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ABOUT THE CAST

A two-time Tony Award-winning stage actor and instantly recognizable film presence, MATTHEW BRODERICK (Despereaux) was most recently seen in the feature films Finding Amanda, alongside Brittany Snow, and Diminished Capacity, opposite Alan Alda and Virginia Madsen.  In spring 2008, he was also on the big screen in Helen Hunt’s directorial debut Then She Found Me.  Upcoming work includes Margaret, with Matt Damon and Mark Ruffalo.  He most recently wrapped production on Wonderful World, alongside Sophie Okonedo. 

In 2005, he starred in the blockbuster Broadway production of Neil Simon’s The Odd Couple.  He also starred in the hit off-Broadway play The Foreigner at the Roundabout Theatre Company.  Also in 2005, Broderick starred in the feature film version of The Producers, reprising the Tony-nominated performance he gave on Broadway in this smash-hit musical.
Broderick starred in the critically acclaimed You Can Count on Me, opposite Laura Linney.  He also earned considerable acclaim starring opposite Reese Witherspoon in the critically lauded and Independent Spirit Award-winning political satire Election, directed by Alexander Payne.

A New York native, Broderick made his professional stage debut opposite his father, James Broderick, at age 17 in a production of On Valentine’s Day.  His performance in Harvey Fierstein’s Torch Song Trilogy won him the Outer Critics Circle Award for Best Debut Performance.  Broderick won his first Tony Award for Neil Simon’s Brighton Beach Memoirs and starred in the play’s sequel, Biloxi Blues.  He won his second Tony for his role as J. Pierrepont Finch in the Broadway revival of How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying.  

Broderick has starred in such blockbuster movies as Ferris Bueller’s Day Off, Glory, WarGames and Disney’s The Lion King, as the adult voice of Simba.  Additional credits include Mrs. Parker and the Vicious Circle, Biloxi Blues, Max Dugan Returns, Project X, On Valentine’s Day, Torch Song Trilogy, Family Business, The Freshman, The Night We Never Met, The Last Shot and The Stepford Wives.

In addition to his stage, screen and Broadway credits, he has appeared in the Showtime film Master Harold…and the Boys and received an Emmy Award nomination for the TNT production of David Mamet’s A Life in the Theater, in which he starred opposite Jack Lemmon.

Broderick resides in New York with his wife, Sarah Jessica Parker, and son, James Wilke Broderick.

A two-time Academy Award® winner and seven-time nominee, whose arrival in Hollywood helped usher in a new and revitalized approach to filmmaking, DUSTIN HOFFMAN (Roscuro) continues to add singular performances to a career rich with characters that have obliterated the line previously dividing the archetypes of “character actor” and “leading man.” 
 
Hoffman caught the world’s attention for his role as Benjamin Braddock in Mike Nichols’ Academy Award®-nominated film The Graduate.  Since then, he has been nominated for six more Academy Awards® for diverse films such as Midnight Cowboy, Lenny, Tootsie (a film he also produced through his company Punch Productions), and Wag the Dog.  In 1979, Hoffman won an Oscar® for his role in Kramer vs. Kramer and again in 1988 for Rain Man.

 
Hoffman will next star in Overture Films’ Last Chance Harvey, a love story set in London, written and directed by Joel Hopkins and co-starring Emma Thompson.  

Hoffman was last heard as the voice of Shifu in DreamWorks Animation’s box-office hit Kung Fu Panda, which co-stars Jack Black, Angelina Jolie, Lucy Liu and Ian McShane.  Kung Fu Panda was released on June 6, 2008 and has grossed approximately $600 million worldwide. 

 
His other film credits include: Mr. Magorium’s Wonder Emporium, Stranger Than Fiction, Perfume: The Story of a Murderer, Meet the Fockers, Finding Neverland, I ♥ Huckabees, The Lost City, Racing Stripes, Runaway Jury, Little Big Man, Straw Dogs, Papillon, All the President’s Men, Marathon Man, Straight Time, Agatha, Ishtar, Dick Tracy, Billy Bathgate, Mad City, Hero, Sleepers, Sphere, American Buffalo, Hook and Outbreak. 

 
On stage, Hoffman has had an equally impressive career.  His first stage role was in the Sarah Lawrence College production of Gertrude Stein’s Yes Is for a Very Young Man.  This performance led to several off-Broadway roles such as The Journey of the Fifth Horse, for which he won an Obie Award, and Eh?, for which he won the Drama Desk Vernon Rice Award for Performance.  His success on stage caught the attention of Mike Nichols, who cast him in The Graduate.  In 1968, Hoffman made his Broadway debut in Murray Schisgal’s Jimmy Shine.  In 1974, Hoffman made his Broadway directorial debut with Schisgal’s All Over Town.  In 1984, Hoffman garnered a Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Actor in a Play for his portrayal of Willy Loman in the Broadway revival of Death of a Salesman, which he also produced.  In addition to starring in the Broadway production, a special presentation aired on television and Hoffman won an Emmy Award.  Additionally, Hoffman received a Tony Award nomination for his role as Shylock in The Merchant of Venice, which he reprised from his long run on the London stage.

 
As a producer, Hoffman produced Tony Goldwyn’s feature film A Walk on the Moon, starring Diane Lane, Viggo Mortensen, Liev Schreiber and Anna Paquin.  He also executive produced The Devil’s Arithmetic, which won two Emmy Awards.

 
Hoffman was born in Los Angeles and attended Santa Monica College.  He later studied at the Pasadena Playhouse before moving to New York to study with Lee Strasberg.

 
Hoffman serves as the chair of the artistic advisory board for the newly constructed The Broad Stage, which opened on September 20, 2008.  This intimate 499-seat state-of-the-art theater provides a much-needed performance facility for Santa Monica College and the surrounding community.
The Tale of Despereaux is 18-year-old EMMA WATSON’s (Princess Pea) first animated film.

Watson is best known for playing the role of Hermione Granger in Warner Bros.’ phenomenally successful Harry Potter films.  She began filming at age 10 and has starred in all five films with the sixth film, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, due to be released in July 2009.

Playing the role of Hermione has won Watson a huge fan base, worldwide critical acclaim and the prestigious AOL Moviegoer Award, for two years running, for Best Supporting Actress for Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets and for Best Supporting Actress: Moviefone Moviegoer Award for Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban.  Watson was also voted Child Performer of the Year for her role in Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban by readers of Total Film magazine and, along with co-stars Daniel Radcliffe and Rupert Grint, was honored with an Outstanding Contribution to British Cinema Award by Empire magazine. 

In 2007, Watson starred in Ballet Shoes in which she played Pauline Fossil, one of three orphan girls determined to follow their individual dreams.  The BBC drama also co-starred Victoria Wood, Emilia Fox, Richard Griffiths, Yasmin Paige and Lucy Boynton, who played Watson’s onscreen sisters Petrova and Posy Fossil.

Watson’s education continues to be of great importance to her.  She took 10 General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) exams (A* and A grades) and four A-grade A-levels, and is currently taking a gap year before continuing her studies at university.

In her spare time, Watson is a keen sportswoman, particularly enjoying hockey, netball and tennis and a passionate artist.  Watson’s other great loves including singing and dancing, and one of her long-standing ambitions is to star in a musical, whether it is on stage or on screen.

A multifaceted comedienne who created a vast array of characters, TRACEY ULLMAN (Mig/Queen) is one of the most celebrated and consistently funny performers of her day.  

After achieving success on television and in music in her native England, Ullman came to the United States and established herself as a top-notch comic actor with deadly funny, on-target satire of social, political and pop culture issues on her breakthrough series The Tracey Ullman Show (FOX, 1987–1990).  Among her multiple personalities was an aging hippie disc jockey, Summer Storm; the lovelorn spinster Kay; and a suicide-prone chorine.  Ullman utilized her training by having her characters routinely burst into elaborate song-and-dance routines—one of the show’s several hallmarks.  

Over the years, she rode the wave of her popularity into numerous features films, including a memorable performance in Woody Allen’s Small Time Crooks (2000), while continuing to rack up Emmy Awards with numerous cable series and specials like Tracey Takes On… (HBO, 1996–1999) and Tracey Ullman: Live and Exposed (HBO, 2005), a one-woman show that explored her origins and background, playing multiple characters which trace her childhood up to her early days in show business.  She earned two more Emmy nods, including one for Outstanding Individual Performance in a Variety or Music Program. 

