31st ISTANBUL FILM FESTIVAL
31 MARCH–15APRIL 
COUNTDOWN TO ISTANBUL FILM FESTIVAL BEGINS
Countdown to the 31st Istanbul Film Festival organised by the Istanbul Foundation of Culture and Arts with sponsorship of AKBANK begins. Turkey’s biggest cinema event with 150 thousand followers in its thirtieth year, the programme of the Istanbul Film Festival is rich as it is always.

The 31st Istanbul Film Festival, with the festival sponsorship of AKBANK for the eighth time, will be held between 31 March and 15 April. The Istanbul Film Festival, keeping its leading position with the variety and quality of the movies presented, promises two whole weeks full of a film programme with more than 200 movies under more than 20 sections, famous guests, seminars and workshops with expert film makers, film classes, master classes, and concerts to cinephiles.
The festival programme presents a rich content to cinephiles as always. The festival will meet the audience this year with a wide spectrum selections expanding new feature movies of 2011 and 2012, unforgetable classic movies, and masterpieces of master directors, movies having world premieres in Sundance in January and in Berlin in February, National Golden Tulip, International Golden Tulip and FACE Human Rights Competitions, documentaries, and children movies. “Cinema and Music” section planned for the 40th year of İKSV as well as new sections like “Filming Revolution”, “What’s Happening in Greece?” and “A Chinese Film Tradition: WuXia”, “Within the Family” and 15-hour-long special view of Mark Cousins’s The Story of Film: An Odyssey stand out in the festival.
The programme of the 31st Istanbul Film Festival was announced on Wednesday, 7 March at the press conference held in İKSV Salon. Speakers during the press conference were İKSV Chairman of Board of Directors Bülent Eczacıbaşı, Akbank General Manager Hakan Binbaşıgil and Assistant Director of the Istanbul Film Festival Kerem Ayan.

Chairman of Board of Directors Bülent Eczacıbaşı, highlighting that the 31st Istanbul Film Festival will be the first event that İKSV will organize on its 40th year, stated: “The festival will continue to fulfill its responsibilities with regard to development of Turkish film industry, art of cinema, and festival culture with its carefully planned programme, cinema classes, presentations, workshops within the Meetings on Bridge platform and competitions. This year began with joyful news as we learned that significant steps were taken in order to renew Atatürk Cultural Centre, one of the most important places for culture and art in Istanbul, through public and private cooperation. It is important that representatives of public sector, undertaken the responsibility to support culture, embrace cultural places together with public sector for development of our city and country. We would like express our wish for taking a similar step for Emek Cinema on this day that we announced the programme of another Istanbul Film Festival without Emek Cinema. We hope that Cercle d’Orient building containing three different halls together with Emek Cinema will turn into a cultural island with a similar project undertaken by public and private cooperation.” 
Akbank General Manager Hakan Binbaşıgil highlighted the significant role of  İKSV on expanding global culture in Turkey and stated: "The Istanbul Film Festival started as a modest activity 31 years ago, is now an important international organization. Festival does not only bring cinephiles together with the most significant examples of the art of cinema every year but it also supports and represents our country's perspective of art and cinema with its great success. Being a sponsor for this highly important organization which is anticipated every year in excitement by cinephiles is always a source of proud for us." Binbaşgil added that there are two basic reasons for the success of the festival one of which is the vision anticipating the current state of the festival and the other is passionate cinephiles who start examining the catalogues before the festival, who wait in queues without geting tired or bored from the moment when ticket sales begin, who fills the movie theatres, and run between sessions. Binbaşıgil also stated that the Istanbul Film Festival, bringing lovers of art together with masterpieces and the selected examples of cinema from the whole world, will again welcome thousands of lovers of art this year. Binbaşgil added: "Festival will satisfy cinephiles with its rich programme. Films selected for Akbank Galas will continue presenting an incredible visual fest to the audience as they do every year." on behalf of festival sponsor AKBANK.
Kerem Ayan, Assistant Director of the Istanbul Film Festival, taking the floor in the press conference gave detailed information about the films in the festival programme.
WHEN AND WHERE TO GET THE FESTIVAL TICKETS?
Tickets for the Istanbul Film Festival will be on sale beginning on Saturday, 17 March at 10.00. Cinephiles can buy their tickets at the box offices of Atlas, Beyoğlu, and Nişantaşı Citylife (City's), Rexx in Kadıköy and through Biletix sales channels, Biletix call centers (0216 556 98 00) and biletix.com.

Ticket prices of the festival are determined as full 15 TL, student and senior (over 65) as 9 TL. Off-price tickets for morning sessions will continue this year; the morning sessions will be only 5 TL. 
Lale Card holders can continue to purchase priority tickets with special discounts. PasoFilm! Card for university and high-school students will continue to offer special advantages during the festival. Festival Sponsor AKBANK’s Axess card holders will enjoy 20% special discount for the tickets purchased during the festival (except for morning sessions in weekdays).
İKSV, expanding the scope of the project “BiTamBiÖğrenci” (OneFullOneStudent) started in 2007 and held with the support of several NGOs, invites everyone sensitive to the arts, to bring students who don’t have the chance to attend cultural events, together with the arts. Cinephiles enable 3-10 students attend to shows during the festival by supporting the project “BiTamBiÖğrenci” with 15 or 50 TL contributions.
MOVIE THEATRES OF THE FESTIVAL

Festival screenings will take place at 7 movie theatres: Atlas, Fitaş 1 and 4, Beyoğlu, and Pera Museum in Beyoğlu, CityLife Cinema (City’s) in Nişantaşı, and Rexx in Kadıköy as last year. 

Film show times are: 11.00, 13.30, 16.00, 19.00 and 21.30. Highly anticipated Midnight Cinema screening will continue this year. During the festival a film every Saturday will be screened at 24.00.

PRESS AND HOSPITALITY CENTRE OF THE FESTIVAL

The 31st Istanbul Film Festival’s press and hospitality centre will again be Akbank Sanat this year. Teknosa continues its technological support for the Press Centre, which will be open for all the accredited press members, and the Hospitality Centre, which will be open for all the guests coming to the festival. 
CINEMA HONORARY AWARDS AT THE FESTIVAL

Cinema Honorary Awards of the Istanbul Film Festival will be presented to five important names of cinema this year during the opening ceremony of the festival on Friday, 30 March at Lütfi Kırdar Convention and Exhibition Centre. 

Cinema Honorary Awards will be presented to four leading names of Turkish cinema: Director Ali Özgentürk, Ayşen Gruda and Halit Akçatepe, unforgettable actors of Turkish cinema, and Sevin Okyay, first woman movie critic of Turkey. Terence Davies, whose latest movie is anticipated after his 2008 praise to Liverpool Of Time and the City, will be in Istanbul for receiving the Cinema Honorary Award during the opening ceremony. Latest movie of the British director The Deep Blue Sea, starring Rachel Weisz, will be shown as the Opening Film of the 31st Istanbul Film Festival. The Deep Blue Sea will also be shown within the “Challenging the Years” section. Terence Davies will also give a master class within the festival. The class titled “The Delights and Dangers of Ambiguity” will be on Saturday, 31 March at 16:00 at Salon. 
Highly awarded At directed by Ali Özgentürk in 1978, Süt Kardeşler directed by Ertem Eğilmez in which Ayşen Gruda and Halit Akçatepe worked together and Hacivat Karagöz Neden Öldürüldü? by Ezel Akay in which Ayşen Guruda played “Kam Ana” will also be shown within the festival.
FESTIVAL OPENING AND CLOSING CEREMONIES

The opening ceremony of the 31st Istanbul Film Festival will be held on Friday, 30 March at Lütfi Kırdar Convention and Exhibition Centre. After the ceremony aired live on NTV, the festival will officially begin with The Deep Blue Sea by Terence Davies who will be in Istanbul for receiving the Cinema Honorary Award. 

