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TAPE NUMBER: 1

[tone]


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Good afternoon.


INTERVIEWER

(unintelligible) when you're ready to begin (unintelligible) .


INTERVIEWER

Good afternoon.  My name is Noriko Kunghui XE "Noriko Kunghui"  (sp?) .  I'm representing Tokyo XE "Tokyo"  Ishikari XE "Tokyo Ishikari"  of Japan XE "Japan" .  My question is Mr. Cage XE "Cage:See Also:Nicolas Cage" 

 XE "Cage" , that how did you personally accomplish this work, considering that responsibility that the family of the desisted will see this?  And did you find this particular work was different from others?


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Well, it was very important to me that I treat the character with respect.  Because I was dealing with a living person and a hero, nonetheless.  And I was sensitive to John XE "John"  McLoughlin in that I wanted to get it right.  I didn't wanna let him down, I didn't wanna let his family down.  So he was very helpful.  And he was open to literally thousands of questions, allowed me to put him on videotape.  And I would view and review and try to get his mannerisms down and his Massapequa XE "Massapequa" , Long Island XE "Island"  accent.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

And also try to understand how he survived, what, where he went in his mind to get through it.  And the words he used was solve the pain.  There were images of his family.  Sadly XE "Sadly"  there was this feeling that maybe he had let them down, he wouldn't be able to see his wife again, his kids again.  There were moments of prayer.  Heavily XE "Heavily"  relying on Will Jimeno XE "Jimeno" .  It's one of the most beautiful things, I think, about the move and also about the story.  And what happened to them is that they became one almost to try to survive that day.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

But when this script came to me, it was literally the answer to my prayers.  I was going through a phase for the last, for the six months prior to receiving the script, well, I was trying to find a way that I could apply my abilities to something that would be healing.  I really wanted to try to utilize my acting abilities to help others.  And then I got the call from Oliver XE "Oliver"  Stone XE "Oliver Stone"  to read World Trade Center XE "Trade Center"  by Andrea Berloff XE "Andrea Berloff" .  And I read it and I was very happy that it wasn't in any way political.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

It wasn't, not that I imagine it would be conspiratorial, but it was just a very simple, true story of that day and of how these people got through it.  And I thought this could be healing, this could be helpful.  And I said yes immediately.


FEMALE ONE XE "FEMALE ONEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Hi, my name is (unintelligible) I work for a Japanese XE "Japanese"  magazine but I live in New York XE "New York"  City.  I have a question about the director, Oliver XE "Oliver"  Stone XE "Oliver Stone" .  He's known for great works, but at the same time, you know, for really controversial works.  Did you feel a little bit dangerous working with him, especially dealing with this really sensitive film?


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
I didn't, it never crossed my mind.  Oliver XE "Oliver"  Stone XE "Oliver Stone"  is excellent.  He has an aura of excellence in his movies.  I know when I see an Oliver Stone movie, I'm gonna see good acting and stimulating and engaging subject matter that will make me think and make me open discussions with people.  What's amazing about Oliver is he, he's done it without gratuitous violence or overtly being violent.  He just picked themes that are interesting.  And so I was very happy to work with him.  I had been wanting to work with him for the last 25 years.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

And I don't know why we hadn’t worked in (laugh) .  In fact, I remember one day I ran into him, it was at, I think it was the Chicago Film Festival XE "Chicago Film Festival" , it was, Leaving Las Vegas XE "Leaving Las Vegas"  had been out.  So it was in '95.  And I looked at him and I said why haven't you cast me? (laugh) And he kind of laughed.  He said well, would you cut your price?  And I went, of course, I would cut my price.  I, we have to work together. Maybe he remembered that, I don't know.  But I'm happy we finally did it.  (technical)

CAROLINE GRAHAM XE "CAROLINE GRAHAMXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Caroline Graham XE "Caroline Graham"  from the UK.  Can you tell us a little bit about your own personal experience of September XE "September"  11?  Where you were and the emotions that you felt on that morning when you first saw the TV images or how you found out about it, and what you went through that morning.


