NICOLAS CAGE INTERVIEW
1) WAS IT A GREAT ACHIEVEMENT TO BE ABLE TO WORK WITH OLIVER STONE? 
NC
Well, I mean, quite simply I love his movies and I have for a long time. In fact we had tried to work together several times over the years and in a sense I’m glad we waited because this was really the most positive script I’d ever really read about the human spirit and survival. So the idea of doing of a movie like World Trade Center with a man like Oliver Stone directing and his talent was just a dream come true for me.

2) DO YOU THINK THE FILM TITLE DETRACTS FROM FACT IT COULD BE ABOUT ALMOST ANY DISASTER? 
NC
Well, that’s true, I mean I think it’s applicable to any kind of conflict whether it’s a building that is under attack or whether it’s surviving an operation and you can correspond this story to almost anything that deals with conflict. The way the characters survive, the way they pull together and overcome the conflict is what’s so inspiring, in my opinion.

3) DID YOU HAVE RESERVATIONS MEETING JOHN MCLOUGHLIN - THE MAN WHO’S CHARACTER YOU PLAY? 
NC 
I didn’t know what to think before I met him. I was somewhat nervous, I’ve never met anyone who’s been tested to that degree before. And when you really meditate on what it was that he went through, it’s mind blowing and overwhelming. But he immediately put me at ease and was very forthcoming about the experience. It was very helpful, we talked quite a bit, he even allowed me to videotape him and take the video tapes home with me and then review and review and review and study and he was very, very helpful.

4) JOHN SEEMED TO INSTIL A HUGE AMOUNT OF TRUST IN YOU AND OLIVER STONE IN MAKING THIS MOVIE. WHY DO YOU THINK THAT IS? 
NC
He was very clear about it, that he had faith in us, which immediately relaxed me but it also increased my desire to make sure I got it right. ‘Cos he had such faith in me I didn’t want to let him down, I wanted to really portray his story respectfully and to really dig deep and understand how he got through the experience. His willingness to communicate that to me was immeasurably helpful.

5) IN ONE SCENE, YOU ARE ASKING POLICE OFFICERS FOR VOLUNTEERS TO GO INTO THE WORLD TRADE CENTER. WHAT THOUGHTS WERE GOING THROUGH YOUR HEAD AS YOU FILMED THAT SCENE? 
NC
I think that to have true courage you can’t be insane about it, you have to be aware of the risk to some extent, otherwise it’s not courage. You have to know the danger and then face it, that’s what bravery is. So I want to make that clear, that it wasn’t just an easy step to jump on in, they had to be aware that there was peril involved. And also now, you know, with the benefit of hindsight and looking at what did in fact happen, it’s impossible to look at that scene and not feel kind of a spooky sense of impending doom because we all saw what happened. And when you see these, this handful of men take the oath to heart to protect and serve and go in, it’s not really possible to watch it without some sense of sadness.

6) HOW DOES WORLD TRADE CENTER DIFFER FROM OTHER OLIVER STONE MOVIES? 
NC
I was extremely happy for Oliver and for all the other actors that are in the movie. I felt that for Oliver it was an opportunity to achieve something on many different levels. He made ghosts real when you see the movie and he got remarkable performances out of every actor and it was a movie that has a real positive spirit, there’s nothing about conspiracy, you know. And that, you know, Oliver’s made only great movies that have been provocative but that has weighed on him, the idea that he’s only interested in making conspiracy films. And I think that it’s nice to see him being embraced for doing a film that is quite simple and dramatic and tells the story of survival and human spirit.

IV
And as you say the story was all about the dignity of the human spirit.

NC
I think so, yeah, I would agree with you there and the positiveness of the human spirit and to believe in it, you know, that it does exist.

7) DID YOU PERSONALLY FEEL A GREAT DEAL OF RESPONSIBILITY TO JOHN MCLOUGHLIN? 
NC
Ooh - that was really, when I think of the word responsibility I mean it was a weight because this man is alive and he is a real, live hero. And I would walk onto the set and I’d have to go through my own little mantra in my mind to not just buckle under pressure, you know, it’s Oliver Stone directing World Trade Center about John McLoughlin and Will Jimeno amongst everyone else in the film and what they went through. You kind of have to go, okay, we’ve got a job to do and just do it and not think too much about it because it was, I mean, it was a lot.

8) DID YOU EVER COME ACROSS DIFFICULTIES WHEN FILMING, SUCH AS THE SCENES IN THE HOLE? 
NC
I have no complaints, I have no complaints. I am just an actor re-enacting, trying to get to some connection to what really happened. And when you think about what really happened to these people I have no complaints.

9) DO YOU THINK MAKING THIS FILM BROUGHT YOU CLOSER TO THE PEOPLE YOU WORKED WITH IN A SIMILAR WAY TO THE MEN THE FILM IS BASED ON? 
NC
Interestingly, the way the Tower came down they wound up above and below one another, staggered, where they couldn’t see each other, which makes it all the more lonely because you can’t see the person you’re talking to and it was very dark in there. I have to say that Michael Pena is a lot of fun to be around, he has a great sense of humour and he really, in between takes could keep the energy light so that you wouldn’t over succumb to pressure. So I would consider Michael a friend, absolutely.

10) WITH MATERIAL AS SENSITIVE AS WORLD TRADE CENTER, WAS IT DIFFICULT FINDING THE BALANCE BETWEEN CREATING ENTERTAINMENT AND REMAINING TRUE TO HISTORY? 
NC
I’ve been very clear about my view on the movie not being entertainment. I see it as story telling which depicts history and if you’re interested in excellent direction and good storytelling, then you could probably say that you may in fact be entertained by those elements. But I am hesitant to link the entertainment title to the movie because I think this is, well I think this is beyond entertainment, it’s more like, in some ways it’s healing. The idea of transcending or going through a catharsis with what happened, we all saw what happened and how to help cope with that. I don’t know if you can call that entertainment, maybe you can.

 
 
 