The Golden Tulips and other awards of the Istanbul Film Festival will be presented during the closing ceremony of the festival aired lived on CNN Türk on Saturday, 14 April at Lütfi Kırdar Convention and Exhibition Centre. 
ISTANBUL FILM FESTIVAL ADVISORY BOARD

The Istanbul Film Festival Advisory Board was renewed this year: director Semih Kaplanoğlu, producer Zeynep Özbatur Atakan, and movie critic Esin Küçüktepepınar are the members of the board. Atilla Dorsay, who has been a member of the Advisory Board since establishment years of the festival, will continue supporting the Istanbul Film Festival as an Honorary Member of the Advisory Board.
Considering the increasing number of documentaries during the recent years, an Advisory Board for Documentaries has been formed within the festival. Director Berke Baş, director and academic Can Candan, director Elif Ergezen, academic Alisa Lebow and movie critic Alin Taşçıyan are the members of the board.

GREAT SUPPORT FROM THE SPONSORS OF ISTANBUL FILM FESTIVAL!

The 31st Istanbul Film Festival is supported by more than 20 institutions. Apart from the Festival Sponsor AKBANK, there are 6 Theme Sponsors among the supporters:

· Efes

“National Competition and Turkish Cinema”

· Sabah Newspaper 


“From the World of Festivals”

· Colin’s




“Young Masters”

· NTV 




“Documentary Time with NTV”

· European Council

“Human Rights in Cinema Competition”

· Size Magazine

“Midnight Madness”

Also “Akbank Galas” under the sponsorship of AKBANK are shown as part of the festival.
Groupama and Groupama Gan Foundation for Cinema continues its partnership with the Istanbul Film Festival, initiated five years ago, with “Special Screening: Turkish Classics Revisited”, a section that brings the masterpieces of Turkish cinema to the silver screen. This year Halit Refiğ’s Gurbet Kuşları / Birds of Foreign Lands (1964) will be restored by Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University Cinema-TV Centre for festival viewers.

The Work in Progress Workshop of the Meetings on the Bridge is sponsored by 1000Volt, while the Film Development Workshop is sponsored by Melodika.

Kavaklıdere, AKFA and Turyol are among the institutions supporting the festival…

The publicity campaign of the Istanbul Film Festival is prepared by Alametifarika.
The leading sponsor of the Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts is Eczacıbaşı, the Offical Airlines is Turkish Airlines, the Official Communications Sponsor is Vodafone, the Official Carrier is DHL Express, and the Service Sponsors are Ergo Insurance, Fida Film and GFK.
The 31st Istanbul Film Festival is organised by great support of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Republic of Turkey. Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality and Beyoğlu Municipality also provides publicity support for the festival.
İKSV 40th YEAR SPECIAL SECTION: “CINEMA AND MUSIC”

The Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts, undertaking an important role in culture and art life in Istanbul with the festivals and activities, celebrates its 40th anniversary in 2012. The Istanbul Film Festival will also celebrate the 40th year of İKSV with a special section in its programme. In its early years, the İKSV festival programme focused mostly on classical music, but over time other artistic fields such as film, theatre, dance, art exhibitions and contemporary music were added. Later on, İKSV gathered all these art disciplines under the scope of different festivals. In the section “Cinema and Music”, which emphasises multidisciplinary structure of İKSV, a musical film selected for each 10 year period since the establishment of İKSV in 1973, will meet the audience. 
Unforgettable musical New York New York by Martin Scorsese takes the audience to a journey full of jazz in 1940’s America. Starring Liza Minelli and Robert De Niro in the 1977 musical, it tells the love story of two musicians.

Alan Parker’s musical documentary Pink Floyd The Wall inspired from Pink Floyd’s music, lyrics, and especially from the legendary 1982 album The Wall will take the audience to 1980’s. Screenplay of the 1982 movie belongs to Roger Waters, bass player and vocal of Pink Floyd. 

In this special section for the 40th year of the Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts, a movie full of kitch dance and music with colorful costumes The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert by Stephan Elliot for 1990’s and a stylized love story Moulin Rouge by Baz Luhrmann starring Nicole Kidman and Ewan McGregor for 2000’s will be presented.
The 2010’s are represented by a musical from the latest edition of the Cannes Film Festival. Followers of the festival know French auteur Christophe Honoré with his succesful movies Les Chansons d'amour, La Belle Personne and Non ma fille, tu n'iras pas danser. In 2011 movie Beloved, Catherine Deneuve and her daughter Chiara Mastroianni are starring. The movie, telling love stories of a mother and her daughter throughout 43 years between 1964 and 2007, was presented at the closing ceremony of the Cannes Film Festival.  
GOLDEN TULIP EXCITEMENT AT THE FESTIVAL

International Golden Tulip Competition

In the “International Competition” section of the 31st Istanbul Film Festival, 11 films that received attention from film circles, dealing with themes of art and artist or literature adaptations, will compete for the Golden Tulip. The International Competition Golden Tulip Award, presented in memory of Şakir Eczacıbaşı, will be supported with the 25.000 Euros award by the Eczacıbaşı Group. The director of the winning film will receive 10.000 Euros, the company which will distribute the film in Turkey will receive 10.000 Euros, and the remaining 5.000 Euros will be given to the film that receives the Special Jury Award. 
The International Competition films will be presented to the audience and international jury for the Golden Tulip Award at the second week of the festival. The jury of the 31st Istanbul Film Festival International Golden Tulip Competition will be headed by prominent director Nuri Bilge Ceylan. Actor Hiam Abbas, director Brillante Mendoza, director Corneliu Porumboiu, and journalist Elçin Yahşi are among the Golden Tulip International Competition Jury with Nuri Bilge Ceylan.
The Loneliest Planet by Julia Loktev welcomes us in the International Golden Tulip Competition as an independent film, a mixture of romantic drama and suspense. The movie with Gael Garcia Bernal starring takes place in mountainous forests of Georgia. Director Julia Loktev will be in Istanbul in the second week of the festival.

A Germany and Ireland coproduction Death of a Superhero is a great, emotional, funny, intimate and modern movie mixing live shootings with animation in an innovative touch. Andy Serkis known for Rise of the Planet of the Apes and The Lord of the Rings triology is starring in the movie adapted from a novel by Ian FitzGibbon won Golden Tulip in 2009 Istanbul Film Festival with The Film with me in It.
Bonzai premiered in Cannes in “Un Certain Regard” section is the second movie of Chilean director Cristian Jimenez following Ilusiones ópticas. The story of the film on love, books, and plants focuses on a South American hero in Buster Keaton style. Natalia Galgani, one of the actors in the movie, will participate to the festival as a guest. 
Wuthering Heights, adaptation of the famous Victorian novel by Emily Brontë, follows the lead of director Andrea Arnold’s highly credited Red Road and Fish Tank. The movie, with Best Cinematography Award from 2011 Venice Film Festival and Best Director of Photography and Young Actor awards from 2011 Valladolid Film Festival, is beyond a routine period drama. It is a new, coregeous, and naturalist revenge story taking place in the 19th century at a farm in Yorkshire.
In his latest movie, Amir Naderi, one of the most effective names of the New Iranian cinema focuses on a film-maker who engaged himself to restore the artistic quality of classical movies. 2011 Cut received the Best Actor Award and Special Jury Prize from 2012 Takasaki Film Festival in Japan. Amin Naderi will be among the guests of the Istanbul Film Festival. 
Latest movie by French director Robert Guédigian, The Snows of Kilimanjaro, which was premiered in Cannes Film Festival under the “Un Certain Regard” is named after the famous short story by Ernest Hemingway. It is the story of how the life of a docker, Michel, who lives happily with his family and friends even though he lost his job, changed after he was attacked with a gun.  
Cracks in the Shell by Christian Schwochow, awarded in the Best Actress category in Karlovy Vary Film Festival and won the Jury Prize of Churches Assemble, is the story of a drama student who was not recognized on the stage but started to come out of his shell after he was selected to the leading part. Awarded actor, Stine Fischer Christensen, of the movie will meet with the Istanbul audience as a guest of the festival.
The Delay, awarded with the Jury Prize of Churches Assemble in Berlin Film Festival and special award granted by the readers of the newspaper, Der Tagesspiegel, is the fifth movie of Uruguayan director Rodrigo Pla. Mother of three children, Maria who works in a textile factory during the day has to look after his father at nights. Maria cannot take this physical and psychological burden anymore. Therefore she makes a plan leaving his father somewhere and calling social services and letting them place his father to a senior house. Producer of the movie Sandino Saravia will be in Istanbul as a guest of the festival.  
Albert Nobbs, the latest movie of the screenwriter and director Rodrigo Garcia, son of famous author Gabriel García Márquez, was nominated to Academy Awards including Best Actress with Glenn Close, Best Supporting Actress (Janet McTeer), and Best Makeup. The film is the story about a woman who forgets her own identity by disgusing as a man to find a proper job and trying to collect money in order to be able to open her own shop.
A Royal Affair by Nikolaj Arcel and Oslo, 31 August by Joachim Trier, who previously won the Golden Tulip Award with Reprise, will also compete in the International Golden Tulip Competition. 

