RAMON RODRIGUEZ is LEO SPITZ in TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN

QUESTION: What is your screen character like?
RAMON RODRIGUEZ: He is Leonardo Ponce De Leon Spitz! Also, known as Leo Spitz. His storyline starts at Princeton University. Leo is Sam’s roommate and he runs a conspiracy website. He has dreams of becoming a baby billionaire. At first Leo is trying to figure out if he even likes Sam. At school Leo is in complete control of his world, he feels safe. Then suddenly he finds out that Sam is involved with real robots and gets sucked into a worldwide chase. Leo’s safe world is flipped when he sees his conspiracy theories come to life. From that point on he’s completely freaking out and out of control and wants nothing more than to stay alive. So Leo’s story goes from control to chaos. He realizes that he and Sam have to work together in order for him to survive.

QUESTION: So it is an antagonistic relationship?

RAMON RODRIGUEZ: Totally! At first he is not sure who he is so his guard is up. Then they end up having to work together in order to survive.

QUESTION: You used to be a sports jock before becoming an actor?

RAMON RODRIGUEZ: I was and I still love sports. That was one of the questions that Michael Bay asked me when I walked in [to audition] for the role. He said….Are you an athlete? I said yes and that I played basketball in college and Michael said that was going to help me a lot because I had to be in shape to do his film. He said his film was very physical and that I would be running and diving a lot. So when I was in his office auditioning for the role, he had me jumping over couches, diving under desks and rolling around furniture for an hour and a half. In a room! I walked out completely drenched in sweat as if I just worked out. I thought – this man is crazy, but I liked him! We got along really quickly and he told me he was an athlete too so he knew I would understand him.
QUESTION: Was there a point in your life when you had to decide between sports and acting?
RAMON RODRIGUEZ: In terms of a profession…there was. I was playing basketball in college and then I got involved with Nike doing basketball commercials performing tricks. That was when a whole new doorway opened for me and I got into acting and started taking classes. And it took off from there. I did and still do run a basketball performance group called Project Playground but I have had to cut back on shows to focus on acting. I still play basketball a lot and I love it. 

QUESTION: Were you good enough to have aimed for the Olympics?

RAMON RODRIGUEZ: I’ve played against some NBA players and that is challenging. I am small but fast and I can dribble the ball. But Olympics are a whole other level.

QUESTION: Do you have a favorite Transformer in this movie?

RAMON RODRIGUEZ: Of course Optimus. But I also like Bumblebee and the Twins. I don’t even know if they have names yet.

QUESTION: What has it been like to be in Egypt to film?

RAMON RODRIGUEZ: Man, this is incredible! I would never have imagined that I would have visited some of the places that I have been able to see with this film. We went to White Sands, New Mexico, Arizona, Smithsonian Museum in D.C, but this is the topping. I called my mother last night and said…Ma, I am in Egypt! I got to stand on a Pyramid. It’s crazy! Honestly, I am on a complete joy ride.  I got to visit one of the ancient wonders of the world because of this film…its incredible! 

QUESTION: Can you recall when you saw the first Transformers film for the first time?

RAMON RODRIGUEZ: I can! I was in Puerto Rico with some of my cousins and a friend and we all went to the theatre to see it. I grew up watching the cartoon a lot so I’ve been a fan since I was a kid and I still have some of the toys. My mother was so smart that she saved some of my favorite toys and most of them were Transformers. In fact, when I got the part and I had a chance to go home I went through an old garbage bag where my mom stored some of my old toys and I found a bunch of my old Transformer toys. Anyway, I remember when I saw the film that I turned to my friend and said that I wanted to do something like that. And here I am. It is a dream come true and I think that the best is yet to come! We are going to Jordan next. It’s amazing. Some of the explosions have been so scary because they really come close and are very real. The F-16 jets that were flying over us in New Mexico were incredible. We were on an air force base and Mike had these F-16s flying really low over our heads and there were tanks, shooting live rounds! It was scary, I felt like I was in the military and being trained to go to war. It was very intense. For the first couple of weeks when I went home I was still wired! I was trembling from all the energy. You think that I am acting in this movie when I am trying to survive, but I am not, I really am scared and just want to live! During the explosions there were several times that I felt the heat on my back pushing me forward when I was running. I have not had my hair burned yet but there have been a lot of close calls. I guess when you sign up to do a Michael Bay film you know there are going to be close calls. There have been several of them when I have been very fortunate. And I think there are still stunts to do.

QUESTION: Any bumps or bruises?

RAMON RODRIGUEZ: Oh, several! I have a bad shoulder from when it got popped. I was holding on to a pole while my legs were being pulled and two cars were flipping over my head! Normal stuff. Oh and there were also two huge fans that were blowing 100mph winds in my face. It took 40 minutes to rinse the dirt out of my eyes. That was probably my worst day. But it is a great shot and we got it and I think it is going to look awesome. So my shoulder got hurt from that and I banged up my elbows and my knees from running, falling and hitting stuff. There have been countless little injuries, but nothing serious, I am still on my feet, still healthy and I am still running.

QUESTION: Do you take any of the cars for a spin?

RAMON RODRIGUEZ: I am in the cars a lot but I have not driven them yet. We have been driven through bombs and stuff exploding everywhere. I’ve gotten to the point that the other day when I was driving in New York City a car accident happened right next to my car and I didn’t even flinch. It just seemed so normal after having all these things blown up next to me.

QUESTION: You are a new guy on set so how are the old gang treating you?

RAMON RODRIGUEZ: There have been no pranks, they have been really cool. I respect them and they respect me so we have all gotten along really well. We have become close friends. After filming Shia and I play Madden football on Xbox and he beat me several times at first but when I beat Shia in Arizona in an outdoor tournament I got a t-shirt, which I wore to the set the next day! He was mad at first, but then he laughed about it.

QUESTION: How competitive are you?

RAMON RODRIGUEZ: Extremely. I can’t take losing at anything. Both Shia and I are are extremely competitive. We are very much alike in a lot of ways. When we were in New Mexico we had to have a race, to see who was the fastest. We raced and it was hilarious. As we were racing, Shia was just a little bit in front and he got cocky and started looking back at me then he tripped and fell! Then I fell right after.

QUESTION: Do you plan on keeping a memento from the movie?

RAMON RODRIGUEZ: Yeah! I am going to try. I might already have a couple of things but I am not going to mention them. 

QUESTION: Your mother must be so proud?

RAMON RODRIGUEZ: She is very proud. When I called her yesterday she got all emotional. You get so caught up in all this that you don’t really realize how huge this is. It is a great opportunity and I get to be here in Egypt. It is amazing.

QUESTION: Are you ready for the change in your life that comes with fame?

RAMON RODRIGUEZ: I don’t know if you can ever be ready. I am as ready as I can be. I have a good family and friends and I think that is the best thing to keep you where you need to be. They are always going to tell me if I’m full of it. 

ENDS

