CHILDREN OF MEN
ALFONSO CUARON – DIRECTOR
GENERIC FEATURE
The Children of Men, a thriller set in a London of the near future when mankind faces extinction, is the latest cinematic offering from talented Mexican director Alfonso Cuaron.

It’s the third time that Cuaron has filmed in the UK – following A Little Princess, his highly acclaimed English speaking debut, and the box office hit, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban – and the 44 year old native of Mexico City is delighted to be back, describing London as a ‘second home.’

“I enjoy hanging with the British crews and obviously I enjoy the talent, I really love the actors here in the UK,” he says. “I have a fairly new family, a three year old girl and a one year old boy, and ever since Harry Potter they have been growing up here in London, so London is becoming a second home now.”

Cuaron first came across the outline for The Children of Men, which is loosely based on a P.D James novel, some five years ago and along with Tim Sexton, wrote a screenplay. 

When he was offered the chance to direct Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban, The Children of Men was still in development and he feared he would miss the chance to take the helm.

“I wrote the first draft and when I went up to do Harry Potter I made a call to the studios and said ‘please, I know you want to do this film, but I want you guys to wait for me..’”

He’s delighted that they did. With a first rate cast – including Clive Owen, Julianne Moore, Michael Caine and Chiwetel Ejiofor – and key collaborators, including director of photography Emmanuel (Cheevo) Lubezki; Cuaron and his team embarked on a three and a half month shoot throughout an often harsh English winter.

The director also had very specific ideas for how his film would look and shot using almost entirely natural light with hand held cameras. 

“We decided that we wanted to go the route where it would be more like a documentary shot in the future,” he explains. “And Cheevo was coming out of Terrence Malick’s film (The New World) in which he didn’t use one single electric light. And we decided that was the best approach, so pretty much it was film shot with existent light.”

The Children of Men stars Clive Owen as Theo, a cynical down at heel civil servant who has abandoned his beliefs and given up on the world. When he is reluctantly press ganged into aiding a terrorist group, The Fishers, Theo finds himself helping a young woman, Kee, played by newcomer Claire-Hope Ashitey, who is being used as a pawn in a much bigger political game.

Set in 2027, humanity is facing extinction and no human children have been born for 18 years. Mass movements of displaced people has led to a government taking increasingly extreme measures to try and control its own people and the waves of immigrants seeking sanctuary in the UK.

“I thought it was an amazing opportunity to do a story that can be read on different levels,” says Cuaron. “On one level, in filmic terms, it’s a chase movie. But in many other levels it’s a film that gives us an opportunity to talk about today – it’s set in the future but I think that it is speaking about today more than anything else. “

Cuaron’s previous films include Solo con tu pareja (Love In The Time of Hysteria), A Little Princess, Great Expectations, Y tu mama tambien and Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban.
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