THE LOVELY BONES
Quotes Cull
QUOTES:

NEWSWEEK

“Saoirse Ronan is extraordinary.”


TIME

“A story of loving and mourning.”

“An affecting daddy-daughter romance.”

“Rose McIver is naturally winning.”

“Stanley Tucci plays the killer not with a madman’s sneers and cackles but with a quiet malevolence.”

“Stanely Tucci is ice-shivery.”


- Richard Corliss TIME

INTERNATIONAL:
THE SUN

“Astonishing.”

“’The Lovely Bones’ has everything.”

“The most mature, self-assured and visually dazzling release of the year.”

“Saoirse Ronan is wonderful.”

“Saoirse Ronan is a revelation.”

“The effects are breathtaking.”

“Mark Wahlberg is most impressive.”


- The Sneak THE SUN
ADVANCE WEB QUOTES :
HITFIX

“A lush visual experience.”

“Saoirse Ronan plays Susie Salmon with a wisdom beyond her years.”

“The Lovely Bones is overstuffed with optimism, and despite dealing with some of the darkest corners of human behavior, Peter Jackson never wallows in the violence or the horror, instead choosing to make those things impressionistic.”

“An exhilarating visual experience.”
“Exhilarating.”

“A significant, powerful film.”
“Significant and powerful.”
“Powerful.”

“An exhilarating visual experience. Everything in this movie is deeply felt and worth real conversation as one of our most ambitious and muscular filmmakers expands his own vocabulary and uses the experience of crafting these epic scale fantasy films he’s been making this decade to tell a story that is human and heartbroken. 

“Rachel Weisz has the thinnest role on page but gives the performance a good deal of weight, a testament to just how strong a performer she has become.

“Rose McIver’s work as Lindsay, the younger Salmon sister, is subtle and strong.

“Susan Sarandon is both hilarious and oddly touching.”

“Stanely Tucci’s work is assured and meticulous, an excellent portrayal of a man revealed as a monster.”

“Peter Jackson’s work is stunning. It’s an emotional landscape, always changing, moving from season to season as Susie’s feelings evolve. Gorgeous...”

“Andrew Lesnie’s photography and Naomi Shohan’s production design both sell the period setting  with an almost invisible hand.”

“The WETA Digital team has done amazing, adult-minded work here.”

-Drew McWeeney HITFIX

AINT IT COOL NEWS

“One of the best films of the year.”

“’The Lovely Bones’ is absolutely lovely.”

“Susan Sarandon is note perfect.”

“The performances are lovely.”

“Saoirse Ronan reminds of a young Jodi Foster.”

“An incredibly lovely film.”

“From the visuals to the performances to the storytelling and film work…it all goes to capture a very powerful story.”

“A very powerful story.”

“An incredibly powerful film.”

“Masterfully told.”

“Masterfully told and captured as only cinema in the hands of a consummate storyteller can tell it.”


- Harry Knowles AIN IT COOL NEWS

EMPIRE ONLINE

* * * * 

“Bold, daring original filmmaking.”

“Poignant, gripping, emotionally alive and gorgeous.”

“While it is not graphic, Peter Jackson nails the emotional violence.”

“Spending more time in Susie Salmon’s sometimes harrowing, sometimes beautiful, always compelling world is something to rejoice in.”

- Ian Freer EMPIRE ONLINE
BOX OFFICE MAGAZINE

“’The Lovely Bones’ will be both a short list item for the Oscars and a big draw art the box office this holiday season.”

“Peter Jackson is inscribing himself into history… again.”


- Sara Schieron BOX OFFICE.COM

TOTAL FILM

“Imaginative and heartfelt.”

“Touching.”

“Energetic and entertaining.”

“’The Lovely Bones’ brims with not just tears but imagination, thrills and verve.”

 Jamie Graham TOTAL FILM
http://www.denofgeek.com/movies/369192/the_lovely_bones_review.html (UK)

· Visually is where the film really comes to life and Jackson has not let the audience down with his stunning visual interpretation of Susie's heaven. From lush cornfields to effervescent waterfalls to the beauty of misty mountain peaks, each scene represents the state of mind Susie is in at the time and reflects her emotions, especially those of being taken away from her family so traumatically.

http://www.empireonline.com/reviews/review.asp?FID=10800 (UK)

· Like The Lord Of The Rings, The Lovely Bones does a fantastic job with revered, complex source material. As terrific on terra firma as it is audacious in its astral plane, it is doubtful we’ll see a more imaginative, courageous film in 2010.