After voicing Nell Van Dort and Hildegarde in Tim Burton’s Corpse Bride (2005) and playing Mother Nature in Amy Heckerling’s direct-to-DVD romantic comedy I Could Never Be Your Woman (2007), Ullman returned to cable for another critically acclaimed sketch series.

Currently, Ullman produces and stars on the Showtime series Tracey Ullman’s State of the Union.  She lampoons American political, social and pop culture issues and is confirmed as one of the funniest and most popular comic actors of her generation.

KEVIN KLINE (Andre) has earned equal distinction in the worlds of film and theater. 

 
In his three-decades’ long history with The Public Theater, Kline has played numerous Shakespearean roles: Richard in Richard III, Henry in Henry V, Duke Vincentio in Measure for Measure, Benedick in Much Ado About Nothing and the title role in two productions of Hamlet.  For the first production of Hamlet, he won the Obie Award for Sustained Excellence in Performance and for the second production, which he also directed, he received five Drama Desk nominations, including Outstanding Director and Actor nominations.  Later, he co-directed a televised version of the production for PBS’ Great Performances series.  Kline most recently took the stage at The Public in William Shakespeare’s King Lear. 

 
A Juilliard graduate, Kline made his Broadway debut playing Vershinin in Anton Chekhov’s The Three Sisters for John Houseman’s The Acting Company, of which he is a founding member.  His other Broadway credits include Harold Prince’s On the Twentieth Century, for which he won both a Tony and a Drama Desk Award, and The Pirates of Penzance, which had a successful run at The Public Theater before transferring to Broadway, and for which he again won both a Tony and a Drama Desk Award, as well as the Obie Award for Performance.

 
Kline won rave reviews for his Broadway performance in George Bernard Shaw’s Arms and the Man, directed by John Malkovich, and starred in Gerald Gutierrez’s production of Chekhov’s Ivanov at Lincoln Center.  He won a Drama Desk Award for his performance as Falstaff in Lincoln Center Theater’s production of Shakespeare’s Henry IV.  At The Public’s Shakespeare in the Park, Kline has also appeared opposite Meryl Streep in The Seagull and in Mother Courage and Her Children this past summer. 

 
In addition to his 1988 Oscar® for his work in A Fish Called Wanda and a 2008 Screen Actors Guild Award for his role As You Like It, Kline was nominated for Golden Globe Awards for his roles in Sophie’s Choice, Dave, In & Out, Soapdish and De-Lovely, and he received a Screen Actors Guild nomination for Life as a House. 

 
Other film credits include The Big Chill, Silverado, I Love You to Death, Grand Canyon, French Kiss, Cry Freedom, The Ice Storm, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Emperor’s Club, The Pink Panther, A Prairie Home Companion, Trade and Definitely, Maybe.
 
Kline recently wrapped production on David Leveaux’s Cyrano de Bergerac and will soon begin production on Caroline Bottaro’s Joueuse.
 
Kline is the first American actor to receive the Sir John Gielgud Golden Quill Award and was recently honored with the Lucille Lortel Lifetime Achievement Award.  In 2004, Kline was inducted into the Theatre Hall of Fame.

WILLIAM H. MACY (Lester) an Oscar® and Golden Globe nominee and Emmy and SAG Award winner, is one of the most distinguished talents of his generation.  In 1998, Macy was honored by ShoWest when he was named Supporting Actor of the Year for his body of work.  

  Macy recently debuted his latest film, The Deal, at the Sundance Film Festival. Macy and longtime writing partner Steven Schachter adapted the screenplay from the novel by Peter Lefcourt.  The film stars Macy, Meg Ryan, LL Cool J, Elliott Gould and Jason Ritter.  Audiences will soon see Macy in Bart Got a Room, Brian Hecker’s indie about adolescence, which also stars Cheryl Hines.
Macy was recently seen in Disney’s blockbuster Wild Hogs.  Its sequel, Wild Hogs 2, is slated to film in early 2009.  In addition, he was seen in the independent features Bobby, Edmond (an adaptation of the David Mamet play) and Thank You for Smoking.  Macy also recently voiced Brian, the snail, in The Weinstein Company’s animated feature Doogal.  Other recent film credits include the action-adventure Sahara, which also stars Matthew McConaughey and Penélope Cruz, and Cellular, starring opposite Kim Basinger.
On television, Macy received an Emmy nomination for his role in TNT’s Umney’s Last Case and starred in TNT’s Emmy-nominated The Wool Cap, a new take on the 1962 comedy Gigot.  Schachter directed the film, which also starred Don Rickles, Catherine O’Hara and KeKe Palmer.  Macy was nominated for an Emmy, a Golden Globe and a SAG Award for his performance.  He and Schachter were also nominated for a Writers Guild Award.  

In 2002, Macy received outstanding critical acclaim for his role as Bill Porter in TNT’s Door to Door, which he also co-wrote and starred opposite Kyra Sedgwick, Helen Mirren, Kathy Baker and Felicity Huffman.  The movie was nominated for 12 Emmys and won 6, including Outstanding Made for Television Movie as well as winning Macy the Outstanding Lead Actor in a Television Movie statue and Outstanding Writing for a Television Movie with Steven Schachter.  Macy also received an Emmy nomination for his role in Showtime’s Stealing Sinatra and received critical acclaim for his role in the romantic drama The Cooler in 2003.
Macy was also seen stealing scenes in the critically acclaimed feature Seabiscuit, which also stars Tobey Maguire, Chris Cooper and Jeff Bridges.  Macy was nominated for a Golden Globe for his role as Tick Tock McGlaughlin and the movie was nominated for Best Motion Picture - Drama.
Macy is best known for his portrayal of  Jerome “Jerry” Lundegaard in Fargo, for which he received an Oscar® nomination and won an Independent Spirit Award for Best Male Lead.  His other distinguished film credits include Spartan; In Enemy Hands; Magnolia; Pleasantville; Happy, Texas; State and Main; Jurassic Park III; Focus; Welcome to Collinwood; Psycho; A Civil Action; Boogie Nights; Wag the Dog; Air Force One; Ghosts of Mississippi; Mr. Holland’s Opus; The Client; Shadows and Fog; Murder in the First; Searching for Bobby Fischer; Radio Days; and Panic. 

Macy has been no less prolific on the small screen.  Other roles for which he received Emmy nominations include his recurring role as Dr. David Morgenstern in ER; his role on Aaron Sorkin’s Sports Night; and TNT’s telefilm A Slight Case of Murder, opposite wife Felicity Huffman.  Additional television credits include Out of Order and the telefilms Reversible Errors, A Murderous Affair: The Carolyn Warmus Story, The Heart of Justice, In the Line of Duty: Siege at Marion and the miniseries Andersonville, The Murder of Mary Phagan and The Awakening Land, The Writing on the Wall, The Water Engine and Texan.  

Macy has written several television scripts with writing partner Schachter, including an episode of thirtysomething, the HBO movie Above Suspicion and the USA Network movie The Con.  

In 1972, Macy, Schachter and Macy’s former theater professor, David Mamet, moved to Chicago, where they collectively created the St. Nicholas Theatre Company.  Macy originated roles for several of Mamet’s classic original productions, among them Bobby in American Buffalo and Lang in The Water Engine, soon establishing his feature film presence with writer/director Mamet.  He continued with Mamet in Oleanna, Homicide, Things Change, House of Games and Wag the Dog.  
Moving to New York in 1980, he continued to build his reputation in the theater as an originator of new roles in such off-Broadway productions as Baby with the Bathwater; The Dining Room (later filmed for PBS’ Great Performances); Life During Wartime; Mr. Gogol and Mr. Preen; Bodies, Rest & Motion; and Mamet’s Prairie du Chen and Oh, Hell.  His stage credits, approaching 50 during his 10 years in New York, also include the Broadway production of Our Town, Tony Award winner for Best Ensemble.  Macy was also seen on the London stage in the spring of 2000, where he co-starred in the revival of David Mamet’s American Buffalo at the Donmar Warehouse.

Macy serves as director in residence at the Atlantic Theater Company in New York.  His extensive directing resume includes Boys’ Life at Lincoln Center; the Los Angeles production of Oleanna at the Tiffany Theater; The Joy of Going Somewhere Definite at the Atlantic Theater Company as well as Lip Service, an HBO film that won a CableACE Award for Best Theatrical Production.  