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
I, I'm sorry to tell you that it's thoroughly unexciting.  I was at home (cough) excuse me, in Los Angeles XE "Los Angeles"  asleep.  And I got a phone call and the person on the other end of the phone said, could you turn the TV on?  You're not gonna believe what's happening.  And like most of us, I turned the television on and I was shocked and horrified, and amazed that this was real.  And I still haven't been able to get the images out of my head since.  That's...


CAROLINE GRAHAM XE "CAROLINE GRAHAMXXYYAA:Speaking" 
(overlapping) Did you have any friends that were working down there?  Or did you know anybody in that vicinity that you were worried about, family (mumbles) ?


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
I was aware that a chef who worked at Windows XE "Windows"  Over America XE "America" , he didn't make it.  And I knew him a little bit.


CAROLINE GRAHAM XE "CAROLINE GRAHAMXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Thank you.


GLORIA SCALA XE "GLORIA SCALAXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Yeah, Gloria Scala XE "Gloria Scala"  from Spain XE "Spain" .  Mr. Cage XE "Cage:See Also:Nicolas Cage" 

 XE "Cage" , I wanna write a story about the impact on television on September XE "September"  11th.  So there's a (word?) in the movie that says that it was too much.  Do you think it was too much that changed what happened afterwards?


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
When you say too much, too much what?


GLORIA SCALA XE "GLORIA SCALAXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Too much exposed on television.


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Too much exposure.  It is what happened.  That, these are real images.  I can't begin to pretend to know who chooses what images or how often they're gonna play it.  I don't know.  I just think it’s better to be informed than it is to be ignorant about something.  Otherwise how can you ever change anything?  You have to know.  But I, as much as is it too much, I, I'm sorry to say I don't really know the answer to that.  I don't know how to quantify that.


RUDY GUTT XE "RUDY GUTTXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Hi, Rudy Gutt XE "Rudy Gutt"  (sp?) from Germany XE "Germany" .  Well, the aftermath and the reactions to September XE "September"  11th haven't exactly been like kind of informed by healing.  It was more like the contrary.  It was more like war than healing.  (background noise) What is your take on the aftermath and all the reactions triggered by September 11th?  And what do you think could help to further this healing process in the States XE "States"  and worldwide?


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
I have to start by saying I, I'm not a politician.  When I say that I was trying to find a way to use my abilities for healing, I meant in a sense that I felt that this story of World Trade Center XE "Trade Center" , of John XE "John"  McLoughlin and Will Jimeno XE "Jimeno"  and how they survived, where they went can be healing.  I think it corresponds to life itself.  Anybody who's going through a conflict, anybody who's going through any uncomfortable circumstance at home or at work, I think in some small way, could learn something from where these men went to survive that hardship.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

I don't wanna get into the aftermath of the actual event.  I'm here to talk about the movie.  Because I wanna keep it there, in the sense that I want you to go into the film neutral, if you can.  I know it's hard.  But I want you to go into the film neutral because I don't want anything to eclipse the story of John XE "John"  McLoughlin and his family (background noise) and Will Jimeno XE "Jimeno"  and his family.  Because if I get political with you now, it could change your experience of the movie.  And I think that would be unfair to the film.  I hope you understand.


NAOKI YAMAGUCHI XE "NAOKI YAMAGUCHIXXYYAA:Speaking" 
I'm Naoki Yamaguchi XE "Naoki Yamaguchi"  from Japan XE "Japan" .


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Hello.


NAOKI YAMAGUCHI XE "NAOKI YAMAGUCHIXXYYAA:Speaking" 
And when you first met John XE "John"  and talked to him, what impressed you or moved you most about him?  And why did you think he survived and made it?


