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NANCY MEYERS DIRECTS IT’S COMPLICATED
Q: How did you come up with the plot for IT’S COMPLICATED?

A: I am not sure, because it’s not as if one day I suddenly had it; but it started off as a movie about this woman, and then the ex-husband came in. And once I had decided that she has an affair with him things began to fall into place.

Q: Are relationships complicated by nature, or do we complicate them much more than we need to?

A: Both! It is naturally complicated to open yourself to somebody else and let your guard down; but in this case it’s even more complicated as they were married but got divorced, he is married again now to a younger woman, and she is dating someone else.

Q: It’s complicated, but also relatable.

A: When we previewed the movie to a public that didn’t know much about it, the most common thing they said – after that it was funny – was that it was very relatable.

Q: Is it true that you wrote the movie with Meryl Streep in mind for the lead role of Jane?

A: Yes, very early in the writing I started to think about her. You see I write movies, not books, and I need to picture someone saying those lines because if I just write without doing so, it’s limited. So, I attach an actor to the part that inspires me. But I didn’t think I would get her!

Q: But you did! What was Meryl like to work with then?

A: She is extremely prepared and knows, not just what she needs to do in the scene, but also the whole picture, as if she were a filmmaker. Meryl is always very thoughtful about the film and the storytelling.

Q: What do Jake and Adam represent to Jane?

A: I think they represent her past and her future. She was with Jake when she was young, had kids and struggled with him until they got divorced. And Adam is probably best for her future, as he is more solid.

Q: The movie wouldn’t work if you didn’t also have two great actors like Alec Baldwin and Steve Martin in the roles of Jake and Adam, completing the love triangle you created.

A: Yes, I was very lucky to get them and the rest of the cast.

Q: You have worked with Steve before. What is he like?

A: He is inspiring and a very offbeat person, because he is one way and then acts another. Steve looks so normal; but, as we all know, he can be a very explosive comedian. So, I thought he would be perfect for the role of Adam.

Q: Why was he perfect for that role?

A: Because the character is a little bit hurt, but he is also funny and has a couple of strong comedic scenes. Everyone loves when Steve Martin gets to be super funny in the movie.

Q: What can you say of Alec Baldwin’s performance as Jake, Jane’s ex-husband and the man she is now having an affair with.

A: Alec is also brilliantly funny, though in a different way. There is always a little sense of danger with his comedy because you never know what’s coming, but he comes into the scene with an open mind and takes direction very well.

Q: And however complex these characters may be, they are still very likeable.

A: Yes, it’s a bit of a magic trick. And especially in Jake’s case, because if Jane is considering getting back together with him again it’s important that he is likeable.

Q: What makes him so attractive?

A: Well, Jake is a charmer, and he is fun! And his reasoning to go back to her is true, but the character flaws are still there.

Q: And then you have a talented actor like John Krasinski playing Harley, who is in the middle of everything.

A: He is the easiest actor I have ever worked with, and it’s funny because his character is the one that finds out about this affair, but he doesn’t really want to know about it. With John, I went off the script at times to see what I could get out of him. And he can be improvisational even in the way he says the written line. He is just so funny! For instance, he saw me at the premiere of IT’S COMPLICATED and said: “Nancy, what are you doing here?”

Q: How did you find the right actors to play Jane and Jake’s kids?

A: With a lot of casting sessions. I think I met every kid those age groups until I found the right ones for the three roles!

Q: IT’S COMPLICATED takes place in Santa Barbara, but most of it was shot in New York.

A: When they are outside the house it’s California, but when they are inside it’s New York. 

Q: Food plays a role in this movie, as Jane is a chef. Are you into cooking too?

A: I am, but nowhere as good as Meryl is in the movie!

Q: That scene with Meryl and Steve eating chocolate croissants at her bakery is beautiful.

A: And as we shot it several times, it was amazing how many croissants they actually ate without complaining!

Q: How personal is this story to you?

A: It’s based on personal things; but the plot isn’t personal, though there are some things I have in common with Jane: I work and live in California, I have friends like hers and an ex-husband, and I also have children of that age.

Q: Why did you choose Santa Barbara for the story to take place?

A: I love it there, and I didn’t want the film to be associated with Hollywood, because people outside of Los Angeles think that everybody in LA lives in Hollywood – which is not true. So, Santa Barbara was still in California but it represented a calmer and smaller community.

Q: What’s the best test for a comedy?

A: The audience’s laughter. You can’t fake that.
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