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THE 31st ISTANBUL FILM FESTIVAL EVENTS
The Istanbul Film Festival organised by the Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts with the sponsorship of AKBANK, promises two weeks full of events in its 31st edition. In addition to the film screenings, master classes, panel discussions, workshops, concerts and parallel events will be realised in relation to the festival themes.
Cinephiles who would like to attend master classes and talks which are free of charge can collect their tickets from the event venues as of 10 am on the event day and make bookings at Boğaziçi University Mithat Alam Film Center. All panel discussions and master classes participated by foreign directors and actors will have consecutive or simultaneous translation into Turkish. 
For the most up-to-date festival news and detailed information, please visit film.iksv.org/en and twitter.com/istfilmfest
MASTER CLASSES
· Saturday, 31 March at Salon İKSV, 16.00
MASTER CLASS: TERENCE DAVIES 
“THE DELIGHTS AND DANGERS OF AMBIGUITY”
Terence Davies has made a number of visually stunning, emotionally penetrating films, and the festival audience is familiar with his films –Distant Voices, Still Lives (1988) was screened as one of the “best of the 25 years of the Festival.” Employing personal memories and memories of cities as well, Davies’ narrative structures are cyclic rather than linear. He states, “The delights and dangers of ambiguity –It’s when things are shown to you (or in poetry and music, read or heard) that have only two meanings, which are revealed at a future time to resolve a narrative problem,” and his master class at the Festival will revolve around this central notion. Terence Davies’ latest film The Deep Blue Sea is also included in the Festival programme.
· Monday, 2 April at Salon İKSV, 16.00
MASTER CLASS: MARJANE SATRAPI 
“HOW I BECAME A FILMMAKER”
A storyteller of her own right, Marjane Satrapi is justly best known for her worldwide hit autobiography, Persepolis. However, she is also a star in the graphic novel realm with numerous comics including Persepolis 1-4, Embroideries, The Sigh, and Chicken with Plums. Born in Iran, Satrapi settled in France in 1994 where she joined the Atelier des Vosges, a group of modern comic-book illustrations. Taking advantage of her familiarity with both the European and Persian fairy tale tradition, her illustrations and films utilise elements from fairy tales, myths and legends. A guest of the Istanbul Film Festival with her latest film Chicken with Plums, which she co-directed with Vincent Paronnaud, Satrapi, at this master class, will discuss her inspirations, filmmaking, storytelling, and her career as a filmmaker.

· Monday, 9 April at Boğaziçi University Mithat Alam Film Center,   

16.00

MASTER CLASS: CORNELIU PORUMBOIU
One of the most prominent “New Wave” directors of Romania, Corneliu Porumboiu, was awarded the Camera d’Or prize is given to the best first film in Cannes, with his debut feature A Fost sau n-a fost / 12.08 East of Bucharest in 2006. Presenting the Romanian society wittily in his films, and drawing attention for his use of long shots, the director continued his career with Politist, Adjectiv / Police, adjective which was awarded “Un Certain Regard Jury Prize” in Cannes in 2009. Porumboiu, who comes to Istanbul this year to take part in the jury of the Golden Tulip International Competition, will give a master class on his directing experience, humour in daily life, differences between “the old world” and “the new world”, and sense of cinema, as a Romanian film-maker. 

Booking is strongly advised for those who would like to attend the master class. (filmcenter@boun.edu.tr; +90 212 359 73 81
· Thursday, 12 April at Salon İKSV, 16.00
MASTER CLASS: NURİ BİLGE CEYLAN
With his sense of cinema combining impressive images and the nuances of human nature, Nuri Bilge Ceylan, as one of the most stirring directors of today’s “auteur” cinema, will discuss in his master class, primarily his latest film Bir Zamanlar Anadolu’da / Once Upon A Time in Anatolia which was awarded numerous prizes worldwide including the “Grand Jury Prize” at Cannes Film Festival, being listed in the “Top 10 films” in many countries, along with the specifics of filmmaking and reveal the unknown aspects of the art. With clips shown from Once Upon A Time in Anatolia in which an ordinary police investigation turns into a meditation on humanity accompanied by gorgeous visuality, we will find the opportunity to explore the film with its director. Ceylan is also the president of the International Golden Tulip Competition Jury this year. 
PANELS
· Sunday, 8 April at Salon İKSV, 16.00
PANEL: MURATHAN MUNGAN MEETS SEVİN OKYAY
Poet-writer, playwright and scriptwriter Murathan Mungan... Translator, critic, jazz and crime aficionado Sevin Okyay... But first and foremost Mungan and Okyay are cinephiles.  Murathan Mungan took off with his career in the 1980s writing articles on film in several dailies and magazines; his university thesis is also on film. Sevin Okyay took off in 1975 as a culture and arts writer in dailies and magazines; she took part in the advisory committee of the Festival, and took on translations for the festival catalogue. Murathan Mungan, the president of the jury of the National Golden Tulip Competition and Sevin Okyay, the recipient of the 2012 Cinema Honorary Award, will get together for a very special film chat to illuminate the intersections of film, cinephilia and literature. 