Macy is married to Oscar® nominee and Golden Globe-Emmy-and-SAG-Award winner, actress Felicity Huffman, who stars on Desperate Housewives.  They live in Los Angeles with their two daughters.  
Not one to sit still for too long, STANLEY TUCCI (Boldo) has appeared in more than 50 films and countless television shows.  In the past few years, he has appeared in films such as The Devil Wears Prada, The Terminal and Road to Perdition.  He is no stranger to the theater, and has appeared in more than a dozen plays on and off Broadway.

2008 has been an extremely busy year for Tucci.  Most recently, he wrapped filming Julie & Julia, opposite Meryl Streep and directed by Nora Ephron, and The Lovely Bones, opposite Mark Wahlberg and Susan Sarandon.  At this year’s Sundance Film Festival, Tucci premiered the film What Just Happened? alongside Bruce Willis, John Turturro and Robert De Niro, as well as Blind Date, which, after seven years, brought Tucci behind the camera once again, as he directed, co-wrote and starred in the remake of Theo van Gogh’s film.  Additionally, Swing Vote, with Kevin Costner and Dennis Hopper, and Kit Kittredge: An American Girl, with Abigail Breslin and Joan Cusack, were released. 

In addition to his accomplishments in movies this year, Tucci was nominated for an Emmy Award for his guest role as Dr. Kevin Moretti on ER.  Last year, for his appearance on Monk he received critical attention as well as an Emmy Award in the category of Outstanding Guest Actor in a Comedy Series. 

Twentieth Century Fox Animation’s feature Robots was released in March 2005, in which Tucci offered his voice for the character Herb Copperbottom.  In The Life and Death of Peter Sellers, Tucci played the role of renowned director Stanley Kubrick.  The Stephen Hopkins drama premiered on HBO in December 2004, starred Stephen Fry, John Lithgow and Miriam Margolyes and tied for the most Emmy Award nominations that year, with 16 bids.  Tucci also starred opposite Richard Gere and Jennifer Lopez in the romantic comedy Shall We Dance and the James Redford film Spin, with Dana Delany and Rubén Blades, as well as Steven Spielberg’s The Terminal, in which Tucci worked alongside Tom Hanks.

In 2002, Tucci received critical acclaim for his turn in DreamWorks’ Road to Perdition, co-starring Tom Hanks, Jude Law and Paul Newman.  The film, directed by Sam Mendes, was about a hit man who takes things personally after his wife and son are murdered.  Stanley was also seen in the ever-popular Disney comedy Big Trouble, co-starring Tim Allen and Rene Russo and directed by Barry Sonnenfeld.  Tucci also graced screens in Paramount Classics’ Sidewalks of New York, written and directed by Edward Burns, and Columbia Pictures’ America’s Sweethearts, opposite Julia Roberts and Billy Crystal.  He also appeared alongside Kenneth Branagh and Colin Firth in the highly acclaimed HBO drama Conspiracy, a film for which Tucci earned both Emmy and Golden Globe Awards nomination for Best Supporting Actor.  

Tucci’s multiple talents have led to a very diverse career.  Not only an accomplished and gifted actor, he is also a writer, director and producer.  His most recent directorial effort was USA Films’ Joe Gould’s Secret, which starred Ian Holm as bohemian writer Joe Gould and Tucci as Joseph Mitchell, the famed writer for The New Yorker.  The film, set in New York’s Greenwich Village in the 1940s, tells the story of the strange meeting and long-lasting friendship between Gould and Mitchell, as well as the stories Mitchell wrote about Gould and his life.

Big Night, Tucci’s first effort as co-director, co-screenwriter and actor on the same film, earned him numerous accolades, including the Waldo Salt Screenwriting Award at the 1996 Sundance Film Festival, a Special Recognition for Excellence in Filmmaking by the National Board of Review, an Independent Spirit Award, the Grand Special Prize at the 1996 Deauville Film Festival and honors from the New York Society of Film Critics and the Boston Society of Film Critics.

Tucci’s second project, The Impostors, a film which he wrote, directed, co-produced and starred in, was an Official Selection at the 1998 Cannes Film Festival and was acquired by Fox Searchlight Pictures later that year.  The 1930s farce starred Tucci and Oliver Platt as a pair of out-of-work actors who find themselves aboard a cruise ship passengered by Steve Buscemi, Alfred Molina, Lili Taylor and Hope Davis.

Tucci’s previous film credits include Woody Allen’s Deconstructing Harry, a film version of William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Alarmist, A Life Less Ordinary, The Daytrippers, Kiss of Death, Mrs. Parker and the Vicious Circle, It Could Happen to You, The Pelican Brief, Prelude to a Kiss, Billy Bathgate, In the Soup and Slaves of New York.

In 2002, Stanley won a Golden Globe Award for his brilliant portrayal of SS Lieutenant-Colonel Adolf Eichmann in the telefilm Conspiracy.  This was the dramatic recreation of the Wannasee Conference, at which the Nazi Final Solution phase of the Holocaust was devised.  He also received both a Golden Globe and an Emmy Award for his portrayal of Walter Winchell, a founder of American gossip reporting, in the HBO original film Winchell.  His performance as the fast-talking tattler who exposed secrets and scandals left audiences and critics alike singing his praises.  Winchell, directed by Paul Mazursky, provided Tucci with one of the juiciest roles of his diverse career.

Tucci’s work on television includes his appearance as a recurring guest star on TNT’s Bull.  He plays Hunter Lasky, a charming, conniving, power player and one of Wall Street’s best negotiation “sharks.”  His other television credits include appearances on Equal Justice, Wiseguy, The Equalizer, thirtysomething and The Street.  Tucci also starred as Richard Cross in the Steven Bochco drama Murder One, a performance for which he earned an Emmy nomination.

Tucci, no stranger to the theater, has appeared in many plays, including Execution of Hope, The Iceman Cometh, Brighton Beach Memoirs and The Misanthrope.  He has also performed in a number of off-Broadway plays at Yale Repertory Theatre and SUNY Purchase College, where he first studied acting.

Tucci resides in New York with his wife and three children.

CIARAN HINDS (Carl) began his career at The Glasgow Citizens Theatre and was a member of the company for many years.  In Ireland, he has worked at the Lyric Theatre in Belfast, the Druid Theatre in Galway and at the Project Arts Centre and the Abbey Theatre in Dublin, where he last appeared as Cuchulain in Yeats’ The Cuchulain Cycle.  For the Gate Theatre, Hinds has appeared with The Field Day Theatre Company’s version of Antigone, The School for Wives and Brian Friel’s The Yalta Game.

He toured internationally with Peter Brook’s company in The Mahabharata and has played leading roles at the Royal Shakespeare Company, the Royal Court Theatre, the Donmar Warehouse and the National Theatre, where he last played Larry in Patrick Marber’s Closer, which also transferred to Broadway.

On television, Hinds appeared as Julius Caesar in the BBC/HBO co-production of Rome.  This follows extensive television credits including leading roles in The Mayor of Casterbridge; Jane Eyre; Jason and the Argonauts; Seaforth; Ivanhoe; Rules of Engagement; The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes; Soldier Soldier; Prime Suspect 3; and the award-winning film version of Jane Austen’s “Persuasion,” in which he played Captain Frederick Wentworth.

Film credits include Peter Greenaway’s The Cook, The Thief, His Wife and Her Lover; December Bride; Circle of Friends for Pat O’Connor; and Titanic Town, directed by Roger Michell.  Other notable films include Some Mother’s Son; Gillian Armstrong’s Oscar and Lucinda; The Lost Son; The Weight of Water; and Mary Reilly.  More recent work includes Road to Perdition for Sam Mendes; The Sum of All Fears for Phil Alden Robinson; Jonjo Mickybo; Calendar Girls with Helen Mirren and Julie Walters; Lara Croft Tomb Raider: The Cradle of Life with Angelina Jolie; The Statement for Norman Jewison; Veronica Guerin and The Phantom of the Opera, both for Joel Schumacher; Miami Vice for Michael Mann; and Munich for Steven Spielberg.

