A Premiere Far From Hollywood 
George Clooney (in uniform No. 7) is the star of “Leatherheads,” but scenes like this football game are filled with nonstars from Greenville, S.C., and vicinity. 
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LOS ANGELES - “Leatherheads,” which was shot in the Carolinas, is about to get a hometown premiere, even if the hundreds of local people who worked as extras and bit players on this football comedy, set for release by Universal Pictures on April 4, have to do it themselves.

Robert McClure---Robert McClure was among the local extras who decided that Greenville should have its own “Leatherheads” premiere. 


Robert McClure--Local extras on the set of "Leatherheads." 

Which, in fact, they do. 

The red carpet, all 75 feet of it, comes from the Bonitz Flooring Group on the east side of Greenville, S.C. At least seven limousines will shuttle guests from the parking lot so they can arrive at the Camelot Cinemas in style. 

The extras and their families have already bought about 350 tickets for the April 4 Greenville premiere. Tickets are $25 each, and proceeds are earmarked for a charity that feeds the hungry in Darfur â�� a favorite cause of the movie’s director and star, George Clooney, who is not expected to attend. 

Hollywood loves the heartland, but only to a point. Movie crews perennially drop in, dazzle the locals, then pack up their stars and head back to Los Angeles or New York when they’ve soaked up enough color. 

But the local folks can find it hard to end the affair. 

Billings, Mont., pined for Tom Cruise and Nicole Kidman long after that famous couple spent time there on the set of “Far and Away” in 1991. Ten years later a committee tried, in vain, to entice them back for a ribbon cutting at the train depot, which was remodeled long after it was seen in the film. 

Marfa, Tex., played host to those who made this year’s best-picture Oscar winner, “No Country for Old Men,” and a prominent runner-up, “There Will Be Blood.” But most Marfans didn’t even have a chance to see “There Will Be Blood” until a few weeks before the Oscars â�� and then only if they drove 26 miles to the Rangra Theater in neighboring Alpine. 

So people in the vicinity of Greenville, a small city in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains between Atlanta and Charlotte, N.C., figured enough was enough. 

â��Decade after decade, for well over a century now, the lowly movie extras have been ignored,â�� Robert McClure, a paramedic who expects to appear on screen both as a coach and a man who marks downs on the sidelines in “Leatherheads,” explained via e-mail. 

Along with his fellow extras Bobby Brookshire (who played a peanut vendor), Tom Ervin (who, at 54, hoped to be cast as a player, but wound up a game official) and Rick Arboscello (another down marker), Mr. McClure was part of a self-appointed committee that decided that Greenville should have its own “Leatherheads” premiere. 

The event is scheduled for four days after Mr. Clooney is expected to grace a somewhat fancier benefit premiere for the American Film Institute at Grauman’s Chinese Theater in Hollywood. (“None of us were invited,” Mr. McClure wrote.) 

“Leatherheads” is a romantic frolic set against the backdrop of small-town football in the 1920s. In February 2007 Mr. Clooney, Renee Zellweger, John Krasinski and their associates popped into Greenville and its environs for a three-month shoot. For many of the natives it was even more fun than the blue crab and sweet onion soup at Restaurant O, a downtown dining spot favored by Mr. Clooney during his stay. 

More than 400 extras were hired, at about $9 an hour. The men got funny haircuts, short on the sides with lots of styling stuff on top. The stars were almost like pals, for a while. 

Mr. Clooney let the extras hang around when he was reviewing the takes. â��Heâ��d turn around to us and say, “Do you guys like that?” Â â�� recalled Mr. Ervin, who most of the time works as a disability lawyer. 

Speaking by phone last week, Mr. Ervin said he had been especially impressed by the 46-year-old Mr. Clooney’s athletic prowess. “He can throw a football in a tight spiral 40 yards,” he said. 

As of Tuesday, however, Mr. Ervin said he was still awaiting a response to invitations he faxed last week to agents and public relations representatives for Mr. Clooney and Ms. Zellweger. 

Stan Rosenfield, Mr. Clooney’s publicist, said he did not believe his client would attend the Greenville premiere. But he said Mr. Clooney planned to return to the Carolina upcountry next week as part of a whistle-stop tour â�� perhaps partly by railroad â�� planned to promote “Leatherheads.” In the movie Greenville and various South Carolina and North Carolina locations stand in for Duluth, Minn., and other places in the Midwest. 

Ms. Zellweger’s publicist did not respond to queries. 

A Universal spokesman said the Carolina locations had been chosen partly because the period look was relatively easy to establish there. In addition, South Carolina â�� which has played host to a number of well-known films, including “The Patriot” with Mel Gibson and “The Prince of Tides” with Barbra Streisand â�� offered economic incentives to support the production. 

Sometimes, of course, a movie comes to town and never really goes away. 

“We had a re-enactment of the cemetery scene last year,” said Tom Whitehead, a retired journalism professor in Natchitoches, La., speaking of his town’s enduring attachment to the movie “Steel Magnolias,” which was shot there two decades ago. Visitors to a local bed-and-breakfast can still sleep in Shelby Eatenton Latcherie’s room, just as pink as when Julia Roberts, as Shelby, inhabited it in the film. 

At other times a crew can form unexpected attachments. The forthcoming comedy “Just Add Water” portrays the desert town Trona, Calif., as pretty much the worst place in the world â�� but its makers took the town under their wing. 

“One of my actors actually adopted a little boy there,” said Hart Bochner, who wrote and directed the film, set for release in Los Angeles next week. 

Then again, some movies don’t show up at all. “The Prize Winner of Defiance, Ohio,” a 2005 picture that starred Julianne Moore, used locations in Ontario, Canada, despite the geographical promise of the title.. 

As for Greenville, Representative Harry Cato â�� chairman of the South Carolina Legislature’s labor, commerce and industry committee, and an advocate of expanded film incentives â�� said he would be on hand to help open “Leatherheads,” even without the stars. 

And if Mr. Clooney comes, he said, “that’ll be all right too.” 

Brooks Barnes contributed reporting.

