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Press reactions – New York Screening

Dave Karger / Entertainment Weekly (Senior Writer)
“Incredible! One of the best films I’ve seen this year. This film and LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE are my two favorites so far. I couldn’t believe how this film flew by even with a running time of two and a half hours. Pitt has never been better, Cate is wonderful as usual and Rinko is a fantastic newcomer. I loved this film better than 21 GRAMS and that’s saying a lot. I really walked out of the theater feeling how small the world is and how a random accident can be so catastrophic in the lives of many. A really fantastic film.” 

Dave will pitch Jill Bernstein and Mark Harris coverage in the magazine for time of release. 

Karen Durbin / Elle (Contributing Writer)

“I loved this movie.  I'm usually a terrible weeper but somehow I found this movie such an astonishing feast that I watched it with an underlying joy even when a specific thing on the screen made me sad. Amazing camera work.  It never felt like 2 hours and 20 minutes - it felt like a really rich 90 minutes. I loved ‘Amores Perros’ and parts of ‘21 Grams’ but I think he has now made his first great film.  You just can't believe someone can cover so much ground and with such seamless fluency.  There wasn't a single off-note in the film.  I really think it's fantastic; an amazing achievement.  It shows you terrible things but it's buoyant - I think it reflects who he (Alejandro) is. The film never pulled a punch. The bad stuff was really bad - really bad.  I think this guys loves life - all of it and it comes across in the film. Stunning. The performances were all terrific.”

Jennifer Weisel’s office confirmed the film will be Karen’s lead review for the October issue, out in mid September.  Karen will also write a “Breakout Performance” on Rinko for the New York Times.

Dodson Rader / Parade (Contributing Editor)

“I found the film fascinating and very disturbing.  He’s an extraordinary director.  Cate was, by far, the best – you couldn’t take your eyes off her.  There seems to be a profound mistrust in human perception in the stories – everyone is misinterpreting intentions.”

Dodson is interested in either Cate or Brad for a cover feature to run close to the film’s opening. 
Maggie Buckley / Allure (Special Projects Director)

“I loved it.  It was so intense, but in a good way. Heartbreaking and so smart.  I was totally gutted.  We sat through the entire run of the credits and couldn’t speak for a while after walking out of the room.  Great casting.”

Lisa Hintelmann / Esquire (Editorial Projects Director)

“I loved the movie!  Accomplished and beautifully done. That feeling of dread that continues through the film is extraordinary.  The nanny was amazing.  There are things she does that make her very unsympathetic – but she pulls it off very well.  I thought all three of the stories overlap more smoothly than his other two.”

Brad Pitt will be on the October cover.  

Devin Gordon / Newsweek (Senior Writer)

“I really liked it. I’ve been a fan of his (Alejandro) and Arriaga’s for a while.  I love the stories that they tell and actually think this one was better than ‘21 Grams.’  My favorite is still ‘Amores Perros’ but I really liked this one.  Very rich and timely. The only part I didn’t like was the storyline involving the children.  I felt it went a little too far off to believe; they went from 0 to calamity too quickly.  The rest of the film I found much more believable.”

Andrea Oliveri / Details (Special Projects Editor)
"I really liked it - loved it! It is so nice to see brad in something like this, but it is painful to watch.  Truly incredible. Everything was so spot on - so nice to see something interesting in the summer."
Andrea would like to have something small in front of book since brad is on the Esquire cover but they liked it so much they are trying to be creative and come up with something.

Ann Kolson / NYT (Film Assistant Editor)

“Brilliant!” 

She confirmed interest in Rinko for a “Break Out Performances” feature in the Fall Preview as well as additional coverage at time of release. 

Beth Altschull / GQ (Special Projects Director)

“I loved it! I loved it! What a fantastic film. I told Jim Nelson, editor in chief, all about it this morning. We would LOVE to support the film. I am putting Brad Pitt up for “Man of the Year” issue in November. I will also put Alejandro in for “Man of the Year.” I was in love with the Rinko who demonstrated such a raw talent.  Incredible, just incredible.” 

Beth has offered Brad Pitt the Man of Year Cover for the November issue. 

JD Heyman / People (Senior Editor)

“A very dramatic film. Fantastic! I have told everyone about it. I wish BABEL was coming out sooner! I will make sure everyone sees it here at People- all my groups. I loved Adrianne Barraza. Her performance would be perfect for a “performance of the week.” This film is definitely going to get nominated for an Oscar. I would be shocked if it didn’t. I really want to support this film. 

JD confirmed interest in an Adrianne Barraza “performance of the week” piece and a large feature on Cate Blanchette timed to release.

Rebecca Rothbaum / O (Film Editor)

“I very much enjoyed the film, though I don’t think "enjoy" is the right word considering how heavy the material is.  However, I thought it was a wonderful film and that Rinko was just fantastic.” 

Rebecca is pitching coverage to her editor for the November issue.  
Ingrid Sischy / Interview (Editor in Chief)

“It was great, great, great! It was all consuming and one of the most interesting films I have ever seen. It was wonderful. Each plot line seemed to have its own time period with the American version being the most contemporary to our political situation.” 

Rinko will be featured in a Bruce Weber layout for the October or November issue. 

Scott Stern / CBS Early Show (Producer)

“I loved it! I thought it was the whole package: ‘great’ story first of all, ‘great’ acting from all angles. I thought it was extremely powerful and emotional- so emotional that I feel drained from talking about it so much, after last night and this morning, I have been telling everyone about it. I thought the most provoking story line was the nanny drama- I thought she was phenomenal and the story with her was riveting. I thought the least effective story line was the Japanese girl- especially at the end of the film. I came away with the film thinking “life is so random.”

Holly Taylor / Redbook (Editor and Writer)

“Wow, it was very powerful. I am still absorbing everything- moments and thoughts still trickling into the surface. Thought it was unbelievably done. I was happy to speak with Alejandro following the film. He is brilliant. It was fascinating to hear where he was coming from on each story line and how he fell in love with each different part of the film. I thought the most powerful story line was with Amelia and the two kids and the situation she was put in against her will. It just shows how little we know what is really going on in the world. I found it really similar to the pressing issue now with immigration. I like Alejandro enormously!”

Giles, Jeff Newsweek/ Senior Editor

Jeff liked the film a lot.

He is considering significant coverage in the fall preview. 

Peter Herbst / Premiere (Editor in Chief)

Really loved the film and thought the performances were great. 

Extended reaction to follow.
Kathy Heintzelman / Premiere (Executive Editor)

Really loved the film and thought the performances were great. 

Extended reaction to follow.