In 2006, Hinds filmed Amazing Grace for Michael Apted; The Nativity Story for Catherine Hardwicke; Hallam Foe for David Mackenzie; The Tiger’s Tail for John Boorman; Margot at the Wedding for Noah Baumbach; There Will Be Blood for Paul Thomas Anderson; and Stop-Loss for Kimberly Peirce.  Most recently, Hinds filmed In Bruges for Martin McDonagh; Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day for Bharat Nalluri; and Ca$h for Eric Besnard.

Hinds recently appeared at New York’s Booth Theater in The Seafarer, and recently wrapped filming on Race to Witch Mountain.
In 2009, ROBBIE COLTRANE (Gregory) will make his sixth appearance in a Harry Potter film in the role of the caretaker and part-time teacher Rubeus Hagrid.
One of the U.K.’s most prolific and respected film and television actors, Coltrane earned BAFTA and Los Angeles Film Critics Circle Award nominations for his performance as Hagrid in Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.  He reprised his role in Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire and Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix.

Coltrane’s long list of film credits also includes Alex Rider: Operation Stormbreaker; Steven Soderbergh’s Ocean’s Twelve; Van Helsing; the Hughes brothers’ From Hell, with Johnny Depp; the James Bond films The World Is Not Enough and GoldenEye; Stephen Sommers’ The Adventures of Huck Finn; Luis Mandoki’s Message in a Bottle; Buddy; The Pope Must Die; Nuns on the Run, for which he won the Peter Sellers Comedy Award at the 1991 Evening Standard British Film Awards; Kenneth Branagh’s Henry V; Let It Ride; Carl Reiner’s Bert Rigby, You’re a Fool; Neil Jordan’s Mona Lisa; Absolute Beginners; and Defence of the Realm, among others.

Coltrane is perhaps best known for his work in the award-winning and internationally popular television series Cracker, which also spawned several television movies, the most recent airing in fall 2006.  His portrayal of the tough, wisecracking police psychologist Dr. Eddie “Fitz” Fitzgerald has brought Coltrane numerous acting honors, including three consecutive BAFTA Awards for Best Television Actor in 1994, 1995 and 1996; the Broadcasting Press Guilds Award for Best Television Actor in 1993; a Silver Nymph Award for Best Actor at the 1994 Monte Carlo Television Festival; the Royal Television Society Award for Best Male Performer in 1994; FIPA’s Best Actor Award; and a CableACE Award for Best Actor in a Movie or Miniseries.

Coltrane first gained popularity in the early 1980s for his comedy appearances on such shows as Alfresco, A Kick Up the Eighties, Laugh??? I Nearly Paid My Licence Fee and Saturday Night Live.  He went on to star in 13 The Comic Strip Presents… productions and numerous television shows, including Blackadder the Third and Blackadder’s Christmas Carol.  He received a BAFTA Award nomination for his portrayal of Danny McGlone in the series Tutti Frutti.  Coltrane’s more recent television credits include the telefilms The Ebb-Tide, Alice in Wonderland and The Planman, which he also executive produced.  He also guest-starred on the final episode of the TV series Frasier.  In 2007, Coltrane made a three-part documentary about Britain entitled B-Road Britain, and also wrote a book under the same name.  Coltrane will soon be seen as The Curator in Rian Johnson’s new film, The Brothers Bloom.
Coltrane was awarded the OBE in the 2006 New Year Honours list for his services to drama.


TONY HALE (Furlough) developed a strong fan base for his hilarious role as “Buster” Bluth, the eccentric, one-handed mama’s boy on FOX’s smart, ground-breaking, Emmy Award-winning series Arrested Development.  Details magazine called his Buster “The most hysterically unhinged supporting player since Cosmo Kramer.”  


Hale has wrapped production on Steven Soderbergh’s espionage thriller The Informant, starring Matt Damon and adapted from the book by Kurt Eichenwald.  The film centers on Mark Whitacre (Damon), a high-level mole at the self-declared “supermarket to the world,” Archer Daniels Midland.  Warner Independent plans to release the film on March 27, 2009.


Hale will also soon be seen in Paramount Vantage’s upcoming comedy The Goods: The Don Ready Story, to be released on April 24, 2009.  Produced by Will Ferrell and Adam McKay’s Gary Sanchez Productions, the film stars Hale alongside Jeremy Piven.
 Also in the can is the romantic comedy The Dream of the Romans, starring Jeff Daniels and Lauren Graham.  The film, marking the feature debut of writer/director John Hindman, stars Daniels as the reclusive author of a landmark book that redefined spirituality for a generation.  


This fall, Hale can be seen on NBC’s Chuck, in which he plays Emmett, the new assistant manager of the Buy More store where Chuck (Zachary Levi) works.  Hale also recurs on ABC’s Samantha Who? as Andy Adams, a new doctor to Samantha (Christina Applegate).  In addition, he recently guest-starred in the final-season debut of ER.  Other television credits include a series regular role on NBC’s comedy series Andy Barker, P.I.

Earlier this year, Hale co-starred with Jimmy Fallon in The Year of Getting to Know Us.  The feature, which premiered at the Sundance Film Festival, also starred Sharon Stone, Illeana Douglas and Lucy Liu.  He previously co-starred opposite Will Ferrell in Columbia Pictures’ Stranger Than Fiction, directed by Marc Forster (Finding Neverland).  The stellar ensemble cast included Emma Thompson, Dustin Hoffman, Maggie Gyllenhaal and Queen Latifah.  Additional feature credits include supporting roles in director Barry Sonnenfeld’s road-trip comedy RV, with Robin Williams and Cheryl Hines, and Because I Said So, with Diane Keaton, Mandy Moore and Lauren Graham.

 
Army brat Hale was actually born at West Point, where his father taught nuclear physics.  Hale is the youngest of three children, and his family moved seven times before he reached middle school.  They spent five years at various military locations in Heidelberg and Berlin, Germany.  The family finally settled in Tallahassee, Florida, where dad Mike, a brain with a greater computer brain, served as commissioner of information and research for the State Department.  


During his high-school years, Hale was a member of the Young Actors Theatre, where he learned all facets of theater production.  Cheryl Hines preceded him as a famous alumna of this academy.   He loved acting, but his family urged him to have a “career to fall back on,” so he received his BA in mass communications/journalism from Samford University in Alabama.


After college, Hale worked for a year as a counselor at a youth program helping kids to broaden their horizons through acting sketches and other cultural exercises.  Hale realized that he was passionate about pursuing his acting career and enrolled in the master theater program at Regent University.  During a visit to New York in his second year at Regent, he fell in love with the “terrifying and exciting” city and, after graduation, moved to Manhattan.  Like most actors, Hale was in residential sublet-to-sublet flux, moving seven times in six months.  His first professional job was in a Shakespeare in the Parking Lot production of The Taming of the Shrew, staged in an East Village parking lot.  He landed a commercial agent and was featured in spots for Volkswagen (singing “Mr. Roboto”) and Citibank.  He has also guest-starred on such popular television series as Sex and the City, The Sopranos, MADtv, Stacked and Dawson’s Creek.



During this time, Hale became involved with Wide Horizons for Children, an organization that raises funds to assist with international adoptions.  He spent three weeks visiting children in Romanian orphanages.  The experience was life-altering, and Hale remains committed to international children’s causes.  


Hale moved to Los Angeles with his wife, Emmy-winning makeup artist Martel. They continue to live in L.A. with their two-and-a-half-year-old daughter, Loy.

For her portrayal of Ruth Fisher in Six Feet Under, FRANCES CONROY (Antoinette) has been honored with a Golden Globe Award and a Screen Actors Guild Award, as well as two additional Screen Actors Guild Awards shared with her fellow actors for the ensemble’s collective work in the series.  She has been nominated for an Emmy Award as well. 
Since she graduated from The Juilliard School’s Drama Division, Conroy’s work has encompassed stage, film and television.  In addition to Six Feet Under, Conroy’s television work includes Alex Haley’s miniseries Queen (directed by John Erman) and the made-for-television film Murder in a Small Town (co-written by Gene Wilder and directed by Joyce Chopra). 
In the theater, she was in the Lincoln Center Theater production of Our Town (with Spalding Gray and Eric Stoltz), first performed on Broadway and then taped for PBS’ Great Performances. 
Conroy’s many other stage credits include Edward Albee’s The Lady From Dubuque and Three Tall Women.  She received an Obie Award for Arthur Miller’s The Last Yankee and a Tony Award nomination for the playwright’s The Ride Down Mt. Morgan.
She has received four Drama Desk Award nominations and garnered the award for David Hare’s The Secret Rapture.  She toured for two years with John Houseman’s The Acting Company. 
Conroy has appeared in numerous films, among them three by Woody Allen (Manhattan, Another Woman and Crimes and Misdemeanors); Martin Scorsese’s The Aviator; Terence Davies’ The Neon Bible; Martin Brest’s Academy Award®-winning Scent of a Woman; Frank Oz’s Dirty Rotten Scoundrels; French director Pitof’s Catwoman; Steve Martin’s Shopgirl, directed by Anand Tucker; Jim Jarmusch’s Broken Flowers; and the independent features Ira and Abby and Humboldt County. 
Three-time Tony Award winner FRANK LANGELLA (Major/Mouse Inquisitor) is among the American theater world’s greatest living actors.  Though he gained recognition as a film star in the 1970s, the stage has always been his first love.