· Monday, 9 April at Akbank Sanat, 16.00
PANEL DISCUSSION: TIGER AT THE MOVIES–WUXIA
Concentrating on the adventures of masters of martial arts, drawing inspirations form the history of China and popular heroes, WuXia is the most abundant genre in Chinese cinema productions. A special section allocated to WuXia films in the Istanbul Film Festival titled “A Chinese Cinema Tradition: WuXia”, presents the best and foremost examples of the genre where mind-boggling choreographies, stunning imageries and incessant action are in the lead. With 2012 declared as the Year of China Culture in Turkey, the WuXia genre and its place in the Chinese film industry will be put under the lens with all its might and colours in this panel.
· Wednesday, 11 April at Pera Museum Hall, 16.00
ROUNDTABLE: “FILMING REVOLUTION”

Never before, in the history of revolution, have unfolding events been documented as extensively in so many audio/visual formats. The ubiquity of recording devices, ready to hand in the form of compact dvcams, still cameras and mobile phones equipped with video capacity, etc., has meant that the archive of moving images of the current waves of insurrection and revolution is bulging beyond all previously imagined capacity. Social Networking too has had a role to play, from the iconic YouTube postings of the Iranian Green Movement, to the tweets and Facebook group formations, so alive for all to see. In this day of endless mediation, filming revolution has never been so accessible, yet the sheer magnitude of the archive, with so many unverifiable sources coming from indeterminately articulated positions, as well as the lightening fast demand to edit them into coherent narratives makes for a whole range of new challenges to representation. Istanbul Film Festival will hold a roundtable discussion with key filmmakers, scholars, archivists, and historians, to hash out the main hurdles and to perhaps illuminate the most creative solutions they have encountered to the challenges of filming revolution.

· Thursday, 12 April at Pera Museum Hall, 16.00
PANEL: “VAN EARTHQUAKE – ART IN RUINS”
Director Bülent Öztürk, in his film Waiting, which tells the story of the Van earthquake –included in the documentary programme of the festival– also focuses on child labour in the form of children collecting iron scraps in almost every district of Van. More evident in the region following the earthquake, poverty has certainly hurt mostly and firstly women and children. Therefore, we will discuss the current situation in the region with the participants who have witnessed what happened since the first day, in the light of rehabilitation activities conducted especially with women and children. Experiences while shooting the film in the earthquake region and the factors which affected the director in constructing his narrative style; social roles of women felt more harshly after the earthquake and their struggle with poverty, as well as their efforts to contribute to production through handicrafts; children’s exploration of songs, painting and films as a way to interpret and question what they have gone through and to express themselves….Following the panel, short films shot by children from Van Hangi İnsan Hakları? / Which Human Rights? (Collection, 10’) and Sevdalı Bulut / Loving Cloud (Animation, 3’) will be screened. 

· Friday, 13 April at Pera Museum Hall, 16.00
PANEL: HPPs AND DOCS
As exploitation rights of rivers are turned over to companies while Hydroelectric Power Plants (HPP) projects are underway, Black Sea valleys are converted into construction sites. This transformation eradicates humans, animals, plants –all kinds of life forms. Opposition movements against the destruction of the valleys expand each day. 