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
John XE "John"  is someone who gets a picture in his mind and he, he's very strong about it and taciturn about it and strict about it.  And he never for one second wanted to let himself give in to the fact that he was gonna die.  He wanted, he was not gonna go there.  Now there were some times when I think he probably did and it's reflected in the film.  But he was very clear about staying focused on surviving 'cause he wanted to get back to his wife and to his children.  And those images of his family, I think, along with his spiritual beliefs, and his partner, Will, are what saved him and what got him through it.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

(cough) What I was impressed about with John XE "John"  was his devotion to his family.  And that's a theme that runs through the movie, which I think is very interesting.  Because what marriage is perfect?  And all, and the marriages are portrayed truthfully and that there is tension.  And there are unspoken feelings of maybe unhappiness.  But it makes it more romantic because it's real.  And the fact that at the end of the picture, well, I shouldn't give the ending away.  But that he recalls his wife.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

I think it, it'll be moving for people.  I think it's, it is a family oriented film.  I think that also children who went through those images on television during 9/11, want answers.  They wanna know what must that have been like?  What happened at the World Trade Center XE "Trade Center"  on that day?  I know my son did.  And so these young minds, these impressionable children that were seven and eight then, I think it would be okay to take them now to this film, as a family.  I remember going to the movies when I was younger and seeing Papillon XE "Papillon"  or China Syndrome XE "China Syndrome"  and that, that helped me understand what was going on in our world.


FEMALE TWO XE "FEMALE TWOXXYYAA:Speaking" 
This is (word?) Weekly XE "Weekly"  from Taiwan XE "Taiwan" .  And (unintelligible) could you tell us more about the things after being trapped?  How do you do the facial expression during shooting?


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
It's interesting, I am a kinetic actor and I like to move a lot.  And I was sort of trapped or stuck in this hole to try to recreate, in some small way, John XE "John" 's experience on that day.  What was comforting about it is that I didn't have to think about moving, I didn't have to worry about that part.  So in a sense, what you might think would be difficult became easier.  I went in within myself and utilized my imagination to try to0, with memory of what John had told he had thought like and felt on that day.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

But try to use my imagination to make it real for me.  So being very still and just giving my, opening myself up to whatever would come to me, and having faith that something would come to me was really what propelled the performance.  The most helpful thing, oddly enough, (cough) wasn't and it's not odd, I shouldn't say that.  It's, it makes sense.  But what it was is that, when, in the scenes where I had to get emotional because Oliver XE "Oliver"  wanted me to get emotional.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

And so, but, I remember I went to Ground XE "Ground"  Zero with John XE "John"  McLoughlin.  That was a very hard day on John.  And he stayed for a little bit.  But, you know, (word?) understand why he left.  But I stayed there and I look at all the letters from the children.  And I remembered what they were saying.  And so I would recall them and try to remember their words.  And so it occurred to me that if there was any way that the departed could answer those letters and, you know, say I love you.  It would be in this movie.  So I would just try to, you know, take that in.


ALBERTO MENDARIZ XE "ALBERTO MENDARIZXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Hi.  Alberto Mendariz XE "Alberto Mendariz"  (sp?) from the (sounds like) Argentinias Paper La Nacion XE "Argentinias Paper La Nacion" .  And I wanted to ask you this year marks the fifth anniversary of the attacks and also the first year that we (background noise) (word?) major films being done, made about the attacks themselves of the two United XE "United"  93 and this one.  Do you think this helps the healing of the American XE "American" , of the U.S., as a country, with, in respect to the, with event?  And also if it, if you had any contact with family members who've lost people there?  Not the ones who survived, of course. But if you think this also helps them?


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Yeah, I mean, I think it has to because we're dealing with people who have sacrificed themselves for another, for the betterment of mankind.  Real heroes were, you know, working people in the areas of the Police Department XE "Police Department"  and the Fire Department XE "Fire Department" .  I mean Dominick Pezzulo XE "Dominick Pezzulo"  is a man who died trying to save his partners.  And I think his family and all their families really deserve to see the heroic behavior that he embodied.  I mean your, the greatest gift to God is to sacrifice yourself for the betterment of mankind.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

That's what these people did.  That's, why shouldn't their children and their grandchildren know that their family members are heroes?  There has been discussion that the movie is too soon.  I don't really understand that because the movie it exists.  So inherently it was the right time because it's here.  Everything is faster now, we're living in the age of technology.  And as I said, these young people who saw those images on TV were more impressionable than maybe the grownup people and so they want answers.  I do think it can be healing for the simple reason that it's always healing to see a true story of people ascending to such a high level that they can overcome incredible obstacles.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