His career off-Broadway was launched with an Obie Award in 1965 for his performance in poet-playwright Robert Lowell’s The Old Glory: Benito Cereno.  His other major off-Broadway productions include Edmond Rostand’s Cyrano, Arthur Miller’s After the Fall, John Webster’s The White Devil, Heinrich von Kleist’s The Prince of Homburg, André Gide’s The Immoraliste and Shakespeare’s The Tempest. 

Langella’s triumphs on Broadway include Tony Awards for Edward Albee’s Seascape, for Ivan Turgenev’s Fortune’s Fool and in 2007 for his role as President Richard Nixon in the New York production of Frost/Nixon.  He also received Tony nominations for his performances in Stephen Belber’s Match and Hamilton Deane’s Dracula and has starred on Broadway in productions of August Strindberg’s The Father, Noël Coward’s Present Laughter and Design for Living, Peter Shaffer’s Amadeus, David Rabe’s Hurlyburly, Peter Nichols’ Passion, Charles Marowitz’s Sherlock’s Last Case, William Gibson’s A Cry of Players and Frederico Garcia Lorca’s Yerma, among others. 
Born in Bayonne, New Jersey, Langella studied acting at Syracuse University before beginning his professional career in New York.  He got his first break on-screen when he was cast in Frank Perry’s 1970 drama Diary of a Mad Housewife, co-starring with Richard Benjamin and Carrie Snodgress.  The film earned him a Golden Globe nomination and an award from the National Board of Review for Best Supporting Actor. That same year, he starred in Mel Brooks’ The Twelve Chairs.  A successful remake of Dracula, directed by John Badham, brought him to pop-culture stardom that decade.

Langella can currently be seen in the Ron Howard-directed film adaptation of Frost/Nixon.  Other upcoming projects include All Good Things, with Ryan Gosling, and The Box, with Cameron Diaz.  Some of his other past films are George Clooney’s Oscar®-nominated Good Night, and Good Luck., the box-office hit Superman Returns and the drama Starting Out in the Evening.  He has also starred in Adrian Lyne’s controversial Lolita; the hit comedy Dave; Ridley Scott’s 1492: Conquest of Paradise; humorous tribute to summer stock, Those Lips, Those Eyes; the touching drama I’m Losing You; David Duchovny’s House of D; and The Ninth Gate, directed by Roman Polanski. 

On television, Langella received an Emmy Award nomination for his work on I, Leonardo: A Journey of the Mind.  Other major work on television includes PBS’ productions of Eccentricities of a Nightingale and Anton Chekhov’s The Seagull; ABC’s The Beast; HBO’s Doomsday Gun; and Kurt Vonnegut’s Monkey House for Showtime, which earned him a CableACE Award.  He also starred in all 10 episodes of the short-lived but widely praised HBO series Unscripted. 
Langella was inducted into the Theatre Hall of Fame in 2003.  In addition to his three Tony Awards, he has won five Drama Desks, three Obies, two Outer Critics Circles and a Drama League Award.  Several dozen credits in America’s leading regional theaters include Christopher Hampton’s Les Liaisons Dangereuses, Jean Anouilh’s Ring Round the Moon, John Whiting’s The Devils, Robert Bolt’s A Man for All Seasons, Lerner and Loewe’s My Fair Lady, Sam Shepard’s The Tooth of Crime and Howard Barker’s Scenes From an Execution. 
RICHARD JENKINS (Principal) is one of the most in-demand character actors in Hollywood, having made more than 50 feature films.

Jenkins can currently be seen in the Coen brothers’ latest film, Burn After Reading, along with George Clooney, Brad Pitt, John Malkovich and Frances McDormand.  The film marks his third collaboration with the writing/directing duo.

Earlier this year, Jenkins starred in his most highly praised performance to date.  Thomas McCarthy’s The Visitor premiered to critical acclaim at the 2007 Toronto International Film Festival and the 2008 Sundance Film Festival and, most recently, won the Grand Prix at the 34th Deauville American Film Festival.  Jenkins’ performance as Walter Vale, a disillusioned Connecticut economics professor whose life is transformed by a chance encounter in New York City, garnered widespread critical acclaim and earned him the John Garfield Award for Best Actor at the 2008 Method Fest, Independent Film Festival, where he was also honored with a Career Achievement Award.

In July 2008, Jenkins co-starred in Adam McKay’s hit comedy Step Brothers, alongside Will Ferrell, John C. Reilly and Mary Steenburgen.

In 1997, Jenkins received an Independent Spirit Award nomination as Best Supporting Male for his performance in David O. Russell’s comedy Flirting With Disaster, appearing with Ben Stiller, Téa Leoni, Josh Brolin and Lily Tomlin.

In 1986, Jenkins had his first starring film role in Oscar®-winning writer Horton Foote’s On Valentine’s Day.  Numerous film work followed, including George Miller’s The Witches of Eastwick, opposite Jack Nicholson, Susan Sarandon, Cher and Michelle Pfeiffer; Richard Benjamin’s Little Nikita, opposite River Phoenix and Sidney Poitier; Sea of Love, with Al Pacino and Ellen Barkin; Mike Nichols’ Wolf, again with Jack Nicholson; 2005’s North Country, with Charlize Theron; the Judd Apatow comedy Fun With Dick and Jane, opposite Jim Carrey and, again, with Téa Leoni; and Peter Berg’s 2007 film The Kingdom. 

Over the years, Jenkins has worked with such esteemed filmmakers as Clint Eastwood in Absolute Power; the Farrelly brothers in There’s Something About Mary and Me, Myself & Irene, opposite Jim Carrey; and Sydney Pollack in Random Hearts, opposite Harrison Ford and Kristin Scott Thomas.

In 2001, Jenkins began a collaboration with Joel and Ethan Coen when he appeared with Billy Bob Thornton, James Gandolfini and Scarlett Johansson in The Man Who Wasn’t There.  He went on to work again with the Coen brothers in 2003’s Intolerable Cruelty, opposite George Clooney and Catherine Zeta-Jones.

On television, Jenkins is best remembered as Nathaniel Fisher, the deceased patriarch of the Fisher family, on HBO’s immensely successful drama Six Feet Under.  His occasional appearances as the heart of this often-dysfunctional family helped earn the cast a Screen Actors Guild nomination in 2002 for Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Drama Series.  He also appeared in numerous made-for-television films, including Sins of the Father and the Emmy-winning HBO film And the Band Played On.

In theater, Jenkins has amassed an impressive list of credits as a company member for 14 years at Rhode Island’s Trinity Repertory Company and served an additional four years as its artistic director.

CHRISTOPHER LLOYD (Hovis) began his career in theater.  He has appeared in more than 200 plays on and off-Broadway, including regional and summer stock productions.  For his title role in Kaspar, he took home an Obie and a Drama Desk award.  Lloyd’s theater credits include the Tony Award-winning Broadway production of Morning’s at Seven, directed by Dan Sullivan; Twelfth Night in New York Festival’s Shakespeare in the Park; Centerstage’s Waiting for Godot; and the New York production of Trumbo as Dalton Trumbo.

In 1975, Lloyd began his film career in One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.  This was soon followed by a two-year run as Jim Ignatowski on the television series Taxi, for which Lloyd won two of his three Emmys.

In 1992, Lloyd made Emmy history when he won Best Dramatic Actor for Disney’s Avonlea.  In a category dominated by series regulars, Lloyd was the first actor to win for a guest appearance.  The following year, the rules were changed to include a Guest Appearance category. 