http://entertainment.timesonline.co.uk/tol/arts_and_entertainment/film/film_reviews/article6930835.ece (UK)

· It’s Ronan, ultimately, who gives the most affecting turn. Gangly, unformed, she’s like a flower cut before it has had a chance to bloom. She captures the uncertainty and intensity of thwarted teenage passions perfectly but, set against the artifice and the manipulative tendencies of the story, her admirable performance is rather swamped.

http://www.totalfilm.com/reviews/cinema/the-lovely-bones (UK)

· It deals with loss, grief, rage, familial breakdown and love, most of all love. But it’s also energetic and entertaining, the camera already moving whenever Jackson cuts into a scene and the horror/thriller elements given just enough fizz to recall the director’s early genre forays (minus the splatter) but not so comic book as to undercut the drama.

http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/showbiz/film/2743275/Lovely-Bones-is-set-to-be-one-of-the-best-films-of-2010-says-The-Sneak.html (UK)

· This is Peter Jackson's first feature film as director since King Kong in 2005 - and it is his best yet. 

http://www.inthenews.co.uk/comment/entertainment/film/the-lovely-bones-the-first-review-$1342809.htm (UK)

· The Lovely Bones is a life-affirming, strongly performed film made with the precision and imagination you'd expect from the team that brought Middle Earth to life. But in hiding the unflinching and shocking brutality of Susie's death, the film is nagged by the same sense of unfinished business as its protagonist's ethereal bid for justice.

http://www.screendaily.com/reviews/the-lovely-bones/5008515.article?referrer=RSS (UK)

· Peter Jackson’s eagerly awaited film version of Alice Sebold’s bestselling novel is sometimes exquisitely realised, sometimes frustratingly uneven. Sebold’s time-spanning story – taking place half on earth, half in heaven, narrated in the first person by a deal girl – was never an easy prospect for adaptation, and Jackson can’t quite capture a fluid structural rhythm for the piece, even while individual sequences and creative decisions are spot-on.

http://www.hitfix.com/blogs/2008-12-6-motion-captured/posts/the-m-c-review-peter-jackson-unearths-the-lovely-bones (UK)

· Jackson's work is stunning, and this is a great example of how the tools that we typically hand over entirely to genre filmmakers so they can tell the same basic "save the world" story over and over to kids can actually be used to tell any story, and to express emotion through pure imagery.  Any filmmaker who builds a vision of Heaven onscreen is taking a big chance, putting something of themselves onscreen to be judged.  After all, you're talking about paradise, a vision of perfection, and showing it, giving it substance, requires you to define perfection for yourself.  I love how Jackson uses the visual elements of The In-Between to explain what's going on inside Suzie Salmon.  It's an emotional landscape, always changing, moving from season to season as Suzie's feelings evolve.  Gorgeous stuff.

http://www.impactnottingham.com/2009/11/the-lovely-bones-review/ (UK)

· Jackson maintains a balance between gritty reality and extraordinary fantasy to create a brilliant adaptation. Perhaps not quite as good as the book, but thankfully it doesn’t make the mistake of trying to exactly emulate the book and failing. The film is different enough to stand alone as a cinematic achievement without ruining the book for those who already love the story. All in all The Lovely Bones is just that; lovely.

http://www.aintitcool.com/node/43177 (US)

· This is an incredibly powerful film, masterfully told and captured as only cinema in the hands of a consummate storyteller can tell it. LOVELY BONES will be one of the films of the year. I imagine that some of Peter’s choices in adaptation could very well be hotly debated amongst readers of the book. 
http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1942819_1942818_1942815,00.html#ixzz0Xpe56GYq (US)

· It's a fantasyland of penguin topiary and gigantic ice-sculpture ships, where wheat fields turn to soggy marshes and autumn becomes winter in a flash of fallen leaves. This engrossing, often enthralling movie straddles multiple worlds as well: Susie's bright innocence, Mr. Harvey's meticulous depravity and Jack's ferocious determination to discover his daughter's.

http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/hr/film-reviews/the-lovely-bones-film-review-1004048230.story (US)

· This was never going to be an easy story to film. Using the same characters and many events, Jackson and his team tell a fundamentally different story. It's one that is not without its tension, humor and compelling details. But it's also a simpler, more button-pushing tale that misses the joy and heartbreak of the original.

http://www.mcnblogs.com/thehotblog/archives/2009/11/the_lovely_bone.html (US – Video Review)

http://www.periodico.com/Noticia.aspx?IdNoticia=69129 (Spain - translation)