And I can't think of a more incredible obstacle than what happened on that day.  It's people really functioning on the highest level.  I mean angels do exist.  They're in people.  When I was working with Scott Fox XE "Scott Fox" , Oliver XE "Oliver"  cast the actual rescuers.  Their story alone is fantastic.  They risked their lives to pull John XE "John"  and Will out.  And there I was with Scott Fox and I just, I gave myself over to what they were doing and shut my eyes and listened to them reenact that day, recall that day.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

And it was so clear to me how important it was for them to save John XE "John"  and Will.  And it, how they, it, how they identified themselves with that.  If they hadn't saved them, they would have been failures in their minds, if you can imagine that.   And I felt it like an electric current.  I was like, wow, there is good.  People can do amazing things in incredibly difficult situations.  And I think that is healing.  I think that is something that people can, could get something from.


HEROX SADA XE "HEROX SADAXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Hi, I'm (sounds like) Herox Sada XE "Herox Sada"  from Tokyo XE "Tokyo" .


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Hello.


HEROX SADA XE "HEROX SADAXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Hi.  You have any particular comment or otherwise received from Mr. McLoughlin you remember most?


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Well, the thing that stayed in mind was the way, it was very simple really.  It's just that he was trying to figure out how to solve the pain, was the words he used, solve the pain.  And it, it's an odd way of looking at it.  But in a sense, it kind of shows you how he may have been able to survive.  Because he was looking at it from a position that there was a way to solve it.  There was a resolution to this.  And that stayed with me.  The whole issue of pain was interesting because there's so much of it in the film.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

I mean I'm talking about the physical pain.  And I didn't want it to be one long primal scream.  I didn't want it to bore the audience with just one expression of it.  So I had to try to choreograph it with Oliver XE "Oliver"  in the rehearsal process.  Like how much screaming is there gonna be?  And when does the shock kick in so he starts to get more tired or become more quiet?  And would it be interesting if there are moments of absolute stillness where he might even have passed on?


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

Little ways of trying to create tension without moving a lot.  So that I guess in a way you could say it became more like a haiku, you know, where it's just very precise moments of words and pain and silence in between.


FEMALE THREE XE "FEMALE THREEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Hello, I'm (unintelligible) (background noise) from Germany XE "Germany" .  I know that the movie is not meant to be political and just focus on the humanity, but I'm wondering if there was any discussion or any exchange on set while you were working on the movie?  Because, for example, like picking certain real footage, like of the President XE "President"  or the Mayor XE "Mayor"  makes a statement in itself, basically.  I mean we saw it, it was just like briefly.  But I was just wondering if you guys, like the actors and the director, if you talked about how you can deal with the political loaded subject.


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Well, if there was discussion, I wasn't a part of it.  What I, what Oliver XE "Oliver"  did was (clears throat) he tried to recount the days authentically as possible.  So whatever images you saw on television were probably the actual images that occurred on that day.  He was trying to be very faithful to the, to recreating the events realistically.  I can't attach anything to that.  You might be able to, but that's, you know, that's your business.


FEMALE THREE XE "FEMALE THREEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
(mumbles)

ROBERT XE "ROBERTXXYYAA:Speaking" 
My name is Robert XE "Robert"  and I'm from Sweden XE "Sweden" .  I'm wondering, you're talking about heroes seeing in movies.  Growing up, since your last name also is from a superhero, (background noise) did you have heroes that meant a lot to you as a youngster and why?


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Yeah, I mean, I had different kinds of heroes.  None of them are very interesting, I mean, (laugh) some comic book characters.  Really where I learned how to read.  I don't read comic books now, I mean, I've moved on.  But they were interesting to me from the point of view that they seemed like pop culture myths.  And I liked the old Greek XE "Greek"  myths, as well.  I still like mythology.  I and I like Jungian XE "Jungian"  interpretation of mythology and Joseph Campbell XE "Joseph Campbell:See Also:Campbell" 

 XE "Joseph Campbell" .