Lloyd has appeared in more than 90 film and television productions including the Back to the Future trilogy, Things to Do in Denver When You’re Dead, Eight Men Out, The Addams Family and Addams Family Values, BBC’s Dead Ahead: The Exxon Valdez Disaster, The Pagemaster, Dennis the Menace, Adventures of Buckaroo Banzai, Track 29, Clue, The Dream Team, Angels in the Outfield, Star Trek III: The Search for Spock, Goin’ South, Who Framed Roger Rabbit, My Favorite Martian and Mike Nichols’ HBO adaptation of Wit, starring Emma Thompson.

Lloyd won an Independent Spirit Award for his chilly depiction of a soulless murderer in Twenty Bucks.

Academy Award®-nominated actress SIGOURNEY WEAVER (Narrator) has created a host of memorable characters, both dramatic and comic, in films ranging from Ripley in Alien to Dian Fossey in Gorillas in the Mist: The Story of Dian Fossey.  Over the years, she has captivated audiences and won acclaim as one of the most esteemed actresses on both stage and screen.

Born and educated in New York City, Weaver graduated from Stanford University and went on to receive a master’s degree from the Yale School of Drama.  Her first professional job was as an understudy in Sir John Gielgud’s production of The Constant Wife, starring Ingrid Bergman.

Weaver made her motion picture debut in Ridley Scott’s blockbuster Alien.  She reprised the role of warrant officer Ripley in James Cameron’s Aliens, for which she earned a Best Actress Academy Award® nomination.  She again brought Ripley back to life in David Fincher’s Alien3, which she also co-produced, and Alien: Resurrection, for director Jean-Pierre Jeunet. 

Following Alien, Weaver had starring roles in three back-to-back hit movies: Gorillas in the Mist: The Story of Dian Fossey, in which she portrayed primatologist Dian Fossey; the Mike Nichols comedy Working Girl; and Ghostbusters II.  Weaver received her second and third Academy Award® nominations and was awarded Golden Globe Awards for her performances in Gorillas in the Mist: The Story of Dian Fossey and Working Girl.  Other films include the thriller Copycat; Paul Rudnick’s comedy Jeffrey; Roman Polanski’s gripping film adaptation of Death and the Maiden; Half Moon Street with Michael Caine; Ridley Scott’s 1492: Conquest of Paradise; One Woman or Two with Gérard Depardieu; Eyewitness with William Hurt; and Showtime’s live-action film Snow White: A Tale of Horror, based on the original Brothers Grimm fairy tale, which earned her Emmy and Screen Actors Guild award nominations.

In 1997, Weaver joined the ensemble of Ang Lee’s critically acclaimed film The Ice Storm, playing alongside Kevin Kline, Joan Allen, Elijah Wood and Christina Ricci.  Her performance garnered her a BAFTA Award, a Golden Globe Award nomination and a Screen Actors Guild Award nomination for Best Supporting Actress.  She later gave a galvanizing performance in A Map of the World, Scott Elliott’s powerful drama based on the novel by Jane Hamilton, which earned her universal critical praise and a Golden Globe Award nomination for Best Actress.  She delighted audiences with her flair for comedy, along with crewmates Tim Allen and Alan Rickman, in the science-fiction comedy Galaxy Quest, directed by Dean Parisot, which proved to be a hit during the 1999 holiday season.  She followed this with the popular comedy Heartbreakers, playing opposite Gene Hackman and Jennifer Love Hewitt.

In 2003, Weaver played the cold-blooded, redheaded warden in the hit comedy Holes, directed by Andrew Davis, and starred in the film version of The Guys with Anthony LaPaglia, directed by Jim Simpson.  Following this, Weaver appeared in M. Night Shyamalan’s The Village and received rave reviews for her performance in Imaginary Heroes, written and directed by Dan Harris.

In addition to her film credits, Weaver has also taken time to shine on the stage.  Weaver started out off-off-Broadway in Christopher Durang’s The Nature and Purpose of the Universe, Titanic and Das Lusitania Songspiel.  She and Durang co-wrote Das Lusitania, which earned them both Drama Desk Award nominations.  She has appeared in numerous off-Broadway productions in New York, working with such writers as John Guare, Albert Innaurato, Richard Nelson and Len Jenkin.  In regional repertory, she has performed works by Pinter, Williams, Feydeau and Shakespeare.  She also appeared in the PBS series The Best of Families. 

Weaver received a Tony Award nomination for her starring role in Hurlyburly on Broadway, directed by Mike Nichols.  She played Portia in the Classic Stage Company of New York’s production of The Merchant of Venice.  In 1996, Weaver returned to Broadway in the Lincoln Center production of Sex and Longing, written by Christopher Durang.  

Most recently, Weaver originated roles in two A.R. Gurney world premieres Crazy Mary at Playwrights Horizons and Mrs. Farnsworth at The Flea Theater.  When she appeared last year in Neil LaBute’s The Mercy Seat, opposite Liev Schreiber, she received rave reviews for her performance.  John Lahr of The New Yorker described the play as offering “performances of a depth and concentration that haven’t been seen in New York for many seasons.”  Weaver also originated the female lead in Anne Nelson’s The Guys at The Flea, where it was commissioned and directed by Jim Simpson.  The Guys tells the story of a fire captain dealing with the aftermath of 9/11.

Recent films include Infamous, with Toby Jones and Sandra Bullock; Jake Kasdan’s The TV Set; Snow Cake, in which she portrayed an autistic woman opposite Alan Rickman; The Girl in the Park, opposite Kate Bosworth; Vantage Point, with Dennis Quaid and Forest Whitaker; and the Tina Fey/Amy Poehler comedy Baby Mama.  This past summer, Weaver lent her voice to Pixar’s Wall·E, as the ship’s computer.

Weaver will next be seen in Lifetime’s Prayers for Bobby, the true story about Mary Griffith, who became a gay-rights crusader after her son’s suicide.  She has also wrapped filming on two additional films due out in 2009.  She will appear in the comedy Crazy on the Outside, which marks Tim Allen’s directorial debut.  Weaver will also star in Avatar, her first collaboration with James Cameron since Aliens.  

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

In 1990, SAM FELL (Directed by) gained a first-class degree in fine art from The University of Nottingham.  At the end of the course, he won a place on the Channel Four/MOMI  animator-in-residence scheme, which was set up to enable young talent to develop and produce new animation.


The scheme resulted in Fell directing a short film for Channel Four Television called The Big Cheese, which was produced at 3 Peach Animation in London and completed in 1992.  During this period, Fell also worked as a freelance animator and director on commercials, pop promos and short films for 3 Peach, Aardman Animations, Redwing, FilmFair and the BBC.  Around this time, Fell developed a working relationship with Peter Lord at Aardman Animations, which resulted in him working as the key animator on Wat’s Pig, Lord’s 1996 Academy Award®-nominated short film.


In 1996, Fell signed on as a commercials director at Aardman.  He continued making short films (Pop and Chump) while directing commercials and developing Rabbits!, a combination CGI-and-claymation television series for children.  He also directed three episodes of the Aardman television series Rex the Runt for the BBC.  These experiences gave him the taste for both long-form work and new technology.


During 2001, he went on to develop several feature film ideas, one of which was Flushed Away.  When DreamWorks/Aardman decided to develop the idea into a movie, Fell took on the challenge to direct Aardman’s first CGI-animated feature film, produced at DreamWorks Animation studio in Los Angeles from 2002 to 2006.   In 2007, Flushed Away was nominated for a BAFTA in the Animated Feature category and also for a 

Childrens BAFTA for Best Feature Film.

Fell lives in Kew, London, with his wife, Fran, and son, Vincent.

Born in Voorburg, Holland, ROB STEVENHAGEN (Directed by) studied drawing before working as a supervising animator and animation director for Disney, Amblimation, DreamWorks and other major studios.  


In 1995, Stevenhagen co-founded and was company director of the animation company Stardust Pictures Ltd. in London.  The company handled outsourced feature sequences for major motion picture studios.  Stevenhagen moved to Berlin in 2000 to develop his own projects.  In 2002, he returned to London and since then has worked on feature films and commercials.


