Grandmother “Kadife”
The war in the eastern and southeastern parts of Turkey has been going on for 30 years. Almost every family has lost a member to terror. Grandmother “Kadife” has lost her daughter in law and her granddaughter in a raid on their village. After this loss “Kadife”’s son Celal decides to join the guerilla fighters of the PKK in the mountains. Grandmother “Kadife” takes her surviving 8 year old grandson Gül Cemal with her and moves from Erzincan to Ankara in order to settle there.

Grandmother “Kadife” starts managing a tea house in the outskirts of the city with the help of her relatives. Everything is peaceful until “Kadife” one night receives a phonecall telling her that her son has been killed in the mountains. Now it is Gül Cemal’s turn. He does just like his dad. He joins the PKK in the mountains with a group of youngsters.

From now on two things are of importance for “Kadife”. Firstly the continuation of her family and secondly to embrace the only living memory of her son, her grandson. She makes long difficult journeys in order to find and rescue her grandson.

Days and months pass by without any result. One morning Grandmother “Kadife” receives a telephone call which makes her hope again. With the assisstance of a guide,  “Kadife” on the back of a mule,, mounts the mountain where the PKK camp is, , with the hope of meeting her grandson there. She meets Gül Cemal when she reaches the camp. Gül Cemal has become a member of the PKK like the others in the group.  His grandmother wants to tak ehim with her but he doesn’t want to leave the mountain. “Kadife” returns to the small town alone without her grandson.

Grandmother “Kadife” waits for days by the phone to get some news from her grandson. One morning she gets the news that her grandson has escaped from the PKK. Gül Cemal is now waiting in a small Anatolian village for his grandmother to come and get him.

On a cold February morning the bus that Grandmother “Kadife” has taken climbs the snowy mountains of Gedik passes the plateau of Çengelli and arrives in the evening in the province. Grandmother “Kadife” takes a car to the village where she is going to meet her grandson. The roads are full of snow. “Kadife” tries to find her way in the cold snow and arrives in the village the next evening. Her grandson is not in the village. She starts to wait for her grandson in the house of Bayram and Asiye. - Erdoğan KAR
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