ROBERT XE "ROBERTXXYYAA:Speaking" 
(unintelligible)

NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Yes.  No question.  I think that you can tap in to a mythology and you can use it.  Right now I'm very interested in Arthurian XE "Arthurian"  mythology.  And I think that these things are there for a reason.  Because they kind of become blueprints for human experience and going through different walks of life.  And you can use that to help get through you a situation.  I think that's what Campbell XE "Campbell:See Also:Joseph Campbell" 

 XE "Campbell"  and Jung XE "Jung"  were talking about.  And I think I've done it in my own life.  I've reflected on mythology to try to comprehend what was going on in my, in some little way in my own life experience.


ROBERT XE "ROBERTXXYYAA:Speaking" 
(unintelligible)

NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Well, (laugh) I mean I'm, I, yeah, but I mean that's so personal.  I mean, (laugh) .


ROBERT XE "ROBERTXXYYAA:Speaking" 
What's (unintelligible)

NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
My publicist just shot up like a flame of red hair. (laugh) I'm not gonna mention any names.  How about if we leave it at that? But I thought that the way Arthur XE "Arthur:See Also:King Arthur" 

 XE "Arthur"  dealt with betrayal was incredibly heroic.  And that he was forgiving because he really had no right or no business to be married at that time in his life.  Because he had other things he was working on.  So he understood why he was betrayed.  I can see parallels in my own life with that.


TETE XE "TETEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Hi, I'm Tete XE "Tete"  (sp?) from Brazil XE "Brazil" .  And well, I just want to ask you, in most part of the movie, all we can see is your face and we can hardly see your face.  How was it for you watching that movie?  Did you think, well, (background noise) that, that was a good job or was there's something that you could or something less you could do?  Was it easy to watch yourself being in that character, seeing only your face?


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Well, going to a movie for a filmmaker is always a traumatic experience because there's so many things that can go wrong.  Maybe the character isn't portrayed exactly the way one wanted the character to be portrayed.  Maybe the film was edited in a way that wasn't the way you saw it.  Or there was music that was used that you didn't agree with.  And so, but when I saw World Trade Center XE "Trade Center" , and I saw a cut that you probably didn't see.  'Cause I didn't see the latest cut.  I was very happy with the work that Oliver XE "Oliver"  Stone XE "Oliver Stone"  had done.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

I felt that he had been faithful to the story and that he did well by the characters in the film and by their families. (laugh) And by keeping the film, you know, really about the story of the survival and not making it political.  I was very happy with that.


DAVID PERRY XE "DAVID PERRYXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Yeah, David Perry XE "David Perry" , FilmMaker, Australia XE "Australia" .  I wanna get back to the hero concept a little bit.  Just of the idea that you (sounds like) are playing to be a ghostwriter and also here you are playing somebody you can consider as a hero, who isn’t really doing that heroic things, but he is a hero to you.  So talk about that...


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
(overlapping) Well, I'm sorry.  Where, how is John XE "John"  McLoughlin not doing...


DAVID PERRY XE "DAVID PERRYXXYYAA:Speaking" 
(overlapping) But once he...


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
...heroic things?


DAVID PERRY XE "DAVID PERRYXXYYAA:Speaking" 
...well, in his own (unintelligible) you said he was disappointed himself that he didn't do anything to save people.  But that's what happened to him happened so quickly.  So, but in your view, obviously, he is a hero.  So I wanted you to compare the playing the ghostwriter and playing someone who is a down to earth regular guy hero.


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Well, one of the great things about my job is that I get to explore different kinds of characters, (clears throat) and different kinds of genres.  Ghostwriter XE "Ghostwriter"  works on, probably more obvious mythological theme.  Dealing XE "Dealing"  with a fantasy world involving the mythology of Faust XE "Faust" , which is fascinating for a comic book movie.  I mean, none of the other comic book characters deal with that sort of supernatural element or walking between both worlds.  John XE "John"  McLoughlin, though, there are moments in the movie, from what I recall, that he seems like he's in the balance where he might be, you know, seeing ghosts at one point or another.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

But this, of course, is all done in a much more reality based way, where he's about to perhaps die.  And it could be hallucinogenic or it's in that euphoric state of all the chemicals that are probably running through his body.  But it doesn't really matter, in my opinion, how the hero or what the form is.  A hero is a hero in that a hero, I think what makes somebody a hero is when they sacrifice themselves to help somebody else.  And that, we do that every day.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

It doesn’t have to be necessarily physical sacrifice of your own life.  It may mean giving up a more important job perhaps because they don't share your ethics, something like that.  Or, you know, something to do with family dynamics.  It, I don't know if I'm really answering your question.  I'm trying to.  It's a long throw between ghostwriter and World Trade Center XE "Trade Center" .  But that's what keeps it interesting for me.