National Competition and Turkish Cinema
Efes sponsors “National Competition and Turkish Cinema” section of the Istanbul Film Festival again as in the last 25 years. In Turkish Cinema section of the Istanbul Film Festival, including movies completed in 2011-2012 season, there will be approximately 40 movies under National Competition as well as Out of Competition, Documentaries and New Turkish Cinema sections.
National Golden Tulip Competition

Twelve movies completed in 2011-2012 season will compete in National Golden Tulip this year in the festival. Head of jury for the 31st Istanbul Film Festival Golden Tulip National Competition will be director, screenwriter, poet, and author Murathan Mungan. 

In the festival, the National Competition Jury will distribute awards in 9 categories including Best Picture, Best Director, Best Actress, Best Actor, Best Screenplay, Best Cinematography, Best Editing, Best Music, and Special Jury Award.
Best Picture selected by the National Competition Jury will be awarded with 150.000 TL, Best Director with 50.000 TL, Best Actress and Best Actor with 10.000 TL. Special Jury Award supported with monetary award in 2011 for the first time will be given by Efes this year. Director of one of the movies among the National Golden Tulip Competition awarded with Special Jury Award in memory of Onat Kutlar will be given 30.000 US dollars by Efes in order to be used for the next film. 
This year, 12 movies will be vying for Golden Tulip in National Competition of the festival before the jury. Following are the competition movies 3 of which will have the Turkey premiere while 4 will have world premiere:  

· Tepenin Ardı / Beyond the Hill / Emin Alper (Turkey Premiere)
· Ben Uçtum, Sen Kaldın / I Flew, You Stayed / Mizgin Müjde Arslan (World Premiere)
· İz-Rêç / Trace / M. Tayfur Aydın

· Lal Gece / Night of Silence / Reis Çelik (Turkey Premiere)
· Can / Raşit Çelikezer
· Yeraltı / Inside / Zeki Demirkubuz

· Babamın Sesi / Voice of My Father / Orhan Eskiköy & Zeynel Doğan (Turkey Premiere)
· Ana Dilim Nerede? / Where is My Mother Tongue? / Veli Kahraman (World Premiere)
· Yurt / Muzaffer Özdemir
· Ferahfeza / Ships / Elif Refiğ (World Premiere)
· Şimdiki Zaman / Present Tense / Belmin Söylemez (World Premiere)  
· Nar / The Pomegranate / Ümit Ünal 
Out of Competition 

Five movies will be shown under “Out of Competition” heading in Turkish Cinema section of the Istanbul Film Festival. Kurtuluş Son Durak / Last Stop Salvation by Yusuf Pirhasan, Güzel Günler Göreceğiz / To Better Days by Hasan Tolga Pulat, Yangın Var / In Flames by Murat Saraçoğlu, and Celal Tan ve Ailesinin Aşırı Acıklı Hikâyesi / The Extremely Tragic Story of Celal Tan and His Family by Onur Ünlü and Velvet / Kadife by Erdoğan Kar will meet the audience under Out of Competition section of the festival.
New Turkish Cinema

Within the “New Turkish Cinema” section, Aşk ve Devrim / Love and Revolution by F. Serkan Acar, Ön Görüye Ağıt / Lament for Foresight by Savaş Baykal, Ölü Bölgeden Fısıltılar / Whispers of Dead Zone by Fırat Çağrı Beyaz, Semi by Refik Çakar, Mar / Snake by Caner Erzincan, Hicaz by Erdal Rahmi Hanay, El Yazısı / One Day or Another by Ali Vatansever, Geriye Kalan / What Remains by Çiğdem Vitrinel Özcan, Karaman by Tamer Yiğit and Branka Prlic and Diğer Yol / The Other Way by Oğuz Çiçek will meet with the festival audience.
Documentaries
The documentary selection by the Advisory Board for Documentaries of the festival among more than 60 applications will be shown under “Documentaries’’ of “Turkish Cinema’’ section.
Ich Liebe Dich / I Love You by Emine Emel Balcı, Sensiz Yaşanmaz / Can’t Leave Without You by Bertan Başaran, Türkçe: Pekiyi / Turkish A+ by Murat Bayramoğlu, 1+8 by Angelika Brudniak and Cynthia Madansky, Mezarlık / The Cemetery by Mehmet Salih Çelik and Sevgi Akdaş, 800 KM Engelli / 800 KM Hurdles by Murat Erün, Bir Hayatı Masal Gibi Anlatmak! / Life as a Fable a Narrative! by Hüseyin Karabey, Beklemek / Waiting by Bülent Öztürk, Anlat Bana-Dövmeler/Ağıtlar/Hikayeler / Tell Me-Tatoos/Laments/Stories by Uğraş Salman and Mehmet Sait Tunç, İşte Böyle / Damn the Dams by Osman Şişman and Özlem Sarıyıldız and Roman İstanbul by Özgür Akgül will meet the audiences for the first time within the scope of the Istanbul Film Festival.  

FIPRESCI AWARD
The International Federation of Film Critics (FIPRESCI) will distribute its own awards in the Istanbul Film Festival as in the previous years. One movie from the International Competition and one movie from the National Competition will receive the FIPRESCI Award. The FIPRESCI jury will have Pamela Bienzóbas from Chile as head of jury, Dieter Wieczorek from France, Nicole Santé from The Netherlands, Noura Borsali from Tunusia, Erman Ata Uncu and Kerem Akça from Turkey. 
RADİKAL NEWSPAPER PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD

As previous years, one of the media sponsors of the Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts, Radikal Newspaper will present one film from both National and International Competitions with the Radikal People’s Choice Award. Two films receiving the award will be determined by the audience who will submit their votes to the Radikal voting boxes at the festival theatres. A drawing between participants will determine two lucky festival followers who will travel to an international film festival as guests of Radikal newspaper. 
THE FILM AWARD OF COUNCIL OF EUROPE – FACE
FACE – The Film Award of the Council of Europe, which began six years ago and only in the Istanbul Film Festival, continues to be awarded with the support of the Council of Europe. The FACE Award will be presented to one of the films screened at Human Rights in Cinema section, which raises public consciousness and sensitivity to human rights related issues. In the Human Rights in Cinema section with 10 movies, a representative from the Council of Europe will present the FACE award statue and 10.000 Euros to the director of the winning film at the Closing Ceremony of the Film Festival. Eurimages Fund of the Council of Europe supporting co-production, distribution, and presentation of European cinema is a partner to the FACE Award. 

Juanita Wilson, who was awarded last year with the movie As If I'm not There, will preside over the FACE jury.

Recent movie by Iranian director Muhammed Rasulof, Good Bye, which has similarities to his own story, is one of the movies which will compete for FACE award in Human Rights in Cinema section. Rasulof, who was on trial with Cafer Panahi for “crimes against Iranian Government” and could not attend premiere of his movie in Cannes, tells the story of a young lawyer living in Teheran and seeking for visa in order to leave the country. Rasulof, who is be in Istanbul to present his film, was awarded in Best Director category in 2011 Cannes Film Festival in “Un Certain Regard” section with his movie shot in Iran in 2001. 