· Because, despite the tremendous drama that follows (the film opens with the phrase "My name is Susie, I am 14 years and was killed"), the film also has touches of humor, which are borne by Susan Sarandon, the particular Susie's grandmother, who, full of snuff and alcohol, comes to the rescue of the family in difficult times.

http://www.awardscircuit.com/Reviews09/lovelybones.html (US)

· It’s a near miss from the Oscar-winning director of The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King.  The Lovely Bones is an over- thought and at times visually exhausting picture.  When it’s great, it’s really great, especially the first half-hour.  The story begins enormously emotional and you could likely be in tears from moment one.  Jackson and fellow writers Fran Walsh and Phillippa  Boyens drove too far from the original story, leaving out key components that made the novel so extraordinary.  The character development is a bit lazy and under thought in place of an over zealous visual spectacle, which is to say the least, quite impressive.  Is The Lovely Bones a bad film?  Just as a film, definitely not.  It’s a valiant effort and has some beautiful things that tie it together nicely.   As an adaptation stand point, it’s not one of the strongest works of the year.  Where Jackson faltered in some parts, he made up for in others.
http://www.cineblog.it/post/19699/amabili-resti-the-lovely-bones-recensione-in-anteprima (Italy - translation)

· Technically almost perfect, the film is lost in terms of emotions, managing to get a lesser extent the heart and stomach of the viewer, compared to the original novel…Jackson offers moments of great cinema, flying high with the imagination in having to be the dream ending limbo where little Susie, managing among other things to keep that layer to color noir thriller, alternate side highly dramatic, that characterizes the history written by Alice Sebold, but sometimes getting lost on the street and lingering in the excessive duration.

FOUR STARS:

EMPIRE ONLINE

BOX OFFICE MAGAZINE

POSITIVE MASTHEADS:

NEWSWEEK

TIME

SAOIRSE:

AINT IT COOL NEWS

“Saoirse Ronan reminds of a young Jodi Foster.”

- Harry Knowles AINT IT COOL NEWS
THE UK SUN

“Saoirse Ronan is wonderful.”

“Saoirse Ronan is a revelation.”


- The Sneak THE UK SUN

HITFIX
“Saoirse Ronan plays Susie Salmon with a wisdom beyond her years.”
-Drew McWeeney HITFIX
MARK:

THE UK SUN

“Mark Wahlberg is most impressive.”


- The Sneak THE UK SUN

STANLEY:

TIME

“Stanley Tucci plays the killer not with a madman’s sneers and cackles but with a quiet malevolence.”

“Stanely Tucci is ice-shivery.”

- Richard Corliss TIME
HITFIX

Stanely Tucci’s work is assured and meticulous, an excellent portrayal of a man revealed as a monster.”
-Drew McWeeney HITFIX
PETER:

HITFIX

 “The Lovely Bones is overstuffed with optimism, and despite dealing with some of the darkest corners of human behavior, Peter Jackson never wallows in the violence or the horror, instead choosing to make those things impressionistic.”
 “An exhilarating visual experience. Everything in this movie is deeply felt and worth real conversation as one of our most ambitious and muscular filmmakers expands his own vocabulary and uses the experience of crafting these epic scale fantasy films he’s been making this decade to tell a story that is human and heartbroken. 
“Peter Jackson’s work is stunning. It’s an emotional landscape, always changing, moving from season to season as Susie’s feelings evolve. Gorgeous...”

-Drew McWeeney HITFIX

AIN’T IT COOL NEWS

“Masterfully told and captured as only cinema in the hands of a consummate storyteller can tell it.”


- Harry Knowles AIN’T IT COOL NEWS

CAST:
TIME

“Rose McIver is naturally winning.”


- Richard Corliss TIME
HITFIX
 “Rachel Weisz has the thinnest role on page but gives the performance a good deal of weight, a testament to just how strong a performer she has become.

“Rose McIver’s work as Lindsay, the younger Salmon sister, is subtle and strong.

“Susan Sarandon is both hilarious and oddly touching.”
-Drew McWeeney HITFIX
AINT IT COOL NEWS

“Susan Sarandon is note perfect.”

“The performances are lovely.”


- Harry Knowles AINT IT COOL NEWS
TECHNICAL:

HITFIX

“Andrew Lesnie’s photography and Naomi Shohan’s production design both sell the period setting  with an almost invisible hand.”

“The WETA Digital team has done amazing, adult-minded work here.”

-Drew McWeeney HITFIX

BOX OFFICE.COM

“Peter Jackson is inscribing himself into history…again.”


- Sara Schieron BOX OFFICE.COM