HARVARD BONNEVILLE XE "HARVARD BONNEVILLEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Harvard Bonneville XE "Harvard Bonneville" , News Magazine XE "Magazine" , Austria XE "Austria" .  Mr. Cage XE "Cage:See Also:Nicolas Cage" 

 XE "Cage" , what is your reaction to criticism coming from some 9/11 family members, families of victims of 9/11, of course?  Did they saying that a tragedy is being exploited to make money?


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
I, I'm very sensitive to that.  (cough) I didn’t do this movie for money.  And I'm not going on any of the big entertainment talk shows, doing news interviews, working with people like yourselves.  But you won't see me on Access Hollywood XE "Access Hollywood"  or Entertainment XE "Entertainment"  Tonight or Regis Philbin XE "Regis Philbin"  or the Tonight Show.  I'm not doing it.  I don't wanna get, I donated my salary to charity.  I did this movie because I believe that these people's stories need to be told.  And I feel for those people and I feel bad for them because I don't want this movie to be promoted that way.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

I'm concerned about it as well.  I think so far we're doing a good job.  I think we're keeping it from what it could have been.  I don't think it’s being promoted as a for profit film.  I think it's being treated respectfully and respectfully of these people who have family members.


JOVI LO XE "JOVI LOXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Hello, this is Jovi Lo XE "Jovi Lo"  (sp?) from Hong Kong XE "Hong Kong" .  Can you tell us what was your experience that a memory of your family or loss that helped you to get through a very difficult moment?  And how did you relate your own experience to join this experience?


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
I don't know how to answer that.  I tried to go outside myself with this.  I, as I said, I tried to think about the children who lost their parents at the World Trade Center XE "Trade Center" .  And that (clears throat) affected more than anything.  I don't have anything in my own life that comes close to what John XE "John"  McLoughlin when through.  So I had to rely heavily on my imagination and whatever energy came through me on the days that we were filming.  So I'm sorry to say that I don't have any personal story to share with you that would be applicable.


MALE ONE XE "MALE ONEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
A question from I'm (word?) from Holland XE "Holland" .  In this film, I think at least 80 percent of the time you’re facing death.  This is film that also made yon wonder about your own mortality more than any other (sounds like) predictions you've done in the past.


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Did it?  Did the movie do this?  I'm always thinking about things like that.  I mean I, I'm always curious about what happens when we die.  And I'd like to think that somehow the spirit goes on.  I don't think, I'd rather not think that it's just about this.  And so having the chance to play John XE "John"  McLoughlin and look at the spirit of the character and how you’re gonna deal with survival certainly made me think about those questions that you just asked me, yeah.  There's no way around it.  When you're in a circumstance like that, what is it they say? There's no atheists in foxholes.  (laugh)

FEMALE FOUR XE "FEMALE FOURXXYYAA:Speaking" 
(unintelligible) from Tokyo XE "Tokyo" .  Can you share your (unintelligible) of New York XE "New York"  City?


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
My personal thought of New York XE "New York"  City?  I, I'm, what can I say?  It's an incredible, complicated world destination.  And I think everybody in the world has some interest in New York.  And the people are all living here.  And there's a tremendous foot culture here, the people from all works of life in the nation and international.  I find it easy to walk in this city.  I find people are very positive and engaging and down to earth.  They treat me like I'm one of them and that's a nice feeling.  Even though I'm actually from L.A. (laugh) but they're nice to me. (laugh)

FEMALE FOUR XE "FEMALE FOURXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Thank you very much.


MALE TWO XE "MALE TWOXXYYAA:Speaking" 
(unintelligible) from Belgium XE "Belgium" .  And is it true that your preparation for this movie you spent some time in a sense deprivation tank?  And if it's true, what kind of an experience was that for you?