The latest movie by Bencef Liegauf, Just the Wind is one of the movies of the competition. Turkish audience knows the director with his movies Womb and Milky Way. The movie on murdering of Gypsy families in a village in Hungary, won the Grand Jury in 2012 Berlin Film Festival and Peace Award of Amnesty International.

Animated documentary feature film Crulic - The Path to Beyond directed by Anca Damian tells the real story of 33-year-old Romanian Claudiu Crulic who died in a prison in Poland during a hunger strike. The movie was awarded by Amnesty International in CPH: DOX 2011 in Kopenhagen and Cottbus Assemble Churches Prize in 2011. Director of the movie, Anca Damian, will be in Istanbul on the second week of the festival in order to meet with followers of the festival.

The Second feature film by the director Vincent Garenq Guilty is the horrifying journey of an innocent man oppressed under the problematic judicial system. The director will be in Istanbul in order to meet with the festival audience.
In “Human Rights in Cinema” section Gelecek Uzun Sürer / Future Lasts Forever by Özcan Alper and Simurg / Simurgh by Ruhi Karadağ represent Turkey for the Film Award of the Council of Europe. Özcan Alper awarded more than 30 times both in and outside of Turkey with his first film Sonbahar tells the story of a woman who goes to Diyarbakır for collection of requiems for her musical research at university and people she met there in his second film. In Simurgh by journalist and director Ruhi Karadağ, hunger strikes in Bayrampaşa Prison against F Type prisons in 2000 and later “Back to Life Operations” are investigated in the movie.

Other movies in competition for the Film Award of the Council of Europe:

· Terraferma / Emanuele Crialese / Italy-France

· Roza / Wojciech Smarzowski / Polond 

· Omar Killed Me / Roschdy Zem / France

· The Sleeping Voice / Benito Zambrano / Spain 

AN AKBANK GALA EVERY WEEKDAY NIGHT AT THE FESTIVAL

At Akbank Galas, one of the popular sections of the Istanbul Film Festival, premiers of the awaited prominent films, appealing to wide audience and where famous stars meet with master directors, will be at Nişantaşı Citylife City’s theatres.

Latest movie of Michael Winterbottom, director of 24 Hour Party People and The Trip, Trishna adopts Thomas Hardy’s 19th century classical novel Tess of the d’Urbervilles to today’s India. Indian model and actress Freida Pinto, drawing attention with her role in Slumdog Millionaire acts as an Indian girl who fell in love with a British man. 

Polisse with the Jury Prize of Cannes Film Festival is the latest movie by screenwriter, director, and actress Maïwenn. The movie, mixing public sensitivity with comedy and action, follows police personnel working in the child protection unit in Paris. Director Maïwenn acts as the photographer Melissa in the movie. 

Marjane Satrapi making a hit with Persepolis is one of the highly anticipated names of Akbank Galas with her latest movie Chicken with Plums story of which she wrote again with Vincent Paronnaud. Cast of the movie includes Isabella Rossellini, Chiara Mastroianni and Mathieu Amalric. It is a love story focusing on Iranian myths and locating Iran as one of the countries with an upside down social life as a result of political turmoil. Satrapi will be in Istanbul in order to attend the festival and teach a film class on Monday, April 2 at 16:00 at Salon. 
The Players is composed of short movies on unfaithfulness by seven French directors including Michel Hazanavicius and Jean Dujardin who took the award season by storm with Artist. Famous actors of the French cinema such as Guillaume Canet, Sandrine Kiberlain, Mathilda May are in the movie. 

Famous director Martin Scorsese’s latest movie George Harrison: Living In the Material World on George Harrison one of the most effective musicians of the world, will be one of the Akbank Gala movies drawing attention the most. Latest musical biography by Scorsese focuses, just like No Direction Home: Bob Dylan, on a legend shaping the culture. The movie was coproduced by George Harrison’s wife Olivia Harrison who will also come to Istanbul as a guest of the festival. It begins with the stormy rock’roll stories of Beatles and focuses on the life of George Harrison as a successful film maker, a genius who had great contributions to world music and a family man.
Among the other movies forefronting in Akbank Galas is the bestseller Headhunters, which is compared to Swedish “Millenium” series, by Norwegian detective stories writer Jo Nesbø. Directed by Morten Tyldum drawing attention by his recent successful thrillers, the movie is about the adventurous story of “brain hunter” Roger, who steals works of art in order to cover his increasing expenses while he is planning his biggest jackpot.
Julie Delpy’s latest movie 2 Days in New York, L’ordre et la morale by Matthieu Kassowitz who is widely recognized with La Haine, and the latest movie of John Madden, The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel will also be shown in Akbank Galas section. John Madden, widely known for Shakespeare in Love will be in Istanbul to present his film. 
SPECIAL SCREENING: TURKISH CLASSICS REVISITED

The Istanbul Film Festival with the co-operation of Groupama and Groupama Gan Foundation for Cinema continues to bring cinephiles together with prominent works of Turkish cinema. 
Halit Refiğ’s Birds of Exile (1964) will be shown with its restored copy within the festival. Screenplay of the movie was written by Halit Refiğ while Orhan Kemal wrote the dialogues. It is about the struggle of a family migrating from Kahramanmaraş to Istanbul in the search for a better life. Important names of the Turkish cinema such as Tanju Gürsu, Filiz Akın, Özden Çelik, Pervin Par and Cüneyt Akın have the leading roles in the movie.
With the cooperation of Groupama and Groupama Gan Foundation for Cinema, cinephiles had the opportunity to watch restored copies of 1979 On Fertile Lands by Erden Kıral in the 27th Istanbul Film Festival, 1949 Strike the Whore by Ö. Lütfi Akad in the 28th Istanbul Film Festival, 1978 The Girl with the Red Scarf by Atıf Yılmaz in the 29th Istanbul Film Festival, and 1958 Three Friends by Memduh Ün last year. 
NEW TO THE FESTIVAL

Filming Revolution

One of the special sections of this year’s festival, “Filming Revolution”, especially focusing on Arab Spring will question stories of public movements and rebellions all around the world by using cinema and investigate “how revolutions are filmed”. It gathers contemporary revolution movies from Tunusia and Egypt with movies telling stories from Morocco, Yemen, and Ukraine in cooperation with academic and film-maker Alisa Lebow, docIstanbul. The section will bring a new perspective to the events in recent months by gathering previous movies with contemporary revolution movies. There will be eight feature films and one short film in the section. 

Within the section, there will be a panel moderated by Alisa Lebow who is also a member of the advisory board for documentaries. The panel, to be held on Wednesday 11 April in Pera Museum will discuss revolution, social media, and cinema with heroes who are actual parts of these events, and record and document them and also will discuss difficulties of “filming revolutions”. Mosireen Media Collective members historian Khaled Fahmy and film-maker Hanan Abdalla from Cairo, DocBox Festival organizer, film-maker, producer, archivist Orwa Nyrabia from Damascus, Iranian Cinema specialist from Sorbonne Agnès Devictor, film-makers Ben Cheikh from Tunusia and Andrei Zagdansky from Ukraine will also participate to the panel. 
In In the Shadow of a Man Egyptian documentarist Hannan Abdalla turns her camera to Egyptian women who can only exist in the society in the roles defined by their gender. Four women of different ages and from different socio-cultural backgrounds tell what happened after Egyptian revolution from their perspectives. It is a courageous and intimate documentary ready for a political outburst which enables us to understand what being a woman means in Egypt. Another documentary on Egypt is Democracy 76 by Wael Omar. The short movie investigates the breaches and limitations during the first multi-candidate elections of the country in 2005.

1966 Battle of Algiers by Gillo Pontecorvo was nominated to Academy Awards in three categories and won Golden Bear and FIPRESCI in Venice, and United Nations Award in BAFTA. The movie, long banned in France, tells Morroccan Revolution which is important with its unique independence prespective and success among other indepence struggles in the Arab Africa. 

In Iran, hundreds of thousands of people poured into streets after the presidential elections in June 2009; but the only videos reached the world are those shot by amateurs by mobile phones and shared through youtube or via e-mail. Fragments of a Revolution composing of such videos shall meet festival audience as a movie without a single director, completed together as a movie of solidarity with an anonymous director.

