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Good Night and Good Luck

Who's in it: George Clooney, David Strathairn What it's about: In 1954, CBS'

Edward R. Murrow (Strathairn) and Fred Friendly (Clooney) decide to take on

Sen. Joe McCarthy's communist witch-hunt by using his own words to reveal

his hypocrisy and mean-spiritedness.

Solid filmmaking: Clooney has crafted a beautiful black-and-white film

that's thrilling, thought-provoking and entertaining at the same time.

He and Strathairn make a fascinating team and they get strong supporting

performances from Robert Downey Jr., Patricia Clarkson and Frank Langella.

Then and now: When something similar in 2004 with Bush's National Guard

record, Dan Rather lost his job. But this film, written and directed by

Clooney (who also acts) shows how journalists of integrity were once able to

stand up to lying government bullies and not get swept away by a media spin

campaign.

Long story short: A gripping story of bravery and conscience. 

4 stars