Stevenhagen’s feature film credits include the Academy Award®-winning film Wallace & Gromit in the Curse of the Were-Rabbit, as a senior storyboard artist for Aardman Animations; Lion Queen, as an animation consultant for Jim Henson’s Creature Shop; Sinbad: Legend of the Seven Seas, as an animator for DreamWorks; The Road to El Dorado, as a sequence director and storyboard artist for DreamWorks; the BAFTA-nominated 1001 Nights; The Rugrats Movie; Space Jam; Balto; An American Tail: Fievel Goes West; and the Academy Award®-winning Who Framed Roger Rabbit as an animator.  Stevenhagen also worked as an additional character designer on the Oscar®-nominated stop-frame animated short The Periwig-Maker.

It’s a pipe dream of many an aspiring author: publish your debut novel, claim a spot on The New York Times best-seller list and rack up an astonishing array of awards, including a Newbery Honor.  For KATE DICAMILLO (Based on the Book “The Tale of Despereaux” by), it was a dream come true—and nobody could have been more surprised than she was.  And it gets better: Just three years later, DiCamillo would receive another, even more stunning call from the Newbery committee. 

DiCamillo was born in Philadelphia and moved with her family to Florida when she was five years old.  In her 20s, DiCamillo moved to Minnesota, where the long winter helped inspire “Because of Winn-Dixie.”  

DiCamillo credits a friend’s son for inspiring the story that earned her the coveted 2004 Newbery Medal, “The Tale of Despereaux: Being the Story of a Mouse, A Princess, Some Soup, and a Spool of Thread.”  

Readers can look forward to meeting another “unlikely hero” when a china rabbit named Edward Tulane sets out to find his way home in “The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane.” 

After successfully spinning tales for middle-graders, DiCamillo turned her talents to creating stories for early chapter-book readers.  Lovable pig Mercy Watson wiggled her way into the hearts of many in “Mercy Watson to the Rescue,” the first of six stories about this “porcine wonder.”  

DiCamillo now lives in Minneapolis, Minnesota, where she faithfully writes two pages a day, five days a week.  “E.B. White said, ‘All that I hope to say in books, all that I ever hope to say, is that I love the world,’” she says. “That’s the way I feel too.” 

GARY ROSS (Produced by/Screenplay by) launched his career as co-writer of the original screenplay Big.  The film, starring Tom Hanks, garnered Ross his first Academy Award® nomination.  Next, Ross drew on his knowledge and love of the American political process for his screenplay of the Capra-esque comedy hit Dave, for which Ross received his second Academy Award® nomination and won the esteemed Writers Guild Paul Selvin Honorary Award.        

In 1998, Ross marked his directorial debut with the ambitious and critically acclaimed Pleasantville.  In 2003, Ross wrote and directed the acclaimed Seabiscuit, starring Tobey Maguire, Jeff Bridges and Chris Cooper.  The film received seven Academy Award® nominations, including Best Picture and Best Writing, Adapted Screenplay, for Ross.  He also received Directors Guild of America (DGA) and WGA award nominations, the USC Scripter Award and numerous other guild and critical awards.   

Most recently, Ross has written and is slated to direct The Free State of Jones, based on the true story of a Mississippi farmer who led a yeoman revolt during the Civil War, and Josh, a father-son comedy-drama set in Los Angeles. 

Ross remains active in civic and charitable work.  During his tenure as president of the Los Angeles City Library, he established mentoring programs for inner city youth and expanded teenage and youth-at-risk services throughout the Los Angeles library system.  For his service, he was awarded the 1999 Light of Learning Award by the Los Angeles Public Library.  In 2000, Ross gave the keynote address for the American Library Association in Chicago.  He also received ACLU’s Bill of Rights Award in 2000.

In addition, Ross has continued his research of the Civil War era and is currently a visiting fellow at Harvard University, focusing on the Reconstruction era.

Ross is married to Allison Thomas, also a producer of The Tale of Despereaux, and they have two children.

ALLISON THOMAS (Produced by) is a film producer and partner at Larger Than Life at Universal Pictures.  She executive produced Seabiscuit and co-produced Pleasantville.  



Prior to being a film producer, Thomas spent more than 20 years heading up companies and nonprofit foundations in the high-technology public relations and public policy arenas.  Clients included Steve Jobs’ NeXT Computer, Pixar and RealAudio.


Thomas also had an active career in politics, working for President Jimmy Carter, Governor Jerry Brown and Senator Alan Cranston.  She served on the boards of the California Women’s Law Center, Para Los Niños, the Children’s Community School, the Los Angeles Public Library Commission and the Women’s Foundation of California.

Thomas received the Women’s Law Center’s Abby J. Liebman Pursuit of Justice Award in 2006.


WILL MCROBB & CHRIS VISCARDI (Screen Story by) have written for both film and television.  They recently wrote the screenplay for Paramount Pictures’ Angus, Thongs and Perfect Snogging and 20th Century Fox’s Alvin and the Chipmunks.   They are currently working on CBS Films’ Big Brave Brian, 20th Century Fox’s Dating Mr. Huggles and Warner Bros.’ Measle and the Wrathmonk.


For television, McRobb and Viscardi created, wrote and executive produced Nickelodeon’s The Adventures of Pete & Pete and the animated show Kablam!, USA’s The War Next Door and The N’s The Assistants.  They’ve written episodes for NBC’s Ed, WB Television’s Brutally Normal, Nickelodeon’s The Naked Brothers Band, the ABC pilot Speed of Life and the Nick at Nite pilot Robertson’s Greatest Hits.  
Additionally, McRobb was a writer and story editor on Nickelodeon’s Doug and The Ren & Stimpy Show.  He also created, wrote and executive produced The N’s Radio Free Roscoe. 

Viscardi was the music video producer for REM’s Shiny Happy People video, for Warner Bros. Records.

WILLIAM SARGENT (Executive Producer) is co-founder and chief executive officer of Framestore, one of the world’s leading animation and visual effects studios, with more than 20 years of experience.  Sargent was born in Dublin, Ireland, raised in Rio de Janeiro and educated by Jesuits in rural Ireland.  Alongside growing Framestore, Sargent also led Spitting Image, one of the most successful comedy shows on British television (it ran for 17 seasons) and was chairman, until Sony acquired it in 2005, of the leading software tools company in the computer games industry.  Sargent was knighted in 2008 in the Queen’s Birthday list, and is a non-executive director at HM Treasury. 

Today, Framestore’s relationships include major Hollywood film studios, international broadcasters and most major advertising groups.  The 700-strong team has won numerous international awards including an Academy Award® and British Academy of Film and Television Arts Award (BAFTA) for The Golden Compass, alongside two Technical Academy Awards®, a further three BAFTA Craft Awards and 13 Primetime Emmy Awards, as well as the Royal Television Society’s Judges’ Award and Team Award.  The company’s film portfolio includes work on the recent The Dark Knight, The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian, Mamma Mia! and Wanted.  

RYAN KAVANAUGH (Executive Producer) is a principal of Relativity Media, LLC, a financing, consulting and production company that structures slate financing for both major studios and independent production entities. 


Kavanaugh, along with his Relativity partner, Lynwood Spinks, creates business and financial structures for a number of studios, production companies and producers, and has introduced more than $3.2 billion of capital to such structures.  Clients and deals include Marvel, Atmosphere Entertainment MM and French distributor/sales agent Exception Wild Bunch, among others. 


Kavanaugh recently created a unique financing package, Gun Hill Road, LLC, which provides discrete and separate funds for both Sony Pictures Entertainment and Universal Pictures, marking the first time two studios have received funds from the same funding source and providing production funding for a total of 22 films in various stages of production and release.  He facilitated a $528-million multipicture co-financing arrangement for Warner Bros. Pictures, as well as a $525-million financing deal for Marvel Enterprises, and structured and raised a 120-million euro acquisition, production and distribution fund for Exception Wild Bunch S.A., the French distribution and sales company founded by former StudioCanal management. 


Through its partnership with Virtual Studios, Relativity finances two to three pictures per month.  Kavanaugh recently arranged the financing for and will be executive producer of Conquistador, to be directed by Cannes and Sundance award winner Andrucha Waddington and star Emmy- and three-time-Golden Globe-nominated actor Antonio Banderas; Morgan’s Summit, written and to be directed by Academy Award® winner Tom Schulman; and The Great Pretender, starring Emmy- and Golden Globe-nominated Ewan McGregor.  In addition, Kavanaugh arranged the financing to bring Top Cow Productions’ Witchblade to the big screen, with production beginning last year on two feature films to be shot back-to-back.  The films are based on the best-selling action-fantasy comic book, which also earned a loyal following as a TNT television series. 