Orange Winter by Andrei Zagdansky is on electoral fraud causing protests known as Orange Revolution in Ukraine in 2004.

Tahrir-Liberation Square by Stefano Savona, and a both visually and politically brave movie Leila and the Wolves by Heiny Srour, Rouge Parole focusing on last year’s events in Tunus by Elyes Baccar and No More Fear by Mourad Ben Cheikh are among the movies which will be shown within the section.
What’s Happening in Greece?

Greek Cinema draws attention with its recent rise especially in a period in which the country is backed in corner with memorandums of IMF and European Union and pessimism of the general public increase with ambiguity of country’s economical future. This new movement separating itself from “New Greek Cinema” in 1970’s and 1980’s with themes, styles, and creative working styles creates excitement in international festivals like Cannes and Venice. This year, festival has a special section for Greek Cinema which is hybrid in terms of style and genre, composing of solid and realist stories investigating family and human relations without regarding political issues, and addressing social realities with innovative narrative techniques. 5 examples of striking Greek Cinema will meet the audience in the section “What’s Happening in Greece?”
Alps, higly anticipated latest movie by Yorgos Lanthimos, who is the director of Dogtooth awarded in Cannes and nominated to Academy Awards in 2009, won the Best Screenplay in Venice Film Festival where it was first shown. A nurse, a healthcare professional, a gymnast, and coach come together and replace death people by request of their loved ones. Story of the movie will affect the audience at least as Dogtooth did. 

L, written by Efthimis Filippou who is also the screen writer of Dogtooth and Alps and competed in Sundance and Rotterdam, is first feature film of Babis Makridis. The movie tells the story of a man who lives in his car after he has been dismissed from his job and his discovery of himself and all the things he thinks he knew. Director Babis Makridis turns the tragic hitting the bottom story to an optimist and absurd story with a narrative far from clichés. 

In his second documentary Raw Material, Christos Karakepelis investigates the life in suburbs just outside Athens in a time when echos of economical crisis were not heard. He focuses on a group of foreign and Greek citizens with Albanians, Turks, and Indians within the perspective of metal recycling. We have the opportunity to see the consumption frenzy through the eye of a “foreigner”.

 

Latest movie by Spiros Stathoulopoulos, director of PVC-1 shown in Human Rights in Cinema Competition in 2008 Istanbul Film Festival, Meteora competed for Golden Bear in Berlin. The movie is about complicated love of a monk and a nun in a monastery full of passion and guilt.

Unfair World, awarded with both Best Director and Best Actor in San Sebastian Film Festival, by ironic director Filippos Tsitos presents current status of Greek society by using successful acting of Antonis Kafetzopoulos, who was born in Istanbul, and tragicomical human aspects. Antonis Kafetzopoulos will be in Istanbul as a guest of the festival.

A Chinese Film Tradition: WuXia

A special section was planned in the programme of the Istanbul Film Festival on the occasion of “2012 The Year of China in Turkey” aiming cultural affiliation between Turkey and China and improvement of political relations. The special section “A Chinese Film Tradition: WuXia” includes WuXia films which is genre focusing on adventures of martial artists. Chinese cinema produces most movies in Wuxia tradition. Eight movies made into the cinema history with incredible choreographies, amazing visual shows and unstoppable action will meet with the festival audience. 
Ashes of Time is the only martial arts movie in the grand master Wong Kar-Wai’s filmography. It is a 1994 epic melodrama adapting current stream of thoughts on dystopia to ancient China. Critics praised the movie by calling it “a painting with brush strokes”. Wong Kar-Wai renewed the editing of the movie, improved colours, went over the music, and shortened the movie seven minutes four years later. 

Epic film Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon, with Best Director award in Golden Globes and Best Art Direction-Set Decoration, Best Cinematography, Best Foreign Language Film, Best Music in Academy Awards, by Ang Lee is a fest with brilliant visual effects and impressive action scenes. The movie is about the journey of a master of martial arts Li in revenge for the death of his master in 19th century. 

Two movies by the Chinese director Zhang Yimou will be shown within the section. Highly awarded and nominated to Academy Awards in Best Cinematography category, 2004 House of Flying Daggers is a martial movie full of color, action, mystery, love, and passion. Another movie by the director 2002 Hero brings a new perspective to love, war, period, and Wuxia movies. The movie is an action masterpiece with amazing costumes, brilliant visuality and choreographies.

1993 movie The Bride with White Hair by Ronny Yu tells the impossible love between two warriors who are from different clans and enemy to one another. Action never ends in the movie, and amazing colors, fantastic atmosphere and unforgettable choreographies grasp attention.

Within the Family

Another brand new section at the Istanbul Film Festival, “Within the Family” explores the concept of family and family encounters that are clearly transforming in the 21st century. The films presented in this section provide an unorthodox perspective to the phenomenon of family, and visit themes such as intergenerational controversies, conflicts and even hostilities among family members, and tragedies built upon the frailty of family ties. 

Latest movie by Mika Kaurismäki, one of the most significant directors of the Finnish cinema, Brothers inspired from The Brothers Karamazov is the story of reunion of three brothers with the same father from different mothers. Brothers who did not see one another for years but met for the 70th birthday of their father review their relationship and remember some painful memories from their past.
Footnote is the latest movie of Israeli director Joseph Cedar who won Best Screenplay in Cannes Film Festival and nominated to Academy Awards in Best Foreign Language Movie category. While showing the competition between a father and a son, the movie also draws attention to great difference between generations. 
With his second film Courage, Greg Zglinski, one of the most successful students of Polish master Krzysztof Kieslowski, presents a Hitchcockian suspense that deals with faith, vulnerability of life and morals. The film received awards at the 2011 Gdynia Festival (Poland) for Best Screenplay, Best Debut-Second Film, and Best Supporting Actress. Robert Wieckiewicz, who received Best Artist Award in 2011 Warsaw Festival with his role, will also visit the festival. 

The latest film of João Canijo, Blood of My Blood, presents a family tragedy that stems from the clash of unconditional love and the facts of life. The film received two awards at the San Sebastian Film Festival, including the FIPRESCI Award. Actress Rita Blanco, who received 2011 Caminhos Festival’s Best Actress Award, will be in Istanbul for the festival.

French director Ursula Meier’s latest film Sister focuses on the profound relationship of Simon, who leads a life with stealing from rich tourists at a ski resort in Switzerland, with his sister Louise. Presented with the Silver Bear Special Award at the Berlinale in 2012, the film exposes the contradictions of a society which appears to be in total welfare, through the portrait of a kid accompanied with epic and everlasting visuals. 

Antidepressant 

“Antidepressant” section, which was a part of the Istanbul Film Festival in 2010 and got high credits, will again present a selection of movies which take life lightly, make the audience think while also enjoying them and look at humor and world from a different angle. 
Belgian director trio Bruno Romy, Dominique Abel and Fiona Gordon, who joined to the International Competition in 2009 with their movie Rumba, is a guest of the festival with their latest movie The Fairy. The movie premiered in Cannes Film Festival tells the impossible love story between a human and a fairy in an entertaining way based on body language. 

Starbuck by Ken Scott is an actful Quebecian comedy. A middle aged but young-minded lazy man, David, learns that he is the father of 533 children as a result of his donation to the sperm bank and starts meeting his children by disguising his identity.

Latest movie Damsels in Distress of the master director of comedy movies Whit Stillman, who was nominated to Academy Awards with his first movie Metropolitan, was the closing movie of the Venice Film Festival. The movie is about three beautiful girls who try to change the moods of the students in a high-school full of depressed kids. 

A Danish movie Superclasico by Ole Christian Madsen one of the first nine movies in the Academy Awards competition is in the Antidepressant section. The movie is about a breaking Danish family and their days in Argentina full of vine, passion, and football during famous derby game “superclasico.”

CLASSICAL SECTIONS OF THE FESTIVAL

From the World of Festivals

“From the World of Festivals” section with the sponsorship of Sabah Newspaper presents mostly awarded nearly 25 movies by prominent directors which were shown in respectable festivals to the festival audience. 