At this panel, three documentary films that tackle the destruction caused by HPPs and the opposition movements (A Few Brave People, Rüya Arzu Köksal; Against the Flow, Umut Kocagöz and Özlem Işıl; Damn the Dams, Osman Şişman and Özlem Sarıyıldız) will be examined with their directors, and the coverage of the anti-HPP struggle in documentaries, as well as how it conjoins with social opposition will be discussed. 
WORKSHOP AND CONCERT
· Wednesday, 11 April at Salon İKSV, 12.00

 WORKSHOP: NATHAN LARSON AND ERDEM HELVACIOĞLU  
         “CONTEMPORARY MUSIC FOR FILM – THE SUBTLE ART”
A workshop will be given by acclaimed film music composer Nathan Larson, whose filmography includes Velvet Goldmine (contributed songs with Shudder To Think), Boys Don’t Cry, Lilja 4-ever, Storytelling, Dirty Pretty Things, Prozac Nation, Palindromes, Choke, The Messenger, Margin Call, and Silent House, together with renowned Turkish contemporary and electronic music composer Erdem Helvacıoğlu. Nathan Larson will focus mainly on the creation process and the artistic and aesthetic qualities of film music, whereas Helvacıoğlu will concentrate on the usage of music and sound design in films, mixing, arrangement and the more technical phases of the process. During the interactive session, they will also present samples of their earlier works. Helvacıoğlu, Larson and Nina Persson will also give a concert the same day on their upcoming album which they are working on. Workshop attendance is free of charge.
· Wednesday, 11 April at Salon İKSV, 21.00
         CONCERT: 777 

NINA PERSSON, NATHAN LARSON, ERDEM HELVACIOĞLU

On the same day of the Contemporary Music for Film Workshop, film music composer Nathan Larson and Turkish contempo and electronic music composer Erdem Helvacıoğlu will be joined by Nina Persson, the world famous, multi-platinum selling singer of the The Cardigans and A Camp, to give an exclusive concert under the band name 777. With Nina Persson on vocals, Nathan Larson will be playing the electric bass and synthesizers, where Erdem Helvacıoğlu will be playing the electric guitar, the Togaman GuitarViol and controlling the live electronics. 
In the concert repertoire, there will be pieces from Nathan and Nina’s previous film scores like “Aviva Pastoral” from Palindromes, “The Bluest Eyes in Texas” from Boys Don’t Cry, as well as selections from A Camp albums. 
Moreover the trio will debut music from their new electronica based project they are currently working on. The philosophy behind these compositions is to update the usage of the live and sampled / processed voice as a rhythmic and melodic instrument in the tradition of Meredith Monk or Laurie Anderson, but within the pop song format. 

This one-time performance will be the premier concert of their as-yet untitled trio album, which Larson, Persson, and Helvacıoğlu plan to release in late 2012.
The tickets of Concert: 777 can be purchased through Biletix sales channels, and festival and Salon box offices: 35 TL (standing), 25 TL (student).
SCREENINGS
· Wednesday, 11 April at Pera Museum Hall, 19.00
 
SCREENING: TRT DOCUMENTARY AWARDS
Israel vs Israel 

Director: Terje Carlsson / Sweden / 2010 / 58’ / Hebrew-Arabic-English-Swedish; Turkish s.t.
International Category 1st Prize

This documentary is a about Jewish peace activists standing up against more than 40 years of occupation and illegal settlements. A grandmother, a rabbi, an anarchist and an ex-soldier –four Israelis trying to put an end to the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian Territories. Filmmaker Terje Carlsson is a freelance journalist based for many years in Jerusalem, working mostly for Swedish National Radio and Television.
The Past Is Not In The Past

Director: Mehmet Özgür Candan / Turkey / 2011 / 44’ / Turkish

National Professional Category 1st Prize

This film is based on the story of Tümay and her family, who witnessed three military coups and whose lives were destroyed following the 1980 military coup, and tries to shed a light on events that occurred from the viewpoint of a mother. The documentary tells the story of Tümay’s two daughters and her son-in-law, who were arrested and put to jail, connected by the common story of thousands of mothers who, like her, have slept at prison doorsteps to see their children. Born in 1979, director Mehmet Özgür Candan is a member of the Association of Documentary Filmmakers since 2007.

For further information: www.trtbelgesel.com
· Thursday, 12 April at Pera Museum Hall, 21.30
SCREENING: CONSCIENCE FILMS
Since 2009, with the invitation “Let’s Take a Look Through Our Conscience,” the Hrant Dink Foundation is calling upon everyone around the world capable of shooting a film, amateurs and professionals alike, to make films. The 62 short films that accepted this invitation and pointed their camera towards their consciences came together for the second time at the “Films About Conscience” project. The films, the longest of which lasts five minutes, call on us to take a look at the world through the eyes of conscience. These 62 films were reviewed by a jury composed of Arsinée Khanjian, Cüneyt Cebenoyan, Ferzan Özpetek, Hale Soygazi, Nadje Al-Ali and Rakel Dink. The 18 films selected by the jury are screened for the first time during the Istanbul Film Festival.

