloid garbage. And there are a lot, far too many, McCarthy disciples in positions of media and governmental power who truly believe that it's un-patriotic to question a war or to protest a president’s policies. That’s obscenely ignorant it’s just plain sad. "GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD LUCK" isn't a civics lesson, it’s not a lecture. It's an extremely smart, well-acted, great-looking movie about a crusading journalist who fought with giants and won and lost some big battles. Thumbs up from me.

ROGER EBERT:
A big thumbs up from me too. And you know, McCarthyism still lives, I’m not going to name any names, but the technique of taking your enemy and spreading bad stories about them is very much alive in today’s politics. 
RICHARD:
In this film in particular, we see that there are people who just the fear of somebody doing that will change the way you act. And there’s a very good performance also by Frank Langella as Bill Paley, the head of CBS, because he backs his guys the best that he can, but he also explains to them the hard realities, “Look, this is a business, you have to have sponsors.” And even though Morrow, I think, kicked McCarthy’s tail when they had a one on one confrontation, “See It Now” eventually became this Sunday afternoon program, because it just wasn’t drawing the viewers and it couldn’t get sponsors.


ROGER:
Yeah you know, one thing I like the movie is that there aren’t a lot of little human interest side plots about this and that. It’s basically the story of Murrow and McCarthy and CBS News and that’s what it’s about and it goes straight down the center.
RICHARD:
And very well done. 
**************************************************************************************

THE CRITICS’ JOINT COMMENT FROM THE PROGRAM SUMMARY

RICHARD: Okay, recapping the movies on this week's show:

Two enthusiastic thumbs up for "IN HER SHOES."

Two thumbs down for "WAITING…"

We had a split on "WALLACE AND GROMIT: THE CURSE OF THE WERE RABBIT."
Two thumbs up for "GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD LUCK."

Two thumbs up for "TWO FOR THE MONEY."

And we split on "THE GOSPEL."

********************************************************************************************