Elles directed by Malgorzata Szumowska known for 33 Scenes From Life and Juliette Binoche as the lead actress is one of the courageous movies of the “From the World Cinema” section. Elles, on young women who prostitute themselves in order to cover their expenses for college, is the story of self-questioning of Anne, writer in ELLE magazine, about notions like wealth, family and sex after she interviewed with two young and highly independent women. 

The latest movie by the director of American X, Tony Kane, is Detachment. The movie grasps attention with its cast including Adrien Brody, Lucy Lui, Christina Hendricks from Mad Men, James Caan and Bryan Cranston awarded with Emmy with his part in Breaking Bad. The movie is about how a substitute teacher, Henry, who was assigned to a public school, changes the school and the students. While criticizing American education system, the movie even surpasses American X.

Land of Oblivion by Michale Boganim shot at the 30th year of Chernobyl reminds us that those who ignore alternative energy sources will result new nuclear disasters like Chernobyl and Japan, and shows us the current state of Chernobyl. Olga Kurylenko, starring in big budget action movies such as James Bond Quantum of Solace, Max Payne and Hitman, portrays Anya in the movie. 
The Silver Cliff premiered in 2011 in Cannes in the Fifteen Days of Directors is about a woman undergoing a depressed break-up. The festival audience knows director Karim Aïnouz from his movies Madame Sata and Suely in the Sky both of which were shown in the festival.

The Giants, modern story of two brothers living by the border of the society far away from the city, by Belgian actor, painter, and director Bouli Lanners is also in the festival programme. Co-production of Belgium, France, and Luxembourg, the movie was shown as the closing movie in the Cannes for Fifteen Days of Directors. 

Martin Sulik’s first feature film in six years, Gypsy, nominated for Academy Awards for Slovakia is an effective and humanitarian drama with fascinating reality and humor. The movie inspired by Shakespeare’s Hamlet is the story of fourteen-year-old Adam who goes outside the Gypsy neighborhood he lives in and tries to improve lives of his brothers after his father’s death.

The Minister by the director Pierre Schoeller is structured around the story of The Minister of Transportation Bertrand Saint-Jean and the events after he had been in an accident. The movie has the 2011 Cannes FIPRESCI Award. The movie investigates a deep politic intrigue produced by Dardennes Brothers.

Ann Hui, one of the most innovative directors of the Hong Kong Cinema, will be in Istanbul for the screening of her last film, A Simple Life, which won many awards including four awards from the Venice Film Festival.
Leila Bekhti will be the guest of the festival for the screening of A Better Life, directed by Cedric Kahn. Leila Bekhti shared the leading role with Guillaume Canet by playing two lovers in the film.
Young Masters
“Young Masters” section with the sponsorship of Colin’s, hosts movies by young directors grasping the attention of cinema industry with their first or second movies.

Las Acaicas, winner of the Golden Camera in the Cannes Film Festival and the Best New Director at the London Film Festival with its original approach, is the first feature film by Argentinian director Pablo Giorgelli. Las Acacias is the effective and extraordinary story of a truck driver on the road with a Paraguayan woman and her baby.

Beauty, which was presented in the “Un Certain Regard” section of the Cannes Film Festival and got the second Queer Palm in the festival history, is the second film of South African director Oliver Hermanus. The drama won the Best Picture Award in the Durban Film Festival. It is about François who lost his control over his life after his oppressed sexuality comes out uncontrollably.

Swirl, the first feature film by the Brazilian director Helvécio Marins Jr., became one of the most regarded movies in the Orizzonti section of this year’s Venice Film Festival. The movie takes place in a silent and small Brazilian town, Sao Ramao. Actors in the movie play themselves. The movie composes of short stories in search of the joy of life.

First feature film of the Austrian director and actor Karl Markovics, Breathing focuses on young Roman who was on probation during his time in reformatory. The movie was the Austria’s Academy Award nominee this year and won the European Cinema Award in Cannes in 2011 and the Kiev Molodist Grand Prize and FIPRESCI awards in 2011. Actor Thomas Schubert will be in Istanbul for the festival.

After his first feature film Pescuit Sportiv, Adrian Sitaru is in the festival film with his long awaited second movie, Best Intentions… This new movie by Sitaru is inspired by his experience. He tells the story of a solid man who lost control after his mother was hospitalized. He won the Best Director at Locarno in 2011 and Bogdan Dimitrache won the Best Actor Award with his performance. 

Avé competing for the Golden Camera in Cannes is a story of art student, who isolated himself from the outside, Kamen and Avé with a strong imagination, on the road. The director of the movie Konstantin Bojanov will be in Istanbul for the festival.

Director Angelina Nikonova will be in Istanbul for screening of Twilight Portrait premiered in the Venice Film Festival. The movie is the cold and striking story of an unusual revenge.

Documentary Time with NTV

Documentary section of the Istanbul Film Festival is again sponsored by NTV. Documentary Time with NTV hosts recent influencing documentaries. These documentaries on various topics such as law, music, cinema, economics, sociology, human rights, politics, and biology document reality by analyzing social changes and follow a striking path. 
Master director of the Finnish Cinema Mika Kaurismaki, who will meet with the audience with Brothers in the “Inside the Family” section, tells the story of Miriam Makeba, one of the greatest voices of South Africa presented to the world, in the documentary Mama Africa in Documentary Time with NTV.

Arirang with the Un Certain Regard Award from the Cannes Film Festival is the latest movie by Kim Ki-Duk one of the most significant directors of South Korea. In Arriang, the director turns the camera to himself and questions his art, life and himself. The movie is more like a confession and a mind exercise on cinema, fame, and success.

Crazy Horse by Frederik Wiseman provides a realist look into famous nightclub Crazy Horse in Paris. The club is considered as one of the most important haunts of Paris night life with the dandiest and greatest nude revues in the world. Crazy Horse following preparations for a new show through different stages from concept to rehearsals presents this colorful works to the audience. 

Micha X. Peled is one of the significant names of the Documentary Time with NTV section with Globalization trilogy following commercial products in different stages from raw material to retail. China Blue, first part of the trilogy, shows how our clothes are manufactured with the help of a hidden camera. Second movie, Store Wars: When Wal-Mart Comes to Town shows the polarization of public after giant store chain Wal-Mart wanted to build a mall in a small American town. Third movie Bitter Seed shows negative effects of globalization on farmers by focusing on the fact that a farmer commits suicide in India every thirty minutes. Micha X. Peled will be in Istanbul for presenting all three of the movies.

Marina Abramovic: The Artist Is Present directed by Matthew Akers focuses on Marina Abramovic, one of the most discussed and the most brilliant contemporary artists of our era, who also participated to the Istanbul Biennial in 1995. Abramovic uses her own body in her performances and continues her artistic production on body and politics. In 2012 she presented herself as a work for her performance in the New York Museum of Modern Arts (MoMA) and sat on a chair without moving during 736-hour-long performance. The movie, which won Panaroma Audience Award in Berlin and Special Jury Prize in Sundance, shows us the performance in MoMA and preparations to her exhibition.
Director Rithy Panh tells faithfulness of Kaing Guek Eav or Duch, the leader of Red Khmers, to ideology, his obsession to his work, hierarchical cult, and passion to power in Duch, Master of the Forges of Hell. The director interviews with Duch, leader of a brutal regime causing death of 1.8 million people and transfers his plain expressions.

Director of The Bengali Detective, providing a funny but deep perspective to today’s India through the eyes of detective Rajesh Ji who is obsessed with dancing, Philip Cox will be in Istanbul as a guest of the festival.

Here We Drown Algerians-October 17th, 1961 by Yasmina Adi shows the violent intervention of police to Algerians, who were protesting Algerian War, in Paris. Yasmina Adi will be in Istanbul for the festival.

Challenging the Years 

Cinephiles will have the opportunity to watch the latest movies of directors who wear well with constant awards and continue to lead world cinema, in the “Challenging the Years” section.

