JERRY BRUCKHEMIER, PRODUCER, PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT WORLD’S END.

In essence, producer Jerry Bruckheimer can sum up his job quite simply. “It’s all about entertaining people,” he says. And with the Pirates of the Caribbean films, he’s certainly delivered entertainment. And some.

Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest, was the biggest box office hit of 2006 with one of the most nail biting cliff hanging endings of recent times - leaving the lovable rogue Captain Jack Sparrow in perilous danger in the clutches of a ferocious sea monster in a nether world at the bottom of the ocean.

Now we are just weeks away from the worldwide release Pirates of the Caribbean: At World’s End, the third part of the trilogy, and the answers to Capt Jack’s fate. “It’s the quest to bring Jack Sparrow back,” says Bruckheimer summing up the third instalment in a nutshell.

But as always with Pirates, there will be plenty of laughs, thrills, extraordinary spectacle, wondrous special effects and exotic locations to enjoy as Capt Jack – played by Johnny Depp – and the rest of the cast, including Keira Knightley and Orlando Bloom as star crossed lovers Elizabeth Swann and Will Turner, are joined by some old favourites.

Geoffrey Rush, who starred in the first film, Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl, returns as the villainous Barbossa and Bill Nighy is once again unrecognisable as the underworld spook Davy Jones. And some exotic new characters, including Chow Yun-Fat as the pirate Captain Sao Feng and a cameo from Keith Richards as Captain Grant Sparrow, join the cast.

“It went fantastically well,” says Bruckheimer of the Rolling Stone guitarist’s stint on set. “Keith really enjoyed it, Johnny loved it and so did everybody working with Keith. Our director had a great time too.”

After taking time off to successfully release Pirates 2 last summer, Bruckheimer and director Gore Verbinski reunited cast and crew to finish filming At World’s End. 

 “It was like visiting old friends again, like going back to camp,” says Bruckheimer. “You create all of these relationships with your actors and your crew and you take a small hiatus from them and you come back and it’s a lot of fun to be back with the people you had such a good time with making the first two movies.”

Much of the third instalment had already been filmed, back-to-back, with Pirates 2, before the hiatus, but the team reunited to film in studios and locations in and around Los Angeles. “It was well over 200 days so it was a long shoot,” says the producer.

Bruckheimer is one of the most successful producers in Hollywood. Born in Detroit, Michigan, he started his career producing television commercials before moving on to films with his partner, the late Don Simpson.

With a glittering career spanning more than three decades of Hollywood hits – including Beverly Hills Cop, Top Gun, Days of Thunder, Crimson Tide, Con Air, Armageddon and Gone In 60 Seconds – he clearly has a special place in his creative heart for the Pirates films.
“Well, they are all your kids, but Pirates was an excellent student, let’s put it that way,” he laughs

At World’s End will complete the trilogy of Pirates movies but that’s not to say that it will be the last in this hugely popular series.

“We’ve optioned some material, we’ve optioned a book and we’re looking at it,” he reveals. “We’re in talks with the same writers to come back and work on a fourth one so that’s an on going thing.”

Q: What can you tell me about the storyline this time?

A: It’s a quest to bring Jack Sparrow back.

Q: And it literally dives straight in where we left off?

A: Yes.

Q: The last film was a huge hit. What do you hope that the audience will get from Pirates 3?

A: We try to make very entertaining movies and the first one obviously was and the second one topped even that. So we try to make entertaining movies with interesting themes and characters and Pirates certainly falls into that realm for us and for audiences.

Q: Has the technology developed significantly over the three, four years that the trilogy has been made?

A: You know we just try to invent characters that are fresh and interesting and the technology certainly didn’t let us down - the character of Davy Jones was digitally enhanced. Of course, we had a great actor, Bill Nighy, playing the character but certainly in my mind that was spectacular. Every day or at least every few months, the computer power gets stronger and stronger and that means we can do more with it.

Q: You had a little hiatus when you had to release Pirates 2 and then you had to go back and finish Pirates 3. What was it like going back?

A: It was like visiting old friends again, like going back to camp. You create all of these relationships with your actors and your crew and you take a small hiatus from them and you come back and it’s a lot of fun to be back with the people you had such a good time with making the first two movies.

Q: What was the total production time for Pirates 2 and Pirates 3 together?

A: it was well over 200 days so it was a long shoot.

Q: Was that the longest project you have undertaken?

A: Yes, definitely.

Q: You have had a remarkable career. Where does Pirates rank amongst all the films that you have made?

A: Well, they are all your kids, but Pirates was an excellent student, let’s put it that way.

Q: You’ve said before that you wouldn’t rule out doing some more Pirates films after At World’s End. What’s the latest on that?

A: Well, we’ve optioned some material, we’ve optioned a book and we’re looking at it. We’re in talks with the same writers to come back and work on a fourth one so that’s an on going thing.

Q: And would that mean that all the major characters are back on board?

A: Well, you know, that’s still on the drawing board but it’s always fun to bring the characters you love back.

Q: I understand that Keith Richards makes an appearance as Jack Sparrow’s father…

A: Let’s put it this way, Keith is in the movie. I won’t say what he is playing but he is in the film, he has a cameo in the picture.

Q: And did that go well?

A: It went fantastically well. Keith really enjoyed it, Johnny loved it and so did everybody working with Keith; our director had a great time too.

Q: How do you shape the Pirates story – do you and Johnny and Gore have input with the writers?

A: Sure, Johnny is a big part of creating his character and Gore is leading everything and very involved with the writers. We all throw our two cents in.

Q: Pirates 2 was the biggest film of last year. Do you have similar expectations for Pirates 3?

A: You know, I always hope for the best and expect the worst. You always hope you can equal your success or come close to it. We all get out of the bed in the morning hoping to succeed.

Q: Geoffrey Rush is back in the third and he was one of the crucial elements for the first movie. And you’ve got new actors on board for At World’s End including Chow Yun Fat, so does that help keep things fresh?

A: Yes absolutely and we added Chow Yun Fat to this one. He plays a great pirate in this one. And some of the action takes place in Asia this time – we have Chinese junks in it, we go to Singapore, it’s a real adventure.

Q: As a producer which part of your job do you enjoy most? 

A: I love just about all of it, working on these big ideas, working with major talent like Gore and Johnny and the rest of our cast. And working with the crews that we’ve worked with over the years you make a lot of friends and it’s great to put things together and give people work and good work that they can appreciate and their families can appreciate and be proud of.

Q: Was there a big logical challenge on Pirates 3?

A: The logistical challenge was shooting two films together, that was the hard part. After our hiatus when we came back it was much simpler.

Q: How many more weeks filming did you have to do when you came back?

A: You know I can’t tell you exactly off the top of my head, but it was certainly a few months. We were mostly in Los Angeles and I’m now on my way back from Hawaii where we just finished a sequence but the majority of the stuff was done in LA. We were very fortunate with three, we didn’t have the problems with the weather that affected us before.

Q: If you had to pinpoint why the Pirates films have been so successful, what would it be?

A: I think the fact that we hadn’t seen a pirate movie in a long time along with great storytelling and a brilliant director and the fact that you have such wonderful actors playing such interesting characters, audiences just love that. 

Q: What is the key attribute that a producer should have?

A: Oh I think he has to be a good storyteller, that’s the key. Understanding what good material is and being able to translate that good material to the screen.
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