Kavanaugh also arranged the financing for and was executive producer of two films for Mark Canton’s Atmosphere Entertainment MM: Full of It and George A. Romero’s Land of the Dead.  Recently, he has executive produced films including Death Race, 21, The Bank Job, Charlie Wilson’s War, 3:10 to Yuma, Gridiron Gang, I Now Pronounce You Chuck & Larry and The Kingdom.


Prior to his work with Relativity, Kavanaugh started a venture capital company at the age of 22, and during that time raised and invested more than $400 million in equity for a number of venture and private-equity transactions.
DAVID LIPMAN (Executive Producer) joined Framestore Animation, Europe’s largest visual effects studio, in 2006 as managing partner, opening its feature animation division.  Framestore Animation’s inaugural project is The Tale of Despereaux.

In 1997, Lipman joined DreamWorks Animation and served as co-head of production for four years before becoming co-executive producer on the Academy Award®-winning hit Shrek.  He went on to write and produce the multisensory attraction Shrek 4-D for Universal theme parks, and then served as a producer on the Academy Award®-nominated blockbuster Shrek 2, which became the highest-grossing animated film in history.

Prior to DreamWorks, Lipman was supervising producer and executive in charge of production at Hanna-Barbera, where he produced 52 half-hour episodes of The Real Adventures of Johnny Quest.

Lipman served as vice president and executive producer for USAnimation, Inc., running its production division for five years.  During this time, he produced television commercials and numerous episodes of the The Ren & Stimpy Show, Beavis and Butt-Head and The Simpsons, along with several multimedia/interactive projects and music videos, using USAnimation’s proprietary ink-and-paint and compositing software.  

Lipman has an extensive background in CGI.  As executive producer at both Optomystic and Digital Animation Laboratory in Los Angeles, he was one of the first producers in the digital arena.

Lipman has also worked in live action, as an assistant director and a second-unit director on several feature films.  

Lipman graduated from the Art Center College of Design in Pasadena with a BFA in film.  Lipman is a member of both the Writers Guild and Directors Guild of America.

ROBIN BISSELL (Executive Producer) began his film career in 1998 as the associate producer on New Line Cinema’s Pleasantville.  In 2003, he served as executive producer on the motion picture adaptation of Laura Hillenbrand’s best-selling novel, “Seabiscuit.”  In 2007, Bissell produced the independent film Just Add Water, starring Dylan Walsh, Jonah Hill and Danny DeVito.


Prior to coming to Los Angeles to pursue a music career, Bissell studied at both the University of Maryland and Oxford University.  He has continued in music by composing and performing songs for several films including Pleasantville, The Big Lebowski, Seabiscuit and Just Add Water.

EVGENI TOMOV (Production Designer) is an esteemed illustrator, conceptual artist and production designer, specializing in feature animated films and animated television series and shorts.


In 1986, Tomov received a master’s degree in fine arts and illustration from the Nikolai Pavlovitch University of Fine Arts in Sofia, Bulgaria.  After graduation, Tomov lived in Sofia and worked as a freelance illustrator and live-drawing teacher.  He then moved to Montreal, Quebec, and for the next 14 years pursued work as a freelance illustrator and art director for advertising companies in the area.  Clients included Royal Bank, l’Orchestre symphonique de Montreál (OSM) and Lotto Québec.  

During this time, Tomov worked as an assistant art director on the Oscar®-nominated animated short film The Old Lady and the Pigeons.  He also worked as a background painter for the television series Fennec le Détective, for Cactus Animation, and was an environment design supervisor for CINAR Animation, where he developed the children’s television series Animal Crackers and Mona the Vampire.  Other children’s television series he worked on included Arthur, Ivanhoe and Caillou.

From 1999 to 2002, Tomov worked as the art director and production designer on the critically acclaimed animated feature The Triplets of Belleville.  The film was an Official Selection at the Cannes Film Festival in 2003, as well as at numerous other film festivals, and went on to be nominated for and win several film awards, including being nominated for an Oscar® for Best Animated Feature.

Tomov’s other work includes working as art director for the computer games Fas Antiquitas and Circus Tycoon; development production designer and art director for the 3D-animated film Beaks!; development production designer and art director for Barbacoa; and the visual development and environment designer for the animated feature The Illusionist for Pathé Pictures International.


MARK SOLOMON (Edited by) is a leading editor of animated feature films.  His credits include Chicken Run, a Golden Globe nominee for Best Picture, and Shrek, winner of the first Academy Award® for Best Animated Feature.  Other credits include Shark Tale, Stuart Little 2, Spirit: Stallion of the Cimarron, Space Jam and many others.  He has also edited several independent features, including Unbeatable Harold and Dating Games People Play.    


As a writer, Solomon contributed a chapter for the book “Transitions: Voices on the Craft of Digital Editing,” committing to print for the first time the unique challenges of editing animated feature films.  In documentaries, Solomon produced and directed the award-winning Himalayan HealthCare, about a medical trek in Nepal, and produced the American version of Leo Tolstoy (IFEX Films), a Russian-language biopic from the Mosfilm Studios.


Currently, Solomon lives in London with his wife and daughter, and serves as the interim head of editing at the London Film School. 

WILLIAM ROSS (Music by) is an award-winning composer and arranger whose work has spanned feature films, the recording industry and television.  He has composed music for such films as Ladder 49, Tuck Everlasting, My Dog Skip, Tin Cup, My Fellow Americans, September Dawn and the IMAX film The Young Black Stallion.  He adapted John Williams’ music from the original Harry Potter score for Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, for which he conducted the recording sessions with the London Symphony Orchestra at Abbey Road studios in London.  He has orchestrated more than 100 films including Forrest Gump, The Mummy Returns, The Matrix Reloaded, Father of the Bride and The Bodyguard.
Ross has arranged music and songs for a remarkable list of artists including Barbra Streisand, Celine Dion, Andrea Bocelli, Josh Groban, Whitney Houston, Kenny G., Michael Jackson, David Foster, Quincy Jones, Babyface, Bette Midler and Jennifer Lopez.  He recently arranged songs for Josh Groban’s record-breaking “Noel” album.  His orchestral arrangements have been featured in many films, including Titanic (Celine Dion’s “My Heart Will Go On”), The Quest for Camelot (“The Prayer,” with Andrea Bocelli and Celine Dion) and Enough (“Alive,” featuring Jennifer Lopez).

Ross is the recipient of two Emmy awards: Outstanding Music Direction (in 2007), for his work as music director of the 79th Annual Academy Awards ceremony, and Outstanding Achievement in Music Direction and Composition (in 1992), for his work on the episode “Fields of Honey” from the television series Steven Spielberg Presents…Tiny Toon Adventures, produced by Steven Spielberg.

Born and raised in Miami Beach, Florida, DEBRA ZANE, CSA (Casting by) is a graduate of Sarah Lawrence College in Bronxville, New York.  She began her casting career as an assistant to casting director David Rubin.  After seven years with David, ending with the happy collaboration as partners on such films as Get Shorty and Men in Black, Zane created Debra Zane Casting in 1996. 

Directors such as Bill Condon, Sam Mendes, Gary Ross, Ridley Scott, Steven Soderbergh and Steven Spielberg have called upon Zane to collaborate on the casting of their films.  Her list of credits include Wag the Dog, Pleasantville, The Limey,

American Beauty, Stuart Little, Galaxy Quest, Traffic, the Ocean’s Eleven franchise, Road to Perdition, Catch Me If You Can, Seabiscuit, Matchstick Men, The Terminal, Kingdom of Heaven, War of the Worlds, Jarhead, Dreamgirls, Things We Lost in the Fire and Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull. 

A member of the Casting Society of America, Zane has been nominated nine times for their Artios Award and has won three times.  She was the recipient of the Artios Award for Outstanding Achievement in Feature Film Casting–Drama for American Beauty in 2000, for Traffic in 2001 and for Dreamgirls in 2007.  The Screen Actors Guild honored the casts of American Beauty and Traffic with the Outstanding Performance by the Cast of a Theatrical Motion Picture Award.  The ensemble casts of Seabiscuit and Dreamgirls were nominees.  Zane was honored by the Hollywood Film Festival as Hollywood Casting Director of the Year in 2004.

Zane is a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
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