Nocturnos, the latest movie by the Argentinian master screenwriter and director Edgardo Cozarinsky, tells the story of a lovelorn man dumped by the women he loved, who walks aimlessly on Buenos Aires streets at midnight, on a line between documentary and fiction. The movie premiered in the Venice Film Festival. His previous movie Rondo Nocturna was also shown in the festival. Edgardo Cozarinsky will be in Istanbul and attend the screening of the movie.

The latest movie by Werner Herzog, director of three dimensional Cave of Forgotten Dreams shown last year as a part of this section, is Into The Abyss which won the Best Picture Award in the London Film Festival. The movie as a glance to depth of human soul, in words of the legendary director, focuses on the human side of the criminals with death sentence.

Woman director Agnieszka Holland, nominated to the Academy Awards with Europa Europa in 1992 is competing with In Darkness in the Best Foreign Language Movie category. The movie is about a thief who tries to save Jewish in Poland under Nazi occupation.

Faust by one of the most significant directors of contemporary Russian cinema, Alexander Sokurov who was in Istanbul in 2008 for the “Cinema Honorary Award” of the 27th Istanbul Film Festival, is one of the prominent movies of the section. Instead of adapting Goethe’s classic with the same title, Sokurov prefers reading between the lines and continues his themes from the previous movies Moloch, Taurus, and The Sun of “corruption of power” in his latest movie Faust, which won Golden Bear in Venice. 
The latest movie by Tony Gatlif Indignados tells the European riots through the eyes of illegal immigrant Betty. Famous director will be in Istanbul for the screening of the movie.

In the “Challenging the Years” section, The Deep Blue Sea by Terence Davies who will be awarded with the Movie Honour Prize of the 31st Istanbul Film Festival, The Cardboard Village by the master director Ermanno Olmi, The Reasons of the Heart by Arturo Ripstein, and Unforgivable  by André Techiné will meet with the audience.

Midnight Madness

The traditional midnight screenings anticipated by cinefans who prefer stimulating, provocative, shocking films over sleep will again defy late hours this year. Throughout the festival, every Saturday at 24:00, a film will leave you sleepless and terrified at midnight.

Three movies will welcome the audience within the section. Gareth Evans’s latest movie The Raid which got the People’s Choice Award at the Toronto Film Festival grasps attention. You cannot even move your fingers while watching the struggle of a special team against an army of hitman and bandits formed by a gangster.


Recent adaptation of The Monk of the 1976 novel by gothic author Matthew Gregory Lewis is one of the movies should not be missed by those addicted to the Midnight Madness section. Famous French actor Vincent Cassel stars in the movie by Dominik Moll, known for Lemming and Harry He’s Here to Help. 

Award-winning advertisement director Ben Wheatley is added to Midnight Madness section with his Kill List movie, which he shot with the idea of scaring and pissing of the audience. Screenplay was written by Wheatley based on his nightmares. The movie is about Jay who turns into a hitman from a soldier.

Mined Zone

Mined Zone section of the Istanbul Film Festival includes extraordinary movies with their approaches and technique features and also pushing limits with different style and narratives.

Urszula Antoniak, who was a guest of the festival with its highly claimed movie Nothing Personal in 2010, continues her success in the first movie with Code Blue presented in the Cannes Film Festival in the Fifteen Days for Directors section. The movie getting awards at Best Visual Design and the Best Sound Design categories in the Netherlands Film Festival is about the story of nurse, Marian, who represses her emotions and is fascinated by the thought of death and finally loses her balance.

Pen-ek Ratanaruang, prominent “new wave” representative of the Thailand cinema, follows Tul, a master killer, in his latest movie Headshot while having a journey between genres of suspense, film noir, and black humor. Tul was shot in the head in harness and stayed in coma for three months. When he wakes up he realizes that his vision has changed. Now he sees everything upside down. 

Latest movie by Markus Schleinerb, Michael competing for the Golden Palm in Cannes won the Best European Union Movie in the Melbourne Film Festival and the Governor’s Award in the Artfilmfest as “it pushes the audience to have their own conclusions with the brave and different style he used for this kind of a difficult theme.” The movie resulted in hot debates. It shows the last five month of 35-year-old Michael and 10-year-old Wolfgang abducted and abused by Michael.

World premier of the latest movie of the famous Belgian choreographer Wim Vandekeybus, Monkey Sandwich under the same name with the stage performance was at the Venice Film Festival. In the movie, obsessive and angry director Jerry establishes a village after he turns his back to theater and tries to direct residents of the village as they are in a play.

Outside Satan the latest movie by Bruno Dumont, awarded director of movies Flanders and L’Humanité, is an avant-garde investigation of religion. The movie, a minimal provocation about crimes, miracles, and the marginalized, is about the relationship between an idle man and an extraordinary girl.

The River Used to be a Man by Jan Zabeil examines the idea of “distance” with German traveler drifting in an endless delta far away from the civilization. Rising star of the German cinema Alexander Fehling is in the leading role of movie hypnotizing the audience with extraordinary visuals and narratives.

Directors Martin Jern and Emil Larsson of the Swiss movie Savage with 2011 Titanic The Breaking Waves Award will be guests of the festival. The movie will creep you out with the story of young people struggling to save themselves from alcoholism and crimes around them.

Hail the first Australian movie presented in Venice in ten years is the first feature film of documentarist Amiel Courtin-Wilson. The director will be in Istanbul as a guest of the festival.

Animated Cinema

There is special section for animated feature films with a selection of newest and the most successful movies this year in the festival.

Latest movie of the director of Kirikou and the Sorceress, Michel Ocelot is Tales of the Night which is the first three dimensional animation to be accepted to the Berlin Film Festival competition. Daily journey of a girl, a boy, and an old technician from an abandoned cinema to a magical world full of magicians, princesses and fairies will fascinate the audience. 

Another three dimensional animation of the festival is The Pirates! Band of Misfits based on the first two books of the series The Pirates! by Gideon Defoe. This fantastic three dimensional stop-motion animation directed by Peter Lord and Jeff Newitt is by the producers of Wallace & Gromit and Chicken Run. 
From Up On Poppy Hill, the latest movie of Goro Miyazaki, son of famous director Hayao Miyazaki, presents a part of the daily life “slice of life” in Yokohama in 1963. The story based on a 1980 shojo manga was written by Hayao Miyazaki, father of the director.

Wrinkles, with two Goya awards is a funny and emotional animation adapted from Paco Roca’s cartoon with the same title. The movie is directed by Ignacio Ferreras, animator of The Illusionnist.

Kid’s Menu

Within the scope of the 400th Anniversary of the establishment of Turkish-Dutch diplomatic relations, “Kid’s Menu” presents movies from the Netherlands, an expert on children movies. This section presents a selection of best and the most engaging children movies which were highly acclaimed in children’s film festivals and appeal families. Movies will be shown at weekends at Nişantaşı Citylife City’s, Rexx and Akbank Sanat during the festival. Movies will be interpreted simultaneously into Turkish.
IN MEMORIAM

In this section, where we commemorate film-makers with their works since the last festival, Hudutların Kanunu by Lütfi Akad known as “the old tree” of Turkish cinema. The story is about Hıdır who smuggles in borders. The movie criticizes the landowner system which exploits villagers and pushes them to smuggling and Yılmaz Güney stars as Hıdır. Hudutların Kanunu by Ö. Lütfi Akad, who received the Movie Honor Prize in the 6th Istanbul Film Festival organized in 1987, will be shown from its restored copy presented in Cannes last year.

Festival commemorates director Yusuf Kurçenli who passed away in 2012 with Gramafon Avrat directed in 1987. Gramafon Avrat with Türkan Şoray as the lead actress was adopted from Sabahattin Ali’s story under the same title. With this movie, Yusuf Kurçenli became prominent in adaptations. Festival presented the Movie Honour Prize to Yusuf Kurçenli in its thirtieth year.