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Well, it is true.  And it had come from the idea that as I was using my imagination, I was thinking about the experience.  I happened upon the detail that they must have been in darkness, (cough) at least, some of the time.  There was no light.  So when you think about that you're going through all this pain and shock and fear and on top of that, you're in total darkness.  I wanted to play that element.  So I brought this idea to Oliver XE "Oliver" .  And there were little things we did to show like the eyes adjusting to the light and trying to see the walkie-talkie.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

But I mentioned to Oliver XE "Oliver"  that my father had done this exhibit at a place called The Exploratorium XE "Exploratorium"  in San Francisco XE "Francisco"  called The Tactile Dome XE "Tactile Dome" .  And he was doing this back in the '70s where he was using the haptic world, the heightened sense of touch.  You had to feel your way through this, it was a work of art.  You had to feel your way through this dome in total darkness.  And he put me through that when I was six years old, which was very scary.  But in any event, it was an experience I'll never forget.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

And I talked to Oliver XE "Oliver"  about it and he said well, you should try the isolation tank, the Black Box XE "Black Box" .  I did it a lot.  It's down in Venice Beach XE "Venice Beach" .  You should really experience this.  I said well, what is it exactly?  He said, well, it's a, you go into a little box and you float in saltwater.  They use about 900 pounds of salt to two inches of water.  And there's no light.  You should just see what that's like.  And you stand there for an hour, an hour and a half.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

And you can't hear anything, they put earplugs in your ears.  And you, it's like altered states and you're floating.  And it was, the first thing I had to do was to get on top of the fear.  My heart was really racing and as, well, I'm in here for an hour and I just really wanna get out.  But then what was interesting was that once I got past it and I got control of my heart beating and got control of my breathing, I know it sounds odd.


NICOLAS CAGE (CONTINUED)

But I started thinking about the words within you, without you.  And I just started smiling.  (laugh) I don't know why.  And then I kind of relaxed into it.  And I just, I felt like I was floating in space.  And I enjoyed it.  And I told Oliver XE "Oliver"  about my experience.  And then I took it to work with me and I used it in some small way in the film.


ROBERT XE "ROBERTXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Hi, Robert XE "Robert"  from (word?) one more time.


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Hi.


ROBERT XE "ROBERTXXYYAA:Speaking" 
We talked about King XE "King"  Arthur XE "King Arthur:See Also:Arthur" 

 XE "King Arthur"  and how you could relate that to your own life.  So I have to ask...


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
(overlapping) I'm not, I wanna say I don't think I'm as great as King XE "King"  (laugh) Arthur XE "Arthur:See Also:King Arthur" 

 XE "Arthur" .  I just mean...


ROBERT XE "ROBERTXXYYAA:Speaking" 
(overlapping) Okay.


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
...in a Jungian XE "Jungian"  sense...


ROBERT XE "ROBERTXXYYAA:Speaking" 
(overlapping) I won’t write that.


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
...the Arthur XE "Arthur:See Also:King Arthur" 

 XE "Arthur"  in myth of the, how he coped with that.


ROBERT XE "ROBERTXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Yeah.  And now I need to ask you, personally a question.  I hope it's okay.  Do you feel that people have been prejudiced towards your current marriage with a woman who's much younger than you? (laugh)

NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
(laugh) Well... (technical)

FEMALE FIVE XE "FEMALE FIVEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Hi, all right, I'm also from Sweden XE "Sweden" . (laugh) Would you mind telling us what charities you choose to support through the work in this movie?


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
I was involved with the American XE "American"  Red Cross XE "American Red Cross"  for Katrina XE "Katrina" .


FEMALE FIVE XE "FEMALE FIVEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
All right.  And you actually donated your salary to...


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
(overlapping) Yes.


FEMALE FIVE XE "FEMALE FIVEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
...Katrina XE "Katrina"  victims?  All right.


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Yeah.


INTERVIEWER

Okay, that's all the time we have for today.  Thank you very much, everybody.


NICOLAS CAGE XE "NICOLAS CAGEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Okay.

[end of tape]
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