The short films to be shown under the scope of the selection: That Moment (Erman Zambak), Home Free (Müge Manuş), Unaware of What Lies in Wait (Serhan Mersin), Waiting (Emre Konuk), Ayşegül in Rebellion (Zeyno Pekünlü - Aylin Kuryel), Pure Evil (Nuray Onuk), Off the Record (Tufan Şimşekcan), Mainspring (Cengiz Güleryüz), Little Boxes (Ece Özkenel-Gözde Yetişkin), The Military Memories of a Child (Burkay Doğan), Swing (Bilal Çalay), We Want Fraternity (Özcan Vardar), Endless (Taylan Sinan Yılmaz), Days (Taner Alp), The Scarecrow (Razan Akramawy), Kevir (Bedirhan Sakci), Barefoot Justice (Özgür Demirci). 

Screenings are free of charge. 
For further info: www.filmsaboutconscience.org.
· Friday, 13 April at Beyoğlu Cinema, 16.00
HİSAR SHORT FILM SELECTION  2012

International Istanbul Film Festival will once more host the 10 best Turkish short films of the year. Organised by the Boğaziçi University Mithat Alam Film Center, the Hisar Short Film Selection since 2005 browses each year hundreds of short films made in Turkey, gathers submissions and brings together 10 best shorts selected by a jury. This year among 200 films submitted to the selection, the 10 best short films were selected by film critic Senem Aytaç, director Seren Yüce, actress Serra Yılmaz and producer Zeynep Özbatur Atakan. The first screening of the Hisar Short Film Selection will be made during the 31th Istanbul Film Festival.

The main goal of the Hisar Film Selection is to introduce successful short films and documentaries to the international platform, therefore to ensure their promotion and exposure abroad.

The films to be screened at the Hisar Short Film Selection are: Ali, This is Horse (Orhan İnce), I’ve Come And I Am Gone (Metin Akdemir), Secret Garden Of The City (Canan Altınbulak), The Prayer (Tuna Balkan), The Search (Çetin Baskın), In Out (Zeynep Merve Uygun), Red Alert  (Emre Akay), The Men With Water Fear (Selim Akgül, Selen Gel), Musa (Serhat Karaaslan), Tetrist (Mesrure Melis Bilgin).

The tickets for the Hisar Short Film Selection can be purchased through Biletix sales channels and festival box office, and the price is 5 TL.
· Monday, 2 April at Akbank Sanat, 14.00-18.00
Tuesday, 3 April at Akbank Sanat, 14.00-18.00
Friday, 6 April at Akbank Sanat, 18.00
AKBANK SANAT FILM DAYS
Akbank Sanat is organising a retrospective study in April, on master director Jos Stelling from Holland, in cooperation with the Netherlands Consulate General in Istanbul and Eye Film Institute. The most important films of the director, who achieved worldwide success in 1974 with Mariken van Nieumegen, will meet the audience in this programme. The films of the director to be shown under the retrospective: The Illusionist on Monday, 2 April at 14.00, The Pointsman at 18.00; No Trains No Planes on Tuesday, 3 April at 14.00 and Duska at18.00.
· Friday, 13 April at Akbank Sanat 14.00-18.00

Saturday, 14 April at Akbank Sanat, 16.00-18.00

THE 8th AKBANK SHORT FILM FESTIVAL: 
AWARD-WINNING FILMS

Taking place on March 19-29, the 8th Akbank Short Film Festival sought to present film buffs a pleasing festivity with participants from Turkey and abroad, new sections, workshops, and panel discussions. 

As each year, the award-winning films of the 8th Akbank Short Film Festival were selected by juries in three different categories. The competition films were reviewed by the pre-selection committee that consisted of documentary director Emel Çelebi, editor Bora Gökşingöl, and director Selim Evci.

The fiction category jury consisted of producer Zeynep Özbatur, actor Uğur Polat, film critic Cüneyt Cebenoyan, director Seren Yüce, and director of Akbank Sanat, Derya Bigalı, who chose the Best Fiction Film.

The documentary category jury members of the 8th Akbank Short Film Festival were writer Yekta Kopan, documentary directors Ethem Özgüven and Aysim Türkmen, journalist and film critic Burçak Evren, and director of Akbank Sanat, Derya Bigalı.

Screenings are free of charge.
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