One of the biggest losses of the world cinema, Theo Angelopoulos, is remembered with his 1975 movie The Travelling Players in the festival. Through a journey to Greece and history, The Travelling Players considered as an innovative and the original masterpiece of modern cinema highlights the civil war between 1939 and 1952 and the period after the war. Angelopoulos got the “Lifelong Achievement Award” from Şakir Eczacıbaşı in 2000 in the 19th Istanbul Film Festival.

1970 movies by avant-garde British director Ken Russell known for his outstanding and debatable style The Music Lovers is about unsteady life of Tsaykovski. Ken Russell considered as one of the most interesting directors of 20th century came to Istanbul in 2004 for the 23rd Istanbul Film Festival and took the “Lifetime Achievement Award” from Şakir Eczacıbaşı.

Raul Ruiz leaving a mark in the world cinema with 113 movies he directed will meet the audience with his movie Three Crowns of the Sailor which won the Cannes Cinema Perspectives Prize in 1983 within the scope of this section. In the movie, the adventures of a sailorman all around the world are told like a legend.

A renewed copy of 1978 Despair by cult director Rainer Werner Fassbinder will meet cinephiles within the scope of the section on 30th year of his death. The movie is built on the novel by Vladimir Nabokov written in Russian in 1934, translated into English by him in 1937, and was destroyed during German occupation. The movie tells about the feeling of rootlessness by using psychological tools.
The festival commemorates one of the biggest stars of cinema, Marilyn Monroe in 50th anniversary of her death with The Prince and the Showgirl by Laurence Olivier. 
SPECIAL SCREENING IN COOPERATION WITH THE ISTANBUL DESIGN BIENNIAL: URBANIZED
In cooperation with the Istanbul Design Biennial which will be organised in October for the first time and the Istanbul Film Festival, cinephiles will have the opportunity to watch last part of the design films trilogy Urbanized by Gary Hustwit (Helvetica, Objectified). Documentary includes important architects, city planners, policy makers, and thinkers such as Sir Norman Foster, Rem Koolhaas, Jan Gehl, Oscar Niemeyer, Amanda Burden, Enrique Peñalosa, Alejandro Aravena, Eduardo Paes, Rahul Mehrotra, Tarna Klitzner and Ellen Dunham-Jones, as well as extraordinary citizens who create a difference in the city they live in. Hustwti’s design trilogy will be shown in the 1st Istanbul Design Biennial to be organised in October by İKSV.
SPECIAL SCREENING: THE STORY OF AN ODYSSEY
Fifteen hour long magnificent documentary The Story of Film: An Odyssey, with world premiere in Toronto, will be shown in the Istanbul Film Festival. 900 minutes long documentary on world history of cinema completed after works of the director Mark Cousins lasting five years will meet the interested audience in Pera Museum in two sessions in four days. 
The movie based on the book under the same name by Mark Cousins investigates how film-makers were affected from historical events of their times and from each other while they were discovering the innovations brought by the cinema. It expands from first days of silent movies to birth of Hollywood and star system, and follows artistic evolution of cinema in Russia, Japan, Germany, France, Italy, England, Scandinavia and the USA.The audience will take a fifften-hour-long world tour surrounding best movies of all times with this engrossing documentary including interviews with legendary film-makers and actors such as Bernardo Bertolucci, Jane Campion, Gus Van Sant, Lars Von Trier, Claire Denis, Stanley Donen and Claudia Cardinale.
MEETINGS ON THE BRIDGE IS 7 YEARS OLD

Meetings on the Bridge, organised within the scope of the Istanbul Film Festival, and getting increasing attention of cinema professionals, will be held for the seventh times this year. Meetings on the Bridge brings together producers, directors, scriptwriters and representatives of organizations so as to continue providing opportunities for initial international presentations of new feature films, as well as setting the stage for co-productions.
The Film Development Workshop
The Film Development Workshop which receives increasing interest from European film professionals and distributors year by year will be held from 11-12 April 2012. Providing an international platform for Turkish film makers to present their projects to European professionals, the workshop also leads the way for project owners to perform their initial negotiations for co-productions. The owners of the projects conduct one-to-one meetings with European producers, distributors and representatives of institutions and organizations including Eurimages, ARTE, Berlinale, Binger Lab, Cinelink, Cinemart, Torino Film Lab and Fortissimo Films. Following the meetings, three projects chosen by the jury, will receive the 10.000 US dollars Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Turkey Award, 25.000TL Melodika Sound Post Production Award, 10.000 Euro CNC Award and 2,500 Euro Binger Script Advisory Award.

Work in Progress workshop will start this year

Open to feature films from Turkey which have completed at least 50% of their shooting stage or which are at their post-production stage, the Work in Progress workshop will be starting this year, again within the framework of Meetings on the Bridge. During the workshop aimed at supporting film projects from Turkey at the production stage, producers will find the chance to make the initial international presentations of their films.
A maximum of 5 films to be elected by the Meetings on the Bridge consultative committee will participate in the workshop at their offline montage stages. At the end of the workshop, the film to be selected by the international jury consisting of 3 members will be presented with the 1000volt Post Production Award. The deadline for workshop applications is 9 March, Friday.
Turkish-German Co-Productions Development Fund

It has been decided that 7 projects selected from among the 13 applications forwarded to the Turkish-German Co-Productions Development Fund, established through the cooperation of 2011 Istanbul Film Festival Meetings on the Bridge Platform, Medienboard Berlin-Brandenburg and Hamburg Schleswig-Holstein Film Funds, to receive support. The deadline for the second term applications of the same fund is 2 March 2012. The projects to be supported will be announced during the Meetings on the Bridge award reception. This fund with a total budget of 150,000 Euro, established by the above-mentioned three institutions which are pioneers in their fields with the purpose of increasing cultural cooperation between the two countries and supporting co-productions, is open to all Turkish-German co-productions not started to be shot yet.
Turkish-Dutch Co-Production Meetings and Panels
At the Istanbul Film Festival and the Netherlands Film Festival

Within the scope of the 400th Anniversary of the establishment of Turkish-Dutch diplomatic relations, the Turkish-Dutch Co-Production Meetings and Panels will be organised through the cooperation of the Istanbul Film Festival Meetings on the Bridge and Netherlands Film Festival – Holland Film Meetings. These meetings aiming at bringing together film industry professionals from the two countries so as to pave the way for co-productions will be held in İstanbul in April and in Utrecht in September.

Meetings on the Bridge Seminars
During the 31st Istanbul Film Festival, coproductions and sponsor opportunities and production and distribution of children movies will be discussed with directors, producers, and screenplay writers of awarded Dutch children movies and Fleur Winters who is the Head Cinekid for Professionals & TV Programming in Meetings on the Bridge Seminars. Furthermore, Michel Reilhac will share 10 important principles on Transmedia while Toni Oyry, who is a producer of Shankaboot, the first Arab internet series with Digital Emmy Award, will share his experiences. Alongside the seminars, this year there will be project and screenplay development assessment workshops with Isabelle Fauvel and Franz Rodenkirchen. The seminar programme will be announced in March.

BEFORE FESTIVAL, WE ARE AT UNIVERSITIES 

Festival begins at universities before the theatres just as the last year. Festival brings excitement to universities with “Before Festival, We are at Universities”. Comedy film Potiche, presented within Akbank Galas last year, Ozon with Catherine Deneuve and Gérard Depardieu at leading roles by François and the comedy Sound of Noise with the Young Critics Award at Cannes by Ola Simonsson and Johannes Stharne Nilsson which was presented at Golden Tulip International Competition will meet students of 13 universities and 2 high schools. Screenings of the films will be free of charge and students will be informed about the programme of the Istanbul Film Festival. Screenings within “Before Festival, We are at Universities” will begin on Thursday, 8 March at Robert College and end on Thursday, 29 March at Boğaziçi University. Detailed programme of “”Before Festival, We are at Universities” can be followed at film.iksv.org.
More information will be available on the official website of the Istanbul Film Festival as of Saturday, 10 March: film.iksv.org/en
Follow the 31st Istanbul Film Festival on Facebook and Twitter:
facebook.com/istanbulfilmfestivali 

twitter.com/istfilmfest 

For high resolution images of the 31st Istanbul Film Festival:

iksvpress.com